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CHAPTEE I
INTRODUCTION
General  Id ea  of th e  Study
The r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t e d  he re  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of the  r o l e  of the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e .  The a u t h o r ’ s o r i g i n a l  
i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  r o l e  stemmed from a broader  i n t e r e s t  in  
r o l e  c o n f l i c t ,  a concept used to  r e f e r  t o  d i f f i c u l t y  in  
conforming to  r o l e  e x p e c ta t io n s
A f te r  i n t e rv i e w in g  s e v e r a l  m i n i s t e r s ’ w ives ,  i t  
became ap p a ren t  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  many i n t e r e s t i n g  and unique 
s o c i o l o g i c a l  dimensions o f  th e  r o l e .  The r e l i g i o u s  r o l e  
in f lu e n c e s  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e ' s  behav io r  i n  th e  com­
munity and th e  home as w e l l  as i n  th e  church  and th e  con­
cep t  of r o l e  c o n f l i c t  i s  in ad eq u a te  t o  d e s c r i b e  th e  e x ten t  
o f  t h i s  i n f l u e n c e .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i t  was dec ided  to  
u n d e r ta k e  a more g en e ra l  and d e s c r i p t i v e  s tudy  of  the  
r o l e ,  which approaches i t  as a q u a s i -o c c u p a t io n  and empha­
s i z e s  th e  s o c i a l  and p sy c h o lo g ica l  l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed by 
i t .
3-Paul F. Secord and Paul  W. Backman, S o c i a l  
Psychology (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 196*+),
p.  ^6$.
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Three a s p e c t s  of  t h e  r o l e  of  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife  
were p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  th e  a u th o r :
F i r s t ,  i t  i s  a s t e re o ty p e d  r o l e .  There a r e  many 
b e l i e f s  and assumptions about th e  i n d i v i d u a l  who occupies  
th e  r o l e  of  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e .  D e s c r i p t i o n s  of  th e  
m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  which d e p i c t  her  as an unassuming, r e ­
served  woman w i th  a s a i n t l i k e  manner and a v i t a l  commit­
ment to  her  hu sb an d 's  work abound in  popula r  l i t e r a t u r e .  
What i s  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  s t e r e o ty p e  
and the  person who a c t u a l l y  occup ies  th e  r o l e ?  In  what 
ways i s  her  l i f e  c i rc u m sc r ib e d  by th e  s t e r e o ty p e ?  What 
e f f e c t  does i t  have on her  s e l f - c o n c e p t?
Secondly ,  th e  o cc u p a t io n a l  a s p ec t  o f  her r o l e  i n ­
c ludes  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  which she i s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  
and e d u c a t i o n a l l y  un p rep a red .  I t  i s  an " a c c i d e n t a l  r o l e , "  
a k ind  o f  a s c r ib e d  s t a t u s  which she must accep t  when she 
m ar r ie s  a clergyman. I t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  not  a p o s i t i o n  she 
has a s p i r e d  to  nor does her ex pe r ience  p rep a re  her  f o r  i t s  
demands. How does th e  young m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  cope w i th  
th e s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?  How does she d e f in e  them and does 
her  d e f i n i t i o n  d i f f e r  from t h a t  of the  co n g reg a t io n  she 
se rves?
A t h i r d  a s p ec t  o f  the  r o l e  of  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife 
i s  t h a t  the  e x p e c ta t io n s  fo r  her behav io r  a re  ambiguous. 
They may be c l e a r  t o  th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  but they  remain
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■undefinedo Also,  e x p e c ta t io n s  vary  from community t o  com­
munity and among church members th em se lv es .  Unless  she i s  
i n  a very  l a r g e  church ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  occup ies  a 
unique p o s i t i o n  and l a c k s  a su p p o r t iv e  group of r o l e -  
s h a re r s  to  encourage and guide h e r .  How does she approach 
th e  t a s k  of  s a t i s f y i n g  church members w i th  d i f f e r i n g  expec­
t a t i o n s ?  What r e c o u r s e  does she have when t h e i r  exp ec ta ­
t i o n s  a r e  u n r e a l i s t i c ?
The purpose of t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  t o  answer th e s e  and 
r e l a t e d  q u es t io n s  by examining p e r so n a l  in t e rv i e w  d a t a  
which was ob ta in ed  from m i n i s t e r s 1 w ives .
R e la te d  Research  
Although t h e r e  has been a r e c e n t  surge  o f  i n t e r e s t  
i n  th e  so c io lo g y  of  r e l i g i o n  (as  i n d i c a t e d  by th e  e s t a b ­
l i sh m en t  of  a new s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  j o u r n a l ,  The J o u rn a l  fo r  
th e  S c i e n t i f i c  Study of R e l i g i o n ) ,  s u r p r i s i n g l y  l i t t l e  has 
been w r i t t e n  on the  r o l e  of th e  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r ,
Robert  F u l to n  s t u d i e s  the  d is so n an ce  i n  r o l e  expec­
t a t i o n s  of  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r s  and clergymen upon the  d e a th
2of a church member. The c o n f l i c t  between r e l i g i o u s  and 
m i l i t a r y  o r i e n t a t i o n s  o f  c h a p la in s  i n  the  Armed S e rv ic e s
^Robert F u l to n ,  "The Clergyman and the  F unera l  
D i r e c t o r , "  S o c i a l  F o r c e s , XXXIX, No, if (May, 1961) ,  317- 
323.
1+
"3
i s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by Waldo W* Burchard*
In  an account of  th e  r o l e  of th e  m in i s t e r  in  the 
community, Chapman makes an o b s e r v a t io n  about th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  
background which i s  a. sou rce  of  problems f o r  both  him and 
h i s  w ife :
Paragraph by pa rag raph  th e s e  f i n d in g s  mean t h a t  
th e  m i n i s t e r s  who p re p a re  f o r  t h e i r  work i n  p ro ­
f e s s i o n a l  schoo ls  a re  ( f o r  urban a rea s  l i k e  New 
Haven or l a r g e r  c e n t e r s )  unaccustomed to  th e  
l i f e  p a t t e r n s  of th e  communities in  which they  
expect to  s e rv e  as l e a d e r s  A
The m in i s t e r  who i s  beginning h i s  c a r e e r  f i n d s  him­
s e l f ,  w i th  few e x c e p t io n s ,  in  a small  town or r u r a l  com­
munity where he must s e rv e  a co n g reg a t io n  of l i t t l e  educa­
t i o n a l  achievement* The ab ru p t  change from tex tbooks  t o  
t r a c t o r s  c a l l s  f o r  a tremendous adjustment*
The p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r y  and the o lo g y  of  t h e  P en te -  
c o s t a l i s t  movement g iv e s  r i s e  t o  problems in  r o l e  d e f i n i ­
t i o n  f o r  i t s  m i n i s t e r s  which a re  not  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  
denom ina t ions .  However, an a r t i c l e  d e s c r ib in g  th e  con­
f l i c t s  of  the  p e n t e c o s t a l i s t  m i n i s t e r  observes  t h a t  m i n - . 
i s t e r s *  wives of  a l l  denom inat ions  a re  r e q u i r e d  t o  sha re
^Waldo W, B urchard ,  "Role C o n f l i c t s  of M i l i t a r y  
C h a p l a i n s , ” American S o c io l o g i c a l  Review, XIX, No* 5 
(O c tober ,  195*+) ? 528-535°
1+S ta n le y  H. Chapman, "The M i n i s t e r :  P r o f e s s i o n a l
Man of  th e  C hurch ,” S o c ia l  F o r c e s * XXVIII, No* 8 (Decem­
b e r ,  19M+), 20*f*
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t h e i r  sp o u se s '  r e l i g i o u s  r o l e :
In  few i f  any o the r  p r o f e s s io n s  a re  the  wives 
o f  o rd in a ry  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  committed to  t h e i r  
husbands '  work as a re  the  wives of  m in i s te r s -— 
a consequence,  pe rhaps ,  of  th e  d i f f u s e  and 
a f f e c t i v e  c h a ra c t e r  o f  th e  m i n i s t e r i a l  r o l e . 5
The au tho r  adds t h a t  such a f f e c t i v e  o cc u p a t io n a l  r o l e s
r e q u i r e  t o t a l  a l l e g i a n c e  to  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n *
D isc u s s in g  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  g e n e ra l ,  Glenn
Vernon p o i n t s  out two a s p e c t s  of the  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  which
cause s t r a i n .  The f i r s t  i s  the  access  of  th e  m in i s t e r  t o
f.
p e rso n a l  in fo rm a t io n  about h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  This knowledge
can le a d  to  v a r io u s  problems fo r  th e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  w i fe :
th e y  must m a in ta in  some s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e  in  o rder  t o  ga in
th e  con f idence  of  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s  and se rve  s u c c e s s f u l l y
as c o u n s e lo r s ,  and they  must e x e r c i s e  some s e l f - r e s t r a i n t
i n  keeping what th ey  do know c o n f i d e n t i a l .
Vernon co n t in u es  w i th  t h i s  o b s e rv a t io n  on the  l i f e
of t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r :
His house i s  open in  many r e s p e c t s .  His l i f e  
and work a r e  d i s t i n c t l y  f u s e d .  He works, a f t e r  
a l l ,  in  a c a l l i n g  and, as such, i n  a " f r e e "  p ro ­
f e s s i o n .  For th e s e  r e a s o n s  he i s  almost never
^Bryan R. Wilson, "The P e n t e c o s t a l i s t  " M in i s te r :
Role C o n f l i c t s  and S t a tu s  C o n t r a d i c t i o n s , "  American J o u rn a l  
o f  S o c io lo g y . LXIV, No. 5 (March, 1959) ,  502.
^Qlenn M. Vernon, Soc io logy  of R e l ig io n  (New York: 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1962) ,  p. 192. :
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f r e e ,  though he may not  be burdened w i th  a 
n i n e - t o - f i v e  r o u t in e . . ?
While popular  and r e l i g i o u s  magazines have o f f e re d  
adv iee  and c o n s o la t i o n  t o  th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s wife,® th e r e  a re  
v i r t u a l l y  no s o c i o l o g i c a l  t r e a tm e n t s  of her r o l e .  The 
only  s o c i o l o g i c a l  comment on th e  m in i s t e r  ’ s "wife, known to  
the  au thor  i s  an add ress  g iven by Raymond Gold to  th e  
P a c i f i c  S o c io l o g i c a l  A s s o c ia t io n  i n  1962, ’’The M i n i s t e r ’ s 
Wife: A Case of S t r u c t u r a l l y  Induced E t h n i c i t y . ”9 in  t h i s
r e p o r t  D r 0 Gold sugges ts  t h a t  by v i r t u e  of h e r ' p o s i t i o n  
the  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife  per s o n i f i e s ;an o u t - c a te g o r y  t o  church 
members and t h a t  t h i s  i s  an i n h i b i t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  her  r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p s  w i th  them„
In  1950? Time r e p o r t e d  th a t  a p s y c h o lo g is t  a t  
Boston U n iv e r s i t y  School of  Theology was conduc t ing  a s tudy  
of  th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s w i f e s Attempts t o  l o c a t e  any in fo rm a t io n  . 
on t h i s  p r o j e c t  have been u n s u c c e s s fu l  *
Wallace Denton, a m in i s t e r  himsejlf,  has w r i t t e n  
what i s  p robab ly  th e  most comprehensive work on th e  m in i s ­
t e r ’s wife* Though i t  i s  e n t i t l e d  The Role of th e  M i n i s t e r ’ s
? I b i d . , p 0 191+o
®L0 Freeman, "Hidden H ear taches  of M i n i s t e r s '
Wives,"  Coronet (September,  1961),  pp„ 19-26; and the  
e n t i r e  i s s u e  of P a s t o r a l  Psychology (December, 1 9 6 l ) 0
^Raymond Gold, "The M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife: A Case of
S t r u c t u r a l l y  Induc-ed E t h n i c i t y " :  Paper read  a t  1962 meet­
in g  o f  th e  P a c i f i c  S o c io l o g i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  Sacram ento , '  
C a l i f o r n i a 0
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W ife , i t  i s  not a s o c i o l o g i c a l  s tudy  but a h i s t o r i c a l  
sk e tch  of  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  from B i b l i c a l  t i m e s . A l s o ,  
Reverend Denton a t tem p ts  t o  ad v ise  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  
in  m a in ta in in g  her own mental  h e a l t h .
Sources  o f  Data
During the  y e a r s  1959-1961, under a g ran t  from 
th e  N a t io n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of  Mental H e a l th ,  Dr.  Raymond Gold 
and Mr. Benjamin Wright of the  departm ent of s o c io lo g y  of  
th e  U n iv e r s i t y  of Montana in te rv ie w ed  m i n i s t e r s  and t h e i r  
wives th roughout Montana to  de te rm ine  th e  r o l e  o f  the  
c l e r g y  i n  community mental  h e a l t h .
In  th e  course  o f  th e s e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  many a s p e c t s  
of th e  r o l e  of  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  were brought to  l i g h t .  
The t e x t s  of th e s e  in t e rv i e w s  were made a v a i l a b l e  to  the  
au tho r  and, encouraged by t h i s  d a t a ,  she in te rv iew ed  
s e v e r a l  m i n i s t e r s '  wives i n  the  M issoula  a r e a .  An i n t e r ­
view guide  was used but i t  was r e a d i l y  d e p a r t e d  from a t
11th e  s u g g e s t io n  of  th e  in t e r v i e w e r  or th e  re sp o n d e n t .
D e sp i te  the  t ime d i f f e r e n c e  of f i v e  yea rs  and 
more, t h e  d a t a  g a thered  by th e  au tho r  were remarkedly  
c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  G o ld 's  and W r i g h t ' s .  I t  was dec ided  to
-^-^Wallace Denton, The Role of  the  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  The W estm in is te r  P r e s s ,  1962).
l^-See th e  Appendix fo r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of th e  r e s p o n ­
d e n t s  in  t h i s  s tu d y ,  a  sample of  in te rv ie w  q u e s t io n s ,  and 
two in te rv i e w  t e x t s .
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use  a combinat ion of th e  two sources  of  d a t a  i n  the  p re s e n t  
a n a l y s i s  of th e  r o l e  of  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  f o r  th e s e  
r e a s o n s ;
F i r s t ,  Gold and W r ig h t ' s  re sponden ts  r e p r e s e n te d  
a wider d i s t r i b u t i o n  of both  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  and 
geographic  l o c a t i o n  th a n  th e  a u t h o r ' s  r e s o u rc e s  would 
a l l o w 0
Second, except f o r  G o ld 's  r e p o r t  t o  th e  P a c i f i c  
S o c io l o g i c a l  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  t h e i r  d a t a  had not been analyzed 
or r e p o r t e d .
S ince  th e  i n t e rv i e w s  from both  sources  were t a p e -  
reco rd ed  and t r a n s c r i b e d ,  t h e r e  can be no q u e s t io n  as t o  
t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  d a t a .  A l l  of  th e  s ta tem en ts  used 
t o  i l l u s t r a t e  and s u b s t a n t i a t e  the  f in d in g s  o f  t h i s  paper 
a r e  ve rba t im  accoun ts  of  co n v e rs a t io n s  between th e  i n t e r ­
v iewers  and m i n i s t e r s '  w iv e s 0
The spectrum of age ,  background and r e l i g i o u s  
a f f i l i a t i o n  r e p r e s e n te d  by th e  t h i r t y - o n e  m i n i s t e r s ' ,  w ives ,  
in te rv ie w e d  would seem broad enough to  p rov ide  a v a l i d  and 
comprehensive d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife'  i n  Western 
Montana. Respondents va ry  from a young w ife  i n  her  f i r s t  
p a s t o r a t e  to  a grandmother who had occupied th e  r o l e  f o r  
f i f t y  yearSo
In  a l l ,  f i f t e e n  r e l i g i o u s  denominations a r e  r e p r e ­
se n ted  in  t h i s  s tu d y .  G eographica l  l o c a t i o n s  vary  from .
a g r i c u l t u r a l  communities o f  a few hundred people  t o  the  
l a r g e s t  m e t ro p o l i t a n  a re a s  of  Montana,,
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  Study
This r e p o r t  d e s c r ib e s  the  r o l e  o f  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  
w ife  from her  p o in t  of view. I t s  purpose i s  to  reco rd  
th e  a t t i t u d e s  and ex p e r ien ces  of a group of  persons  occupy­
ing  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n  in  the  s o c i a l  s p h e r e „ The s tudy  
ex p lo re s  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s o c i a l  s t e r e o ty p e s  and 
i n d i v i d u a l s  who occupy s te r e o ty p e d  r o l e s „ I t  r e p o r t s  the  
b e h a v io ra l  l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed by th e  s t e r e o ty p e  and the  
r o l e  o c c u p a n t ' s  ad ju s tm en ts  to  th e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s „ E v e r e t t  
Co Hughes' s ta tem en t  t h a t  "P a r t  of  the  du ty  o f  even th e  
n e w s - t e l l i n g  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  i s  t o  be th e  e t h n o l o g i s t  of  
h i s  own time and p l a c e ,  i l l u m i n a t i n g  th e  l e s s  obvious 
a s p e c t s  of h i s  own c u l t u r e " ^  i s  a l e a d in g  s o c i o l o g i s t ' s  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  a s tudy  of th e  s o r t  r e p o r t e d  h e r e ,
12E v e r e t t  Q= Hughes, "The S o c io lo g i c a l  Study of  
Work: An E d i t o r i a l  Forward,"  American J o u r n a l  o f  S o c i ­
o logy,  LVII,  No. 5 (March, 1952) ,  ^2*+. “  “
CHAPTER I I
THE STEREOTYPE
The concept of  s t e r e o ty p e  has not been w idely  used 
i n  th e  s o c i a l  sc iences . ,  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  have been con­
ducted  u s u a l l y  concern  th e  sources  and consequences of  
r a c i a l  t y p e s . S . I ,  Hayakawa, a p io n eer  i n  th e  f i e l d  of 
g en e ra l  s e m an t ic s ,  was one of  th e  f i r s t  to  s p e c i f y  thought 
p ro c e s se s  t h a t  produce s t e r e o t y p e s :
. • o Suppose t h a t  we were to  g ive  the  ex ten -  
s io n a l  meaning of t h e  word “K o rean .” We would 
have t o  p o in t  to  a l l  “Koreans” l i v i n g  a t  a p a r ­
t i c u l a r  moment and say ,  “The word ’Korean' de­
n o te s  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  moment th e s e  p e r so n s :
At , A2 , Ao , . . . An ." Now l e t  us say a c h i l d ,  
whom we s n a i l  d e s ig n a t e  as  Z, i s  born among 
th e s e  "K o re an s .”, The e x t e n s io n a l  meaning of  
th e  word "K orean ,” de te rm ined  p r i o r  t o  th e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  Z, does not in c lu d e  Z. Z i s  a new 
i n d i v i d u a l  be long ing  to  no c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s in c e  
a l l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  were made w ithou t  t a k in g  Z 
i n t o  acco u n t .  Why.then i s  Z a l s o  a "Korean?"
BECAUSE WE SAY SO. And say ing  so —f i x i n g  the  
c l a s s i f i e a t i o n - - w e  have determ ined  to  a con­
s i d e r a b l e  e x te n t  f u t u r e  a t t i t u d e s  toward Z.13
As Hayakawa s u g g e s t s ,  r i g i d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of groups o f  . 
people  i n f lu e n c e s  a t t i t u d e s  and behavior  toward i n d i v i ­
d u a l s  in  th e s e  g roups .  People expect th o se  i n  c e r t a i n
1 3 s . I .  Hayakawa, Language i n  Action  (New York: 
H a rco u r t ,  Brace and Company, 19^1) ,  pp. 152-153.
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c a t e g o r i e s  t o  behave i n  c e r t a i n  t y p i c a l  -ways, and t h e y  
s t r u c t u r e  i n t e r a c t i o n  so  t h a t  t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w i l l . b e  
f u l f i l l e d , ,
A s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  Roger Brown, makes th e
d i s t i n c t i o n  between r o l e  and s t e r e o t y p e  i n  t h i s  way:
P r e s c r i p t i o n ,  e x p e c ta n c y  and performance a l l  
co n verge  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  r o l e  b u t ,  i n  the  s o c i a l  
s t e r e o t y p e ,  we haVe c a t e g o r i c a l  e x p e c t a n c i e s  
w ith o u t  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  and i t  i s  a m atter  o f  
c o n t r o v e r s y  whether or not  t h e  c a t e g o r y  per^ 
forms i n  such a way as t o  conf irm  t h e  e x p e c ­
ta n c y  .1*+
A s t e r e o t y p e ,  t h e n ,  i s  a w i d e l y  h e ld  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  
a c a t e g o r y  o f  p e r s o n s 0
T h is  c h ap ter  i n t r o d u c e s  th e  s o c i a l  s t e r e o t y p e  o f  
t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e  and d i s c u s s e s  th e  e f f e c t  i t  has on 
t h e  community's  b e h a v io r  towards her and on her own 
a c t i o n s  0
The S t e r e o t y p e  o f  th e  
M i n i s t e r ' s Wife
S t e r e o t y p e s  are  r a r e l y  a r t i c u l a t e d , ,  Rather  th ey  
a re  r i g i d  a t t i t u d e s  a c q u ir e d  by p e o p le  through t h e  mean­
i n g s  th e y  g i v e  t o  t h e i r  own e x p e r i e n c e s  and t o  what th e y  
hear  and r e a d .  The s t e r e o t y p e  o f  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e  cou ld  
be determ ined  by a c a r e f u l  r e a d in g  o f  th e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  
her i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  Even such r e c e n t  n o v e l s  as
-^^oger  Brown, S o c i a l  P sych o lo g y  (New York: The
Free  P r e s s ,  1965) ,  p* 173®
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James M ichener’s Hawaii and P ea r l  Buck 's  The Time I s  Noon 
p rov ide  ample m a t e r i a l  fo r  such a p ro je c t*  The s t e r e o ­
type of the  m in i s t e r* s  w ife  i s  even more c l e a r l y  d e l i n e ­
a ted  in  a s a t i r i c a l  book of  adv ice  on How t o  Become a 
Bishop w i th o u t  Being R e l i g i o u s * by C harles  M e r r i l l  S m i t h o  
I n  t h i s  humorous book about how to  succeed in  the  
r e l i g i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  more f a c t  th an  fancy* The 
ch a p te r  '’S e l e c t i n g  th e  C l e r i c a l  Wife" ad v ise s  th e  young 
m in i s t e r  who i s  con tem pla t ing  marriage* Smith t a l k s  about 
women who a re  th e  ’’r i g h t  ty p e ” f o r  th e  c l e r i c a l  l i f e  and, 
i n  doing so ,  a r t f u l l y  d e s c r ib e s  th e  s te re o ty p e*  F i r s t ,  
she should  be w i l l i n g  and capab le  of  s h a r in g  th e  work o f  
the  m in i s t ry *  About her  d u t i e s  i n  the  church ,  Smith says :
Most g i r l s  a re  p iano p la y e r s  o f  s o r t s  and anyone 
can l e a r n  t o  o p e ra te  a . typew ri te r  or mimeograph*
Add to  t h e s e  accomplishments the  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  
u n ta x in g  d u t i e s  of  Sunday School t e a c h in g ,  cho i r  
s in g in g  and l a d i e s  a id  work and a m is c e l la n y  of  
o th e r  sm all  p a r i s h  chores  a l l  of which your wife  
w i l l  be expected  in  your f i r s t  small  churches to  
perform ( i t ’ s p a r t  o f  the  t r a d i t i o n )  and you have 
a job a n a ly s i s  which, were i t  f i l l e d  by a s a l a r i e d  
employee, would r e q u i r e  no small  a d d i t i o n  to  the  
annual b u d g e t*15
According t o  Smith ,  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  should  have 
a c o n s e r v a t iv e  appearance because an a t t r a c t i v e  and f a s h io n ­
ab le  type  might be p e rce iv ed  as a t h r e a t  by th e  women of 
th e  church* He summarizes: ”To cover th e  r u l e  i n  a
1 5 c h a r l e s  M e r r i l l  Smith,  How to  Become a Bishop 
w ithou t  Being R e l ig io u s  (Hew York! Doubleday),  1965)? P® 38®
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sentence, she must not be beautifu l ,  s ty l i s h  on sexy,,"l6 
Data from the present study give supportive evi­
dence to Mr, Smith's contentions. Minister's Wife No, 16 
confirms the idea that she is  supposed to be very capable: 
"I know there i s  sort of a stereotype; you're supposed to 
play the piano and be a gracious hostess and a l l  that," 
Concerning the appearance of the minister's  wife, Respon­
dent No, 17 said, "It 's  just taboo to  wear shorts, slacks,,  
jeans—anything around here," She added that she violated  
th is  rule sometimes around the house and hoped the parish­
ioners wouldn't find out. When asked to describe the ideal  
minister's wife. No* 7 replied: "She would be rather non­
descript,  but why? Christ doesn't mean for a pfrson to be 
l ik e  that,"
The Stereotype and Social Reality
Respondents in th is  study were acutely aware of a
stereotype, of the minister'§■wife* As revealed in th is
comment by Minister's Wife No* 16, people think of them
categorically  rather than individually;
They assume before they have even met you that 
they know what you are l ik e .  This means that 
you are going to be l e f t .o u t  of soc ia l  a c t iv i ­
t i e s  because you are stereotyped as a k ill joy?
You almost would have to dye your hair red and 
take to drinking and walking th e .s tree ts  before 
they would assume you are not l ik e  the stereotype,,
l 6 Ibfd,., p., 39o
l b
The s t e r e o t y p e  of the  appearance of  the  m i n i s t e r ! s wife  i s
so w ell  embedded t h a t  she encoun te rs  i t  even among w e l l -
educa ted ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  people* Respondent No. 7, a very
a t t r a c t i v e  woman, documents t h i s  f a c t  when she r e c a l l e d
th e  fo l lo w in g  i n c i d e n t :
When I went t o  th e  d o c t o r ,  a s t r a n g e  d o c to r ,  
and t o l d  him I was a c le rgym an 's  w i f e ,  he made 
t h i s  s t a te m e n t :  "You know, i f  I  were asked
what would be a t y p i c a l  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i fe ,  I  
w o u ld n ' t  say t h a t  you would meet any of  them*"
My answer was, " I s  t h e r e  a t y p i c a l  one?" And 
he s a i d ,  "No, I  d o n ' t  t h in k  so ,  bu t  i t  wouldn’t  
be what I  see now." I presume he was speaking 
about t h a t  which you mentioned e a r l i e r  / h e r  
appearance /*  I had j u s t  come back from a vaca­
t i o n  d eep ly  tanned and t h a t  might have had 
something to  do w i th  i t .  I  d o n ' t  know.
Bes ides  th e s e  e x p e c ta n c ie s  t h a t  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  
w i l l  have a c o n s e r v a t iv e  appearance  and assume church 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  the  s t e r e o ty p e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  her be­
h av io r  w i l l  be f l a w l e s s .  Perhaps because  of the  r e l i g i o u s  
n a t u r e  o f  her  r o l e ,  she i s  expected  to  se rve  as an example 
t o  th e  community. Her husband’ s r e l i g i o u s  v o ca t io n  i s  
extended to  her and they  a r e  both  supposed to  be s a i n t l i k e  
i n  t h e i r  conduc t .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 19 d ram a t izes  t h i s  
expectancy in  her r e p o r t  of  her  d o c t o r ' s  r e a c t i o n  to  the  
f a c t  t h a t  she was not immune t o  average  problems:
I  was s u r p r i s e d  a t  my d o c t o r ,  a ve ry  ab le  and 
s e n s i t i v e  man, who, when I  had th e  "baby b lu e s"  
a f t e r  my second baby, s a i d ,  "Not you-—a m in i s ­
t e r ' s  w i fe ! "  I  looked up a t  him and s a i d ,  "From 
a l l  I  can g a th e r  t h i s  i s  a p h y s ic a l  t h in g  due
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to  th e  changes the  body goes through  in  
c h i l d b i r t h *  Why do y o u . th in k  t h a t  pastors® 
wives a re  made d i f f e r e n t l y  chem ica l ly?"  This 
s topped him but i t  showed h i s  mind was s e t  on 
th e  s u b j e c t .
The m i n i s t e r ’ s f am i ly  i s  faced  w ith  th e  c h a l l e n g in g
t a s k  of  i l l u s t r a t i n g  h i s  sermons through t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e .
Church members seem to  f e e l  t h a t ,  i f  anyone fo l low s  h i s
a d v ic e ,  h i s  fam ily  c e r t a i n l y  shou ld .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 11
commented on th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  church members:
I  know many o f  them t h in k  you should be b e t t e r .
You shou ld ,  as I  say ,  be b e t t e r  and do b e t t e r  
i n  a l l  ways than  your husband even preached 
about and te ach e s  a b o u t .  Such as your house 
should always be sp ic  and span and should be 
s p o t l e s s  and you should be d re s se d  to  the  
t e e t h  always ready  to  have v i s i t o r s  and be 
read y  to  go out a t  a moment’ s n o t i c e ,  and eve ry ­
th in g  should be j u s t  so .  And you should always 
say th e  r i g h t  t h i n g .  You should never make a 
m is tak e .  You should  be d i s c r e t e  in  every s i t u a ­
t i o n .
The m i n i s t e r ’ s wife i s  o f t e n  c a l l e d  on t o  s e t t l e  
d i s p u t e s  among th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  because her  judgment c a r ­
r i e s  somewhat of a C h r i s t i a n  s a n c t io n .  Respondent No. 13 
s a i d ,  "A ll  I  ever hear  i s ,  ’I s n ’t  t h i s  r i g h t  Mrs. ? ’ "
She added t h a t  she d i s l i k e d  being  th e  n e g o t i a t o r  in  church . 
a f f a i r s  because i t  fo rc ed  her  to  a l i e n a t e  some of  the  
church  members.
What t h e  m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  says and does c a r r i e s  a
l o t  o f  w e ig h t .  She becomes aware o f  her p e r so n a l  t a s t e s  
*
and h a b i t s  because  they  a re  the  norms fo l lowed by church
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members. Respondent No. ^ gave an example of th e  e f f e c t s
of  her  cho ice  o f  d re sg :
We -went t o  some l^lnd of p a r ty  and I  was new 
here  and I  d i d n ' t  wear a h a t .  Now I d o n ' t  
o f t e n  wear hats;— I 'm  a l i t t l e  young ye t  and 
I  j u s t  d o n ' t  caire about i t - - b u t  some of the  
o th e r  l a d i e s  d id  and one o f  them remarked to  
me, "Well,  i f  I  had known you weren’ t  going 
to  wear a h a t ,  X c e r t a i n l y  wouldn’ t  have 
e i t h e r  o”
L iv ing  w i th  the  S te r e o ty p e  
The s e l f  i s  a s o c i a l  p ro d u c t1? and i n d i v i d u a l s ’ 
s e l f - c o n c e p t i o n s  a re  shaped by th e  ways o th e r s  tak e  them 
i n t o  acco u n t .  An i n d i v i d u a l  in  a s t e r e o ty p e d  r o l e ,  which 
c i rc u m sc r ib e s  l i f e  i n  many ways, f in d s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  
m a in ta in  v i a b i l i t y  of s e l f .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 7 s a i d ,  
" I t ' s  very  hard  to  m a in ta in  o ne ’ ŝ  own s e l f .  Unless you 
have a sense  o f  your own p e r s o n a l i t y ,  you c a n ' t  do i t . ” 
P a r i s h io n e r s  c o n t r o l  s a n c t io n s  a f f e c t i n g  n e a r l y  a l l  a re a s  
o f  her  l i f e  so th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife must be re sp o n s iv e  to  
t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  Because e x p e c ta t io n s  a r e  so i l l -  
d e f in e d ,  she behaves c a u t i o u s l y  i n  a l l  s i t u a t i o n s .  Min­
i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 12 s a id  she was i n  a p e r p e tu a l  s t a t e  o f  
co n fus ion  and commented on the  s e l f - c o n s c io u s  n a tu r e  of 
the  r o l e :
^ G e o r g e  H. Mead, Mind. S e l f  and S o c i e t y , ed.
Co W, M orr is  (Chicago: The U n i v e r s i t y  of Chicago P re s s ,
193*0, PP« 135-222.
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I  never  f e e l  com ple te ly  f r e e .  I  always f e e l  
a c e r t a i n  amount i s  expected of  me and am I 
f u l f i l l i n g  i t ?  Are they  d i s a p p o in te d  i n  me?
Am I say ing  the  r i g h t  th in g s ?  ,Am I having 
the  r i g h t  people over?
The m i n i s t e r ’ s wife must always a c t  guarded ly  be­
cause she i s  c o n s t a n t l y  under obse rva t ion*  Her freedom i s  
l i m i t e d  by th e  r e s t r a i n t  she must use  in  t r y i n g  no t  to
offend  anyone. She knows what she i s  but i s  unsure  about
how to  p r e s e n t  h e r s e l f  to  th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s „ These p o in t s
were made when M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 22 t a lk e d  about th e
problem of  s o c i a l  d r in k in g :
J u s t  t h i s  noon I  a t te n d e d  a luncheon and they  
a l l  began by o rd e r in g  a mixed d r i n k .  Well ,  I  
f e e l  as though I  belong and ye t  I f e e l  t h e r e  
i s  a b a r r i e r  I  cannot s t e p  beyond. Some 
w o u ld n ' t  c a re  and y e t  some one might be o f fended ,  
so I  f e e l  t h a t  I s h o u l d n ' t .
Respondents s a id  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  o th e r s  
a re  i n h i b i t e d  by the  r e l i g i o u s  r o l e .  They r e c e i v e  d i f ­
f e r e n t i a l  t r ea tm en t  because of  th e  s o c i a l  s t e r e o t y p e .  
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 5 r e p o r t e d  her  r e c e p t i o n  a t  her f i r s t  
church:
No one came near  you and, i f  they  d id ,  they  
d i d n ’ t  know how to  t a l k  w i th  you or I  d i d n ' t  
know how t o  t a l k  t o  them I guess .  They ex­
pec ted  me not to  be l i k e  a human b e in g - - a  
group a p a r t .
The r e l i g i o u s  r o l e  i s  an o b s t a c l e  in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
f r i e n d s h i p s .  The m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  can never r e a l l y  r e l a x  
because church members never f o r g e t  she i s  " th e  m i n i s t e r ' s
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w if e . "  When asked i f  t h e r e  -were o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  her t o  
r e a l l y  " l e t  her h a i r  down" and be one of th e  group,  Respon­
dent  No * 20 answered:
I would h o n e s t ly  say t h a t  t h e r e  a r e n ’t  r e a l l y 0 
I  mean, not t h a t  i t  s tan d s  out in  c a p i t a l
l e t t e r s  but you a r e  aware th a t  you have a very
s t ro n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
M i n i s t e r s ’ wives r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  
have a c o n f id a n te  t o  whom they  can express  t h e i r  own f r u s ­
t r a t i o n s  and problems. Church members a re  d i s a p p o in te d  i f  
she r e v e a l s  her own f r a i l t i e s .  The m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  cannot 
r i s k  d i s i l l u s i o n i n g  anyone about her  own moral s t r e n g t h  
because i t  might r e f l e c t  on her  husband’s m i n i s t r y .  Respon­
den t  No. 23 s a id  she had to  "draw the  l i n e " :
I w i l l  admit to  problems in  r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n .
I w i l l  admit to  problems in  keeping house and 
cooking and sewing. I  w i l l  admit t o  a l l  of 
th e s e  problems but I  cannot admit to  s p i r i t u a l  
p rob lem s.
The r e a c t i o n  of th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  t o  her  " lo o k in g -  
1 ftg l a s s  s e l f "  v a r i e s .  Most express  a s t ro n g  d e s i r e  to  
escape th e  s t e re o ty p e : '  they  want t o  s e c u l a r i z e  th e  r o l e ,  
but  p a r i s h i o n e r s  make t h i s  d i f f i c u l t .  A few, however,  a re  
committed to  uphold ing  t h e  s t e r e o ty p e :  th e y  f e e l ,  l i k e  
M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 2 t ha t  the  co n g reg a t io n  "needs some­
one to  look  up t o . "  In  her  o p in io n ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife
-*-®Charles H. Cooley, Human Nature and th e  S o c ia l  
Order (New York: C har les  S c r ib n e r  ’ s. Sons, 1902),  p. l8*f.
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has an o b l i g a t i o n  to  p rov ide  a model f o r  the  congrega­
t i o n ' s  em u la t io n .  She s a id :
Like a man might look  up to  th e  m i n i s t e r ,  a 
l a d y  would look  up to  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i fe .
We have to  keep our l i v e s  above rep ro ach  so 
t h a t  i t  w on ' t  s p o i l  t h e i r  i d o l  of  u s .
The m a jo r i ty  of m i n i s t e r s '  wives a re  anxious to
have the  " id o l "  s p o i l e d .  They a r e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e
s t e r e o ty p e  and the  k ind  of  behav io r  i t  im p l ie s  and make
conscious  a t tem p ts  t o  d e s t r o y  i t .  To accomplish  t h i s ,
they  o f t e n  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p u re ly  s e c u la r  a c t i v i t i e s  to
convince the  community t h a t  th e y ,  to o ,  can enjoy l i f e .
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife NO® 2 was a s q u a re -d a n e e r :
We met a l o t  of  new people  who seemed to  be 
s t a r t l e d  t h a t  a m in i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  went 
s q u a re -d a h c in g , Wow we a re  in  .the advanced 
c l a s s  and enjoy i t  and they  k ind  of f i n d  out 
you a re  human too .
U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  th e  few m i n i s t e r s '  wives who succeed in  con­
v in c in g  people  they  a re  "human" cannot do much to  d i s p e l  
th e  s t e r e o t y p e .  As Brown n o te d ,  s t e r e o ty p e s  a re  a r e s u l t  
o f  what people  read  and hear  and they  su rv iv e  i n  co n f id e n ­
t i a l  c o n v e r s a t io n s  and d i s c r i m in a to r y  behav io r  even when 
.experience t e l l s  a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y , ^  When a church member 
encoun te rs  a "human" m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e ,  she i s  only th e  ex­
c e p t io n  t h a t  proves the  r u l e .  This  p o in t  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  
i n  th e  followirig  s ta te m e n t :
"^Brown, ojd, c j t . ,  p .  176,
In  f a c t ,  I  had someone say to  me, when she was 
in t r o d u c in g  me as th e  p a s t o r ’ s w i f e ,  "We l i k e  
her because s h e ' s j u s t  l i k e  the rest  of  u s . ”
I g u e s s ’ t h a t ' s  supposed to  be u n u s u a l 020
- M i n i s t e r ?s Wife Noc 5°
CHAPTER I I I
THE JOB: ASSISTANT PASTOR
In  most churches  th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  se rves  as an 
- " a s s i s t a n t  pas to r , ,"  Her r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  extend to  every 
a re a  of  church l i f e  and she i s  unprepared  f o r  many of  them. 
This  ch a p te r  i s  concerned w ith  th e  o cc u p a t io n a l  
a s p e c t s  of the  r o l e  of th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife :  th e  d u t i e s  she 
assumes in  the  church and her a t t i t u d e s  toward sh a r in g  
th e  m i n i s t e r i a l  l e a d e r s h i p 0
P re p a r a t io n
I n i t i a l  A t t i t u d e s
The i n i t i a l  a t t i t u d e s  of  th e  young w ife  toward 
her h usband 's  s e l e c t i o n  of  a r e l i g i o u s  c a r e e r  p a r t i a l l y  
de te rm ine  th e  e x te n t  o f  her  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  h i s  work0 
The woman who i s  p leased  w i th  her h u sb an d 's  r e l i g i o u s  p ro ­
f e s s i o n  has u s u a l l y  been a c t i v e  i n  church work b e fo re  her  
m arr iage  and views th e  m in i s t r y  as an o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  f u l ­
f i l l  her  own r e l i g i o u s  commitment0 M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No„ 10 
was very  f r a n k  about her en thusiasm fo r  a c l e r g y  m arr iage :
W ell ,  I  s e t  out t o  marry a m in is te r , ,  As a 
young p e rso n ,  I  was very  in f lu e n c e d  by s e v e r a l  
m i n i s t e r s  and spent a g r e a t  d e a l  of t ime baby­
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  homes as w e l l  as be ing  an 
o f f i c e r  i n  the  youth g roup0
.21
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This  -woman took an a c t i v e  part  i n  her husband’ s work and 
r e p o r t e d  th a t  her p e r s o n a l  needs  and g o a l s  were s a t i s f i e d  
by p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  her husb and 's  m in is tr y , ,
Women w i t h  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  toward the  m i n i s t r y  
have a more d i f f i c u l t  t im e  in  t h e  r o l e  o f  th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s 
w i f e .  When a man d e c i d e s  t o  e n t e r  th e  p r o f e s s i o n  a f t e r  
m a rr ia g e ,  he may meet o p p o s i t i o n  from h i s  w i f e .  M in i s ­
t e r ’ s Wife No. 3? who p a r t i c i p a t e d  o n l y  r e l u c t a n t l y  i n  her  
husband’ s work, d e s c r i b e d  her r e a c t i o n  t o  h i s  d e c i s i o n  
a f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  m arr iage:
I d o n ’ t  make any bones about not  w anting  t o  do 
i t o  . I d i d n ' t  want t o  and I t o l d  th e  man he 
c o u n s e le d  w i th  i n  p r i v a t e ,  "No s i r ,  t h a t  w i l l  
never  happen i n  our h o u s e I  s a i a ,  "A l o t  o f
t h i n g s  might happen but t h a t  i s n ' t  g o in g  t o ."
Women who o b j e c t  t o  t h e i r  h u sb an d s’ d e c i s i o n  may
f e e l  a p p re h e n s iv e  about t h e i r  own adequacy i n  the  r o l e  o f
t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e .  L ike  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 9 S t h e y  
may f e e l  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  unprepared: "I d i d n ' t  l i k e  th e
i d e a  because  I knew th a t  I d i d n ' t  have c o l l e g e  e d u c a t io n  
l i k e  B i b l e  s c h o o l T h e i r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on th e  l i f e  o f  
m i n i s t e r s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  may d i s c o u r a g e  them or g i v e  
them some second t h o u g h t s . M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. h r e ­
ported  th e  th o u g h ts  provoked by her e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  the  
ehurch:
I th o u g h t ,  "How can th e  m i n i s t e r  and h i s  w i f e  
s ta n d  th e  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  th e y  get?" Because  
I ’ve  grown up as a l a y  member o f . the  church
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and I knew e x a c t l y  what goes on and I t  ranges  
from th e  wash on the  l i n e  t o  th e  p reach ing  on 
Sunday. That was one of the  t h in g s  I  thought 
about when I s t a r t e d  d a t in g  a m in i s t e r - t o - b e , .
When a young woman has not been a c t i v e  in  the 
church ,  her p a r e n t s  may doubt her a b i l i t y  t o  perform in  
th e  r o l e  of a m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e .  The mother of  one p ro sp ec­
t i v e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  (No. 23) ques t ioned  her  a p t i t u d e  f o r  
th e  l i f e :
When I  t o l d  my mother I  was going to  marry a 
m i n i s t e r ,  she thought  i t  was the  f u n n ie s t  
th in g  she had ever h e a r d . She s a i d ,  "May I 
remind you as t o  your t a l e n t s :  to  my knowledge 
you have won awards i n  t e n n i s ,  s k a t i n g ,  and 
bal l room  d anc ing .  I cannot f i g u r e  out how 
th e s e  th in g s  a re  going t o  h e lp  you in  the  p a r ­
sonage,," I  had t o  ag ree  t h a t  my q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
were—w e l l ,  I  d i d n ' t  even a t t e n d  church and I  
w o u ld n ' t  have been caught dead a t  a young p e o p l e ' s  
m e e t in g .
The new m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  does not r e c e iv e  a handbook 
or l i s t  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  fo r  a p p r o p r i a t e  b e h a v io r . Her own 
o b s e rv a t io n s  in  t h e  church guide her  b u t ,  acco rd ing  to  
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife Ho. 15, a c t i v e  ex p e r ien ce  i s  th e  only  
r e l i a b l e  t e a c h e r :  " I t ' s  not something you can l e a r n  from
books„ Y o u 're  going t o  have to  l e a r n  f o r  y o u r s e l f  through  
t r i a l  and e r ro r - -m o re  e r r o r  than  t r i a l «>"
The Parsonage and t h e  Seminary
B e in g  a m i n i s t e r ' s  daughter  seems to  be t h e  b e s t  
p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  b e in g  a m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e .  Nine o f  th e  
m i n i s t e r s '  w iv e s  i n  t h i s  s tu dy  had grown up in  th e  parsonage
2k
and recommended i t  as a good t r a i n i n g  ground. One o f  them 
(No,  7) s a i d :  " I  th in k  maybe c l e r g y  d au ghters  make th e
b e s t  c l e r g y  w iv e s  because  t h e y  know t h e  s i t u a t i o n - - h o w  
r e a l  i t  i s  and abnormal," C e r t a i n l y  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  
i n v a l u a b l e  f o r  a p r o s p e c t i v e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e .  She has  
f i r s t - h a n d  knowledge o f  th e  demands on th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  
w i f e ’ s t im e ,  th e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  her d r e s s  and b e h a v io r ,  
and. t h e  i n t r u s i o n s  on f a m i l y  l i f e :  she  can weigh  th e  ad­
v a n ta g e s  and d i s a d v a n t a g e s .  U n l ik e  th e  u n i n i t i a t e d ,  she  
can r e a l i s t i c a l l y  a s s e s s  her own a b i l i t y  t o  assume th e  
r o l e .  I t  seems i n e x p l i c a b l e  when a woman who has n e g a t i v e  
f e e l i n g s  about her own c h i ld h o o d  i n  th e  parsonage  e l e c t s  
t o  marry a m i n i s t e r ,  A r e a s o n  fo r  such c o n t r a d i c t o r y  be­
h a v io r  may be t h a t  she  to o  i s  caught up i n  rom antic  l o v e
2.1c u l t  o f  Western s o c i e t y  which d oes  so  much t o  mask t h e  
r e a l i t y  o f  m a rr ia g e .
The woman who has been married w h i l e  her husband  
was i n  t h e  seminary has a d i s t i n c t  adva n ta g e , '  Some sem i­
n a r i e s  r e c o g n i z e  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t r a i n  th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s 
w i f e  as w e l l  as  th e  m i n i s t e r  and e s t a b l i s h  c l a s s e s  or i n ­
form al  m e e t in g s  fo r  t h i s  pu rp ose .  A l l  th e  m i n i s t e r s *  w iv e s  
i n  t h i s  s tu d y  adm itted  t h a t  th e  need f o r  such t r a i n i n g  was 
g r e a t  and t h o s e  t h a t  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  s a i d  i t  was h e l p f u l ,
23-Albert E l l i s ,  The American S e x u a l  Tragedy (New 
York: L y le  S t u a r t ,  19o2),  Chapter F i v e ,  ’’Romantic Love,"
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though in a d e q u a t e . Respondent No. 13 t o l d  about th e  p ra c ­
t i c a l  adv ice  g iven  by th e  P re s id e n t  of th e  seminary her 
husband a t t e n d e d :
He got a l l  th e  wives to g e th e r  and spoke to  
u s ,  t o l d  us what was expected of a m i n i s t e r ’ s 
w ife :  How t o  t r e a t  your husband, how to  get
your, meals on t im e ,  how to  keep your home 
c l e a n ,  how to  ad v ise  your husband on s u i t s  to  
buy t h a t  w i l l  l a s t  a long time~~don’ t  l e t  him 
get what he wants— and a l o t  to  t h in g s  l i k e  
t h a t  o
Seminary s tu d e n t s  and t h e i r  wives o f t e n  tak e  summer pas­
t o r a t e s  f o r  v a c a t io n in g  clergymen. This i s  an economical 
way of r e p l a c i n g  th e  m in i s t e r  and g ives  the  couple a chance 
to  get  a r e a l i s t i c  id e a  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ’ work. I t  i s  a 
form of  ’’t r i a l  m a r r ia g e ” which s o f te n s  the  blow of t h e i r  
f i r s t  p a s t o r a t e :  i t  i s  a boot camp where th e  m in i s t e r  and 
h i s  w ife  can make m is takes  and l e a r n  by them.
Her Work i n  t h e  Church
P a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  
P a s t o r a l  A c t i v i t i e s
The work of th e  m in i s t e r  comprises p reach ing  and, 
what he r e f e r s  t o  a s ,  p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s .  The w ife  does not
pp
g e n e r a l ly  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p reach ing  except  perhaps t o  p re ­
view the  sermon. P a s t o r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in c lu d e  c a l l i n g  on 
church  members, e s p e c i a l l y  the  aged and i l l ,  and co u n s e l in g .
22M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 31 was an ex cep t io n  to  t h i s  
r u l e .  H e r s e l f  an o rda ined  m i n i s t e r ,  she d id  p reach  on 
o cc as io n .
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During th e  p a s t o r a l  c a l l s  to  members' homes, the  m in i s t e r  
and h i s  w ife  have a chance t o  r e a l l y  ge t  to  know the  
p a r i s h i o n e r s .  Most women enjoy such s o c i a l i z i n g  and 
accompany t h e i r  husbands whenever p o s s i b l e .  When the  pas­
t o r  c a l l s  on a woman a lo n e ,  even a widow, i t  i s  th e  p o l i c y  
to  tak e  h i s  w ife  along fo r  a p p e a ra n c e 's  sake .
Church members o f t e n  seek out t h e i r  m in i s t e r  as 
counse lo r  fo r  p e r so n a l  problems. When he i s n ' t  a v a i l a b l e ,  
they  look to  h i s  w i fe .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No, 18 t o l d  o f  an 
in c id e n t  when she s u b s t i t u t e d  fo r  her husband:
I mean, i n  a case  o f  s e r io u s  i l l n e s s ,  he may 
be away and th ey  know i t  p e r f e c t l y  w el l  but 
s t i l l  they  c a l l .  They a re  a t  a l o s s ,  they  
need someone. They should  have c a l l e d  an e ld e r  
but they  c a l l e d  me and, in  d e s p e r a t i o n ,  I  s a id ,
"Would you l i k e  me to  come?" They s a id ,
"Would you?" and t h a t  was t h a t .
The f a c t  t h a t ,  in  such i n s t a n c e s ,  church members c a l l  on 
th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  and not  an e ld e r  of the  church sug­
g e s t s  th e  e x te n t  t o  which they  p e rc e iv e  her as a s h a re r
of  her  h u sb an d 's  p a s t o r a l  r o l e .  Also,  i n  P r o t e s t a n t  
ch u rch es ,  where t h e r e  i s  no d ev o t io n  to  th e  V i rg in  Mary 
or th e  female  s a i n t s  of th e  Eoman C a th o l i c  church ,  the  
p a s t o r ' s  wife  i s  th e  h ig h e s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n  
motherhood.
O c c as io n a l ly  a p a r i s h i o n e r  w i l l  come d i r e c t l y  t o  
th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  f o r  co u n s e l ,  not even approaching her  
husband. Most of  th e s e  cases  a r e  women w ith  m a r i t a l
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problems, who f e e l  more com for tab le  d i s c u s s in g  t h e i r  p e r ­
sonal  l i v e s  w i th  o th e r  women,, M i n i s t e r ' s Wife No, 18 
t o l d  about r e l u c t a n t l y  assuming th e  r o l e  of  co u n se lo r :
We had one case  of mental  i l l n e s s  and s h e . s a i d  
very  f l a t l y ,  " I  want to  speak w ith  Mrs. ."
I t  wasn’t  easy ,  b e l i e v e  me, because she was one 
o f  th o se  cases  t h a t  t h e r e  was a c o n s ta n t  tempta­
t i o n  t o  s e t  a s i d e .  I t  was a case  of d i s tu rb a n c e  
du r ing  the  menopause and perhaps she thought I 
could be more u n d e r s ta n d in g .  I  don ’t  know but 
she d e f i n i t e l y  came t o  me i n s t e a d  of  my husband.
P a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  the  
Church Program
T y p ic a l ly  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife  w i l l  assume re sp o n ­
s i b i l i t y  f o r  e i t h e r  th e  church music program or th e  Sun­
day Schoo l .  Some do b o th .  S ix  of the  re sp o n d en ts  in  t h i s  
s tudy  do a l l  the  accoun t ing  and s e c r e t a r i a l  work fo r  the  
church .  A lso ,  t h e r e  a r e  A l t a r  G u i ld s ,  youth  groups,
M iss ion  S o c i e t i e s  and women's a s s o c i a t i o n s .  Concerning 
th e  l a t t e r ,  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 5 expressed  a v iewpoint  
shared  by many of th e  r e s p o n d e n ts :  "I  go t o  th e  women's
m e e t i n g s w h i c h  I  could l i v e  th e  r e s t  of  my l i f e  w ithout  
going t o ,  but do because I am th e  p a s t o r ' s  w i f e . "  M in is ­
t e r s '  wives r e s e n t  having to  a t t e n d  th e s e  meetings because 
they  tend to  become s t r i c t l y  s o c i a l .  They a re  d is a p p o in te d  
in  some of  th e  church women who t u r n  what i s  supposed to  
be a r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t y  i n t o  "a  goss ip-m ongering  s e s s i o n . " 23
^ M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 22.
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Many m i n i s t e r s 5 wives l e a d  church  o r g a n i z a t i o n s „ 
Some of  them p r e f e r  not t o  hut  f in d  they  a re  the  only mem­
bers  q u a l i f i e d  fo r  le ad ersh ip . ,  Respondent No„ 1 found h e r ­
s e l f  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n :
I  hoped not  t o  be i n  any l e a d e r s h i p  re sp o n ­
s i b i l i t y  b u t ,  f o r  example in  the  women5s 
g u i l d ,  I  am one of  th e  few people  who can 
read  t h i s  m a te r i a l  th rough  and u n d e rs tan d  i t  
j u s t  in  terms of e d u c a t io n a l  background,.
Church members expect the  m i n i s t e r 5s w ife  t o  l e a d  because ,  
as Respondent No„ 2 s a id ,  "They assume you went through  
seminary w i th  your husband
Some m i n i s t e r s 5 wives r e j e c t  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  be­
cause th ey  want t o  develop  l e a d e r s h i p  among the  l a i t y .
At the  ve ry  l e a s t ,  they  want to  g ive  church  members a vo ice  
in  th e  church  program and t h i s  means t h e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  
w ife  must r e s t r a i n  themselves  from ta k in g  over when th in g s  
a re  no t  runn ing  smoothly. Another reason  the  m in i s t e r * s  
wife may not wish to  be a l e a d e r  i s  t h a t  she knows through 
ex pe r ience  t h a t  th e  l i m e l i g h t  b r in g s  c r i t i c i s m  as w e l l  as 
a p p r e c i a t i o n .  M i n i s t e r 5s Wife No, 5 d i s c u s s e d  one of  th e  
r i s k s  of  l e a d e r s h i p :
Sooner or l a t e r  you a r e  t h e  scapegoat  and I 
n o t i c e ,  even in  our own church group, c e r t a i n  
people  who want to  ta k e  th e  l e a d  t h in k  i t ' s
wonderful  a t  f i r s t  and then  p r e t t y  soon i t
i s n ' t  wonderfu l  any more.
Many women suggest  t h a t  th e  b e s t  way fo r  a m i n i s t e r ' s  wife
t o  l e a d  i s  th rough  encouragement and example, no t  by being
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chairman of  every o th e r  church o rg an iza t io n , ,  Most of  them 
agree  t h a t  they  a re  n o t ,  by v i r t u e  of  being the  m i n i s t e r ’ s 
w i fe ,  ob l iged  to  le ad  and so expend t h e i r  t im e and energy 
i n  th e  home or o the r  p u r s u i t s „
When asked about t h e i r  work in  the  church ,  m in i s ­
t e r s ’ wives o f te n  mention e n t e r t a in in g . ,  In fo rm al  e n t e r ­
t a i n i n g  of th e  church members i s  co n s id e re d  p a r t  of  th e  
p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s ,  g e t t i n g  to  know people  and g a in in g  t h e i r  
confidence,.  This k ind  of e n t e r t a i n i n g  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  b u r ­
densome f o r  th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s w i fe .  F i r s t  she has the  prob­
lem of  whom t o  ask (o r  whose t u r n  i s  i t  now?) and then  
t h e r e  i s  the  m a t te r  of money. M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife Ho0 12,  a 
m i n i s t e r ’ s daughter  to o ,  s a id  t h a t  her mother d i d n ’t  en­
t e r t a i n  a t  a l l  f o r  th e s e  r e a s o n s „
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  in fo rm a l  e n t e r t a i n i n g ,  th e  m in i s ­
t e r ’ s w ife  a c t s  as h o s te s s  to  v i s i t i n g  church d i g n i t a r i e s  
or o f f i c i a l s o  Also,  her  husband may hold  meetings of  
church o r g a n iz a t io n s  i n  th e  home. M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No, 10 
t o l d  of her  husband’ s a t t i t u d e  toward th e  home atmosphere:
My husband f e e l s  t h a t  a g r e a t  d ea l  can be 
accomplished th rough  th e  f e l lo w s h ip  of a 
cup of c o f f e e » Tensions  b u i ld  up and you 
b r in g  out th e  c o f f e e  and everyone seems to  
r e l a x  a l i t t l e  b i t .  In  our f i r s t  p a r i s h ,  
we held  most of th e  meetings i n  our l i v i n g  
room0
’’I ’ve done ev e ry th in g  from c le a n  the  l a v a t o r i e s  to  pour th e  
t e a , "  s a id  Wife No, 6 ,  and i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  some of  the
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more menial  d u t i e s  o f  church work a re  l e f t  t o  th e  m in i s ­
t e r ' s  w i fe .  Along w i th  her o th e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  she 
may be th e  j a n i t o r  too  and wind up doing those  menial 
t a s k s  t h a t  church  members e i t h e r  a r e n ’ t  aware of or i g n o r e . 
Respondent No* 22 summed up the  a t t i t u d e  of  m i n i s t e r s ’' 
wives towards persuad ing  someone e l s e  to  do i t : '  " I  would 
r a t h e r  ge t  t o  work and get  th e  job done th a n  remind some­
one e l s e  t o  do i t  and have them complain i t  was So-and- 
S o ® s j ob o"
Summary
For an outgoing and capab le  woman who has a 
s t r o n g  r e l i g i o u s  commitment and a sense  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
to  th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  t a k in g  a dominant r o l e  i n  th e  church 
can be ve ry  s a t i s f y in g , ,  These women r e l i s h  th e  oppor­
t u n i t y  t o  perform i n  many c a p a c i t i e s  and-almost  com ple te ly  
sh a re  t h e i r  husbands’ m i n i s t r i e s *  When asked what r o l e  she 
had in  the  church ,  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No* 11 answered v i g o r ­
ous ly  w i th  such a l i s t  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  one won­
dered  what her  husband did* Even though she d e c l in e d  
l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s ,  she i s  d e f i n i t e l y ,  as her r e sponse  
i l l u s t r a t e d ,  a l e a d e r :
Well,  more or l e s s  we do th in g s  to g e th e r  ex­
cep t  h i s  p rea c h in g .  T h a t ' s  on h i s  own, I 
mean. But v i s i t a t i o n  we do almost e n t i r e l y  
to g e th e r  and we p lan  th in g s  t o g e th e r  and j u s t  
about every phase o f  h i s  work we do to g e th e r*
I a t t e n d  a l l  th e  meetings always; I  f e e l  i t ’ s
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my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o  At th e  p re se n t  t im e ,
I 'm  the  youth  l e a d e r  and I  p lay  an a c t i v e  
p a r t  in  th e  viomen's a s s o c i a t i o n .  We c a l l  
i t  th e  Women's M iss ionary  Council  and 
M i s s i o n e t t e s . All  th e  branches  of th e  church 
I am connected in  and a c t i v e  i n ,  I t e ach  
Sunday School ,  I  s ing  in  th e  c h o i r ,  I  have 
r e f u s e d  to  be an o f f i c e r  except in  th e  youth  
group but I am a d v iso r  in  a l l  o f  our meetings 
and they  do not go ahead w ith  any th ing  u n le s s  
they  check w ith  me f i r s t .  I f  fo r  some r e a s o n ,  
someone r e s ig n s  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  i t ' s  u s u a l l y  my 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  tak e  over and see t h a t  i t ' s  
c a r r i e d  on.
The p rev io u s  r e sp o n d e n t ,  i n  r e a l i t y  an a s s i s t a n t  
p a s t o r ,  may cause some problems fo r  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  
who succeeds her  in  t h a t  church .  Some women do not sha re  
her en thus iasm  fo r  church  a c t i v i t i e s .  They r e j e c t  the  
r o l e  of a s s i s t a n t  p a s to r  l i k e  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No, 5 ^ho 
s a i d ,  "I  j u s t  do what any normal l a y  woman should do.
A f te r  a l l ,  h e 8 s th e  one c a l l e d  to  be p a s t o r , ”
Most women ta k e  a p o s i t i o n  between th e s e  two ex­
t rem es ,  They do not  a t tem pt  a very  wide i n f lu e n c e  in  th e  
church and do not a t t e n d  a l l  th e  s e r v i c e s  and m ee t ings .
They admit a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th o se  a c t i v i ­
t i e s  f o r  which th ey  are  p a r t i c u l a r l y  q u a l i f i e d  but  f e e l  
t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  in  th e  home. Respondent 
No, 17 s a i d ,  "People d o n ' t  r e a l i z e  i t  but  j u s t  keeping  
th e  p a s to r  going i s  a f u l l  t ime j o b , ”
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No, 7 expressed  a t y p i c a l  a t t i t u d e  
and noted  t h a t  th e  woman who overdoes i t ,  does h e r s e l f  a
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d i s s e r v i c e :
I  do not  b e l i e v e  t h a t  any c le rgym an 's  w ife  
should be involved  in  ev e ry th in g  t h a t  goes 
on in  th e  church* I f  she does ,  i t  should 
be to  use  w h a te v e r .t a l e n t  she has been- given-™ 
ju s t  l i k e  anyone e l se*  My t a l e n t  would be in  
the  a r e a  of  t e ach in g  and not i n  sc rubb ing  
f l o o r s  and th in g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  I  t h in k  I. made a 
m is take  in  t r y i n g  to  do th o s e  th in g s  which 
were p h y s i c a l l y  beyond me and then  d i s l i k i n g  
i t  and a c t in g  a c c o rd in g ly .
CHAPTER IV
THE CHURCH: PLEASING THE PARISHIONERS
I n d i v i d u a l s  in  s e r v i c e  occupa t ions  must endeavor 
to  s a t i s f y  th o se  they  s e rv e  by g iv ing  evidence of a s i n ­
ce re  a t tem pt  t o  p l e a s e .  O therw ise ,  th ey  je o p a rd iz e  th e  
appeal  and even th e  s u r v iv a l  o f  th e  s e r v i c e  they  s e l l .
When consumers a re  unhappy about any asp ec t  o f  th e  s e r v i c e ,  
they  spread  th e  word to  o th e r s  and p u b l ic  op in ion  r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  change or d i s a p p e a r .  In  the  f i n a l  an a ly ­
s i s ,  th e  customer i s  always r i g h t .
The m i n i s t r y  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a s e r v i c e .  The cus­
tomer,  i n  t h i s  case th e  p a r i s h i o n e r ,  can r e j e c t  th e  s e r v i c e  
by changing to  ano ther  church o r ,  in  c o n g r e g a t io n a l ly  gov­
erned ch u rch es ,  by r e p l a c in g  th e  m i n i s t e r .  The church mem­
b e rs  have th e  power to  de te rm ine  the  terms of s u c c e s s fu l  
m i n i s t e r i a l  p r a c t i c e  and whether or not th e  m in i s t e r  i s  
meeting them. This a s p ec t  o f  power handicaps  th e  m in i s ­
t e r ’ s w ife  in  her d e a l in g s  w ith  them.
This  ch a p te r  w i l l  exp lo re  the  church members’ 
e x p e c ta t io n s  fo r  the  m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  and the  n a tu r e  of her 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  them,
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3 *+
Comparisons
Church members t h in k  of th e  m i n i s t e r ’s wife c a t e ­
g o r i c a l l y  r a t h e r  than  i n d i v i d u a l l y  so i t  t ak es  a while  
f o r  i t  to  r e g i s t e r  in  t h e i r  minds t h a t  ano ther  person  i s  
now ’’th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s w i f e . ” Upon a r r i v a l ,  the  new m in is ­
t e r ’ s w ife  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  she i s  confused w i th  th e  l a s t  
one as r e p o r t e d  by Respondent No. 25:
In one l o c a t i o n — a small  community--for t h e  
f i r s t  year  I  was c a l l e d  " M a r ly s s , ” th e  name 
of th e  l a s t  p a s t o r ’ s w i f e « My only c o n s o la ­
t i o n  was t h a t  th e  nex t  p a s t o r ’ s w ife  would 
be c a l l e d  ,1 Nancy” f o r  a y e a r 0
The new m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  r e c e iv e s  many c lu es  about
church members’ e x p e c ta t io n s  from what they  say about the
prev ious  wife® She d o e s n ’ t  hea r  much about h e r s e l f  but
f e e l s  su re  t h a t  her  su cces so r  w i l l .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife Io»
d isc u s se d  t h i s  phenomenon:
I  f e e l  t h a t  I  have known a l l  my p re d e c e s s o rs  
j u s t  by what I  have heard  s a i d .  But of 
c o u rse ,  I  never hear  what they  th in k  of  me.
I  can imagine sometimes but I 'm  su re  th e  next 
m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  w i l l  hear  about t h a t .
I f  th e  l a s t  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  was unpopular  xvith 
th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  th e  new woman has a b e t t e r  chance fo r  
s u rv iv a lo  On th e  o th e r  hand, i f  th e  former m i n i s t e r ' s  
w ife  was w e l l - l i k e d ,  her successo r  may be fo rc ed  to  t r y  
t o  fo l low  i n  her  s a i n t e d  f o o t s t e p s .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 1 
f e l t  the  p rev ious  w ife  was not w e l l - r e c e iv e d  in  th e  church 
and dec ided  to  r e v e r s e  the  r o l e  she had chosen.  She s a id :
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The r o l e  t h a t  she chose was not  a c r e a t i v e  
t h in g  f o r  the  church a t  a l l .  She assumed a 
l e a d e r s h i p  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  a l l  the  th in g s  
in  which he r  husband did  not and l e f t  the  
church w ithou t  any l e a d e r s . This  i s  one 
r ea so n  why I  f e e l  very  s t r o n g ly  I d o n ' t  want 
to  assume t h a t  r o l e .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I  d o n ' t  
want i t  and I d o n ' t  t h in k  i t ’ s good fo r  th e  
church e i t h e r .
The Church Members8 E x p ec ta t io n s  
What th e  church members expect of  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  
w ife  may be q u i t e  c l e a r  t o  them b u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  they  
do not r e a d i l y  v e r b a l i z e  t h e s e  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  She i s  some­
how expected  t o  perform her  d u t i e s  w i thou t  be ing  informed 
of  t h e i r  n a t u r e .  This l a c k  of d i r e c t i o n  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  
in  th e  fo l lo w in g  i n c i d e n t ,  r e p o r t e d  by M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife 
No. 20:
One of  th e  f i r s t  g u i ld  meetings I  -a t tended  was 
a good example of  t h i s .  They a re  used to  say-, 
ing  a p rayer  b e fo re  the  luncheon.  I w asn ' t  
aware of t h i s .  We s a t  around t h e  t a b l e  f o r  
aw hile  w i th  our heads bowed and t h e r e  was com­
p l e t e  s i l e n c e  and then  one of  them s a i d ,  "Well , 
a r e n ' t  you going t o  say g race?"  I  s a i d ,  "Yes, 
i f  someone asked me t o ,  I  suppose I would be 
g lad  t o . "  My r e a c t i o n  to  t h i s  kind of exp e c ta ­
t i o n  i s  ange r ,  which makes i t  hard  t o  cope w ith  
fo r  me.
Church members do not e a s i l y  communicate t h e i r  ex p e c ta ­
t i o n s  t o  each o th e r  e i t h e r .  P rob lem at ic  fo r  the  m i n i s t e r 8s 
w ife  i s  th e  consequent l a c k  of u n i fo rm i ty  i n  t h e i r  concep­
t i o n  o f  her  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 20 s a id :
36
Some people  w i l l  t h in k  you a re  doing too  much 
and o th e r s  w i l l  t h in k  y o u ' r e  not  doing enough 
so i t ' s  a c o n s ta n t  job to  f in d  the  middle t h a t  
p le a s e s  the  most people®
One th in g  church members do ag ree  upon i s  t h a t  the
m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  should be a v a i l a b l e  to  them a t  a l l  t i m e s 0
S h e ' s  c o n s t a n t l y  answering th e  phone and d o o r b e l l  to  f in d
p a r i s h i o n e r  who wants t o  talk® M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 5
e s p e c i a l l y  r e s e n t e d  the  phone i n t e r r u p t i o n s :
I  t h in k  th e  te lep h o n e  i s  my b lo o d b e a re r .  You 
have th e  people  who f o r g e t  t h a t  i f  everyone 
demanded th e  time th e y  do, t h a t ' s  a l l  you would 
get  done. To me i t ' s  a waste of t ime and, i f  
I  were :not a p a s t o r ' s  w i fe ,  I  would t e l l  them I 
j u s t  d o n ' t  have th e  time®
M i n i s t e r s '  wives accep t  th e  r o l e  of  counse lo r  only 
r e l u c t a n t l y .  They say a l l  th e  p a r i s h i o n e r  r e a l l y  wants i s  
t o  t a l k  and th e y  d o n ' t  l i k e  th e  uncom for tab le  f e e l i n g  of  
knowing a l l  the  d e t a i l s  of the  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p e r so n a l  l i f e .  
Respondent No. 6 s a id  t h a t  i f  you concede to  l i s t e n ,  i t  w i l l  
have consequences on th e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  behav io r  towards you 
l a t e r .
I  d o n ' t  l i k e  to  do i t  because I 'm no t  a 
p s y c h o lo g is t  but I j u s t  l i s t e n — t h a t ' s  a l l  
they  r e a l l y  want-—to  t h e i r  problems with  
t h e i r  husband or an u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  c h i l d .
Often when they  see you a f t e r  t h a t ,  they  
w on ' t  t a l k  t o  you because you know a l l  about 
them. Of c o u r se ,  they  t o l d  you!
Church members expect th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  t o  be knowledgeable
about r e l i g i o u s  a f f a i r s ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  f i n e r  t h e o l o g i c a l
p o i n t s .  Respondent No. 6 s a id  a woman c a l l e d  her from a
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beauty  p a r l o r  t o  s e t t l e  a d i s p u t e  about th e  Book of  Ruth .
Of co u rse ,  the  wife i s  u s u a l l y  not t r a i n e d  in  th eo logy  
and M i n i s t e r 1 s Wife No. 10 s a i d ,  " I  know one m i n i s t e r ’ s 
w ife  who won’ t  j o i n  the  B ib le  c l a s s  because she d o esn ’ t  
want the  co n g reg a t io n  to  know how i l l i t e r a t e  she i s  in  
th e  B i b l e . "
The m i n i s t e r ' s .wife must se rve  th e  e n t i r e  congre­
g a t io n .  Church members r e s e n t  i t  when she shows f a v o r i t i s m
ph.by s e l e c t i n g  s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s .  ^ M i n i s t e r s ’ wives a re  aware 
of th e  j e a l o u s i e s  caused by s o c i a l i z i n g  w i th  one fam ily  
more than  ano ther  and ta k e  s te p s  t o  p reven t  i t .  Respon­
dent No. 11 t o l d  how she and her  husband handled th e  m a t te r  
of  p a s t o r a l  c a l l i n g .  ”We v i s i t  them r e g u l a r l y  and keep a 
r e c o rd  o f  t h i s  because i t ' s  so easy to  v i s i t  one fam ily  
more o f t e n  than  ano ther  and t h a t  could cause j e a l o u s y . ”
L o ls 2^ i n th e  Church
One only  need a t t e n d  a church s e r v i c e  t o  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  women a re  b e t t e r  church  members than  men. For 
e l d e r l y  women, th e  church i s  o f t e n  t h e i r  only  s o c i a l  
a c t i v i t y .  With time on t h e i r  hands ,  th e s e  l i t t l e  old
2 ^ F o t  a more complete d i s c u s s i o n ,  see Chapter  VI,
i n f r a .
25"Lol” i s  a term bestowed by workers i n  v a r io u s  
s e r v i c e s  on t h e i r  most annoying c l i e n t s .  I t  i s  an acronym 
fo r  " l i t t l e  o ld  l a d i e s . "
38
l a d i e s  fo eas  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on the  church and tak e  a con­
suming i n t e r e s t  i n  church a f f a i r s  and th e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  
of th e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  w i f e .  As a r e s u l t ,  they  a re  some 
of  th e  most t roublesome p a r i sh io n e r s , ,
According t o  re sp o n d en ts  in  t h i s  s tudy ,  i t  i s  th e  
l o l s  who a r e  always on th e  t e le p h o n e .  They f i l l  the  m in i s ­
t e r ' s  w ife  i n  on what i s  happening in  the  community and check 
up on the  f a m i ly .  The l o l  c o n s id e r s  h e r s e l f  one of  the  
m i n i s t e r ' s  employers and can become q u i t e  in d ig n a n t  when 
she f e e l s  she i s n ' t  g e t t i n g  her  money's w orth .  Such women 
have a h ig h ly  p e r s o n a l i z e d  n o t io n  of C h r i s t i a n  b e h a v io r .
This i s  apparen t  i n  the  fo l lo w in g  r e p o r t  made by M i n i s t e r ' s  
Wife No. 23:
On occas ion  my husband has been up a l l  n ig h t  
w ith  an a l c o h o l i c  or a p o t e n t i a l  s u i c i d e .  Then, 
some l i t t l e  o ld  l a d y  of t h e  co n g reg a t io n  w i l l  
c a l l  up a t  some s p r i g h t l y  hour and i n f e r  t h a t  
anyone who i s n ' t  up and doing a t  7 :15 simply 
i s n ' t  l e a d in g  a good C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  I
The l o l  i s  apt. to  be q u i t e  p o s s e s s iv e  about her  
church and parsonage .  She i s  th e  one who asks why th e  
c a rp e t  i s  worn. ( I t ' s  p robab ly  worn.by th e  d a i l y  parade 
of  l o l s  in  th e  p a r so n a g e . )  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. k  s a id  
t h a t  a l o l  had c a l l e d  her  to  t e l l  her  she d i d n ' t  l i k e  the  
new t i l e  on the  church f l o o r .
S ince  th e  l o l  sometimes se rves  as a news h o t l i n e  
fo r  th e  whole neighborhood, she i s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  to  harm
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th e  r e p u t a t i o n  of the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e .  The wise m i n i s t e r ' s
wife  t r e a d s  c a r e f u l l y  w i th  the  l o l s  because she knows t h a t
every g e s tu r e  i s  taken  pe rsona l ly , .  Respondent No. 3 t o l d
of  a l o l ' s  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  her  b eh a v io r :
We have a l i t t l e  old l a d y  down the  s t r e e t  who 
d o e s n ' t  t h in k  j u s t  r i g h t .  We h a d n ' t  been here  
very  long when she got the  id e a  t h a t  I w ou ldn ' t  
s i t  w i th  her  a t  church .  A c tu a l ly  I  had gone 
out to  t e a c h  Sunday School c l a s s .
Because they  a re  so e a s i l y  o ffended  and so quick 
t o  b ro ad cas t  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e ' s  b e h a v io r ,  l o l s  a re  a 
c o n s tan t  source  of annoyance to  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i fe .  Many 
m i n i s t e r s '  wives d i s l i k e  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  hoboes who f r e ­
quent th e  parsonage but one, in  th e  acq u a in tan ce  of  Respon­
dent  Wo. I 1*, s a i d ,  "At l e a s t  t h e y ' r e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  than  
th e  o ld  l a d i e s . "  Less a t r i a l  of p a t i e n c e  t o o .
The W ife 's  Response 
The m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e ' s  a t t i t u d e s  toward church  mem­
b e rs  a re  g e n e r a l ly  q u i t e  p o s i t i v e .  She may wish they  were 
more generous w i th  t h e i r  t ime and money or more w i l l i n g  
t o  assume l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s ,  but she does not expect 
them t o  be p e r f e c t  and so i s  s a t i s f i e d .  E s p e c i a l l y  d u r in g  
a c r i s i s  a f f e c t i n g  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  f am i ly ,  p a r i s h i o n e r s  a re  
ap t  to  s e i z e  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  show t h a t  th ey  a re  " f r i e n d s  
i n  need ."  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 2 d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  a sp ec t  of 
c l e r g y  l i f e :
I
ko
J u s t  i n  normal c o n v e r s a t io n  i t  comes up t h a t  
you a r e  moving or t h a t  you a r e  going to  put up 
a fence  and, a l l  of  a sudden, you have a l o t  
of  people  h e lp in g  you. That i s  one of  th e  most 
w onderfu l ,  s a t i s f y i n g  th in g s  about th e  m i n i s t r y .
I t  seems l i k e  you always have a f r i e n d  who i s  
w i l l i n g  t o  do something fo r  you.
Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  a r e  sometimes
d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i th  th e  c o n g re g a t io n .  They r e a d i l y  admit
t im es  of  d isappo in tm en t  and f r u s t r a t i o n .  Respondent No.
15 s a i d ,  "You see  members who can be so k in d  and C h r i s t i a n
a t  one t ime and, a t  a n o th e r ,  so h a t e f u l  and u n th in k in g  t h a t
i t  can be h e a r t b r e a k i n g . "  E a r ly  i n  th e  game th e  m i n i s t e r ' s
w ife  l e a r n s  not t o  become d i s i l l u s i o n e d  by th e s e  members
and not to  t a k e  th in g s  p e r s o n a l l y .  Respondent No. 22 s a i d ,
I . t h i n k  you need some kind of  coat or s h e l l  t h a t  
people  c a n ' t  p e n e t r a t e  w i th  some o f  t h e s e  th in g s  
t h a t ,  t h e s e  p e t t y  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  u p s e t  a younger 
p a s t o r 1s w i f e .
The m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  can develop  such a p r o t e c t i v e  
" s h e l l "  as i n s u l a t i o n  a g a i n s t  th e  demands o f  t h e  church  
membership in  fo u r  ways:
(1) by v e r b a l l y  r e j e c t i n g  th e  r e l i g i o u s  r o l e .
(2)  by m a in ta in in g  a job i n  th e  community..
(3) by having  a l a r g e  f a m i ly .  ;
l
(^t) by pe rsu ad in g  her  husband to  l e a v e  th e  
m i n i s t r y .
Some women a t tem p t  t o  educa te  th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t o  
t h e i r  own co n c ep t io n  o f  t h e  r o l e  by rem ain ing  a l o o f .  In
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t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t io n s  they  can imply they  do not f e e l  o b l i ­
ga ted  to  the  church .  Though i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  they  can 
t r y  t o  d e f e r  a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  t h e i r  husbands l i k e  
M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife l o .  5 who s a i d ,  " I  t r y  to  make i t  a p o i n t ,  
i f  someone does t a l k  to  me, of say in g ,  'W ell ,  why d o n ' t  
you t a l k  t o  my husband about i t ? ' "
Another means of  i n s u l a t i o n  from th e  p r e s s u r e s  of 
the  church i s  to  ta k e  a job o u t s id e  th e  church .  M i n i s t e r s '  
wives f i n d  t h a t  church members o f t e n  o b je c t  to  t h i s  but 
some manage anyway. Respondent No. 22 was not employed 
but was a f u l l - t i m e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t .  She commented on her 
approach:
I  have my own method of being too busy r e a l l y  
w i th  th e  fam ily  and going to  s c h o o l .  They a re  
educated now to  where they  d o n ' t  expect  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  and I  t h in k  t h a t ' s  im p o r ta n t .
Ministers® wives u nders tand  t h a t  fam ily  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t i e s  a r e  one i n s u l a t o r  th e  church  members c a n ' t  argue 
w i th .  This  i s  p robably  th e  b e s t  means of i n s u l a t i o n  be­
cause i t  c o in c id e s  w ith  th e  middle C lass  va lue  t h a t  the  
woman's p la c e  i s  i n  th e  home. M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 2 k  
r e p o r t e d :
I  was g iven  some wise adv ice  by a m i n i s t e r ' s  
w ife  from C onnec t icu t  when we were f i r s t  mar­
r i e d .  She s a id  t h a t  th e  b e s t  way to  make your 
own d e c i s io n s  and f in d  your own p la ce  in  the  
church  was t o  have a small  c h i l d  or two around.
They make a wonderfu l  excuse .
S e v e ra l  re sp o n d en ts  ad m it ted  t h a t  they  had given some
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though t  to  t h i s  approach .  One had n ine  c h i l d r e n  and knew 
i t  worked*
The husbands of two of  th e  re sp o n d en ts  in  t h i s  
s tudy  were not p a s to r s  but a s s i s t a n t  p a s to rs*  Both of  
th e s e  wives s a id  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n a l  f a c t o r  a llowed 
them more freedom than  th e  p a s t o r ’s w i f e .  M i n i s t e r ’s Wife 
No. s a i d ,  "There i s  a f u l l  time m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  so
people don’ t  focus  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on me as the  p a s t o r ’ s
w ife  which i s  q u i t e  a r e l i e f . "
When a l l  e l s e  f a i l s  and a husband and w ife  a re
com ple te ly  d i s h e a r t e n e d ,  they  have the  f i n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e
of  l e a v in g  th e  m i n i s t r y .  Such d e c i s io n s  a re  not a r r i v e d
a t  e a s i l y  f o r ,  though t h e r e  a r e  no p e r p e t u a l  vows in  the
P r o t e s t a n t  m i n i s t r y ,  t h e y  a r e  bound by t h e i r  consc iences
and sometimes by the  c o n v ic t i o n  th ey  have been " c a l l e d
o f  God” t o  th e  m i n i s t r y .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 13 to ld
about he r  ex p e r ien ce  w i th  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e :
I  might say t h a t  t h e r e  was a t ime in  our l i f e
t h a t  we got so fed  up w i th  i t ,  we dec ided  we
c o u ld n ’ t  c a r r y  on and we went to  work, but we 
were so m is e ra b le  we had to  come back.
CHAPTER V
THE COMMUNITY: PINOCHLE AND POLITICS
The s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife 
extend beyond the  church i n t o  th e  community. In  va ry in g  
degrees,  m i n i s t e r s '  wives p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  community a c t i v i ­
t i e s  which p r o v i d e . t h e  o u t l e t  so many of  them v e r b a l i z e  
f o r  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  o u t s id e  th e  church .  Community o rg a n i ­
z a t io n s  g iv e  them th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  deve lop  f r i e n d s h i p s  
w i th  people  o f  o th e r  denominations who do n o t ,  h o p e f u l ly ,  
c o n c e p tu a l i z e  them as " m i n i s t e r s '  w ives ."  The m i n i s t e r ' s  
w ife  f i n d s ,  however,  t h a t  she cannot l e a v e  her  r e l i g i o u s  
r o l e  a t  th e  church door ,  t h a t  church members somehow f in d  
i t  r e l e v a n t  t o  her choice  of p inoch le  p a r t n e r s  and her 
p o l i t i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e s .
This ch a p te r  ex p lo re s  th e  n a tu re  of the  m i n i s t e r ' s  
w i f e ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  community a f f a i r s  and the  l i m i t a ­
t i o n s  imposed on her by church members.
The R ura l  Community
S ince  most of  th e  re sponden ts  i n  t h i s  s tudy  l i v e  
i n  sm a l l ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  r u r a l ,  communities,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  
to  comment on some unique a s p e c t s  o f  the  r u r a l  m i n i s t r y .
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R e l ig i o u s  schools  and sem in a r ie s  a re  g e n e r a l ly  l o c a t e d  
i n  urban a re a s  and, commonly, in  the  E a s t e rn  p a r t  of the  
U n i ted  S ta t e s *  For t h i s  r ea so n ,  most o f  Montana 's  c l e rg y  
a re  not n a t i v e .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  a d j u s t i n g  to  a p a r t i c u l a r  
church  membership, th e  Montana m in i s t e r  and h i s  wife o f te n  
face  an ad jus tm ent  t o  an e n t i r e l y  new l i f e  s t y l e .
Church members have come to  accep t  t h i s  and expect 
t o  h e lp  s o c i a l i z e  the  new m in i s t e r  and h i s  wife to  Western 
ways. Indeed ,  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 20 commented, "One 
ran c h e r  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I  knew where milk came from!"
S e v e ra l  denominat ions r e f e r  t o  t h e i r  churches in  
Montana and o th e r  Western s t a t e s  as "p io n ee r  m is s io n s . "  
Ministers® wives of  th e se  denom inat ions  co n s id e r  a Montana 
p a s t o r a t e  as much of a c h a l le n g e  as an assignment to  th e  
f o r e i g n  m iss ion  f i e l d s .  Some have s a id  t h a t  they  were 
l e s s  th a n  anxious to  come t o  Montana but found, upon 
a r r i v i n g ,  t h a t  t h e i r  p r e - c o n c e p t io n s  were o u td a te d .  
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 2 r e p o r t e d  t h a t  her p a re n t s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
o b je c te d  to  t h e i r  a c ce p t in g  a p a s t o r s h i p  in  Montana be­
cause of  the  "danger " %
Out East  they  d o n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h e  k ind  of l i f e  
you l i v e  h e r e .  They have an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  
id e a  of North Dakota ,  where we went f i r s t .
They th o u g h t ,  you know, t h a t  you have In d ian s  
running  around and so f o r t h .  They thought  t h a t  
I  was going to  such an u n c i v i l i z e d  co u n t ry !
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. k  s a id  t h a t  the  expe r ience  had been
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most e n l ig h te n in g  f o r  her  fam ily  e s p e c i a l l y  h e a r in g  s t o r i e s
about c a t t l e  r u s t l i n g  and homesteading,  which they  have
p r e v io u s ly  only read  about i n  h i s t o r y  'books. She commented
on a r u r a l  Montana p a r i s h :
We f in d  a type  o f  f r o n t i e r  a t t i t u d e  i n  a l o t  of 
people  h e r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  men. They a re  s t i l l  
th e  rough and ready  type  of  pe rson ,  you know, 
who l i k e  t o  s e t t l e  t h e i r  d i s p u t e s  w ith  a gun and 
t h a t  type  of  t h i n g .  We found t h a t  q u i t e  i n t e r ­
e s t i n g ,  unexpec ted .
Overcoming th e  i n i t i a l  a t t i t u d e s  of th e  l o c a l  g en t ry  
towards " E a s t e r n e r s ” can be a major h u rd le  f o r  the  m i n i s t e r .  
Some of them have kept  t h e i r  churches going fo r  long  i n t e r ­
v a l s  w i thou t  a m i n i s t e r  and a re  f e a r f u l  t h a t  th e  m i n i s t e r  
w i l l  not accep t  what th e y  have been doing or w i l l  f in d  
f a u l t  w i th  t h e i r  uneduca ted  ways. Respondent No. 2 t a lk e d  
about t h i s  r e s i s t a n c e :
These coun try  people  e s p e c i a l l y  d o n ' t  l e t  t h e i r  
guard down fo r  q u i t e  a w h i le .  They have to  know 
f i r s t  t h a t  you l i k e  them and t h a t  you a re  going 
to  accep t  them l i k e  they  a r e ,  t h a t  you a r e  not 
going to  c o r r e c t  t h e i r  E n g l i s h ,  t h a t  you don’ t  
ca re  how th e y  t a l k ,  t h a t  you l i k e  them.
M in i s t e r s  and t h e i r  wives have d i s c o v e red  t h a t  th e  bes t  
way to  minimize th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  background between them­
s e lv e s  and the  church members i s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  as much 
as p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  The m i n i s t e r  goes out 
t o  h e lp  a t  b rand ing  t ime; h i s  w ife  jo in s  t h e  sewing c i r c l e  
and th ey  bo th  become s e n s i t i v e  to  a t t i t u d e s  towards the  
Farm er’ s Union and th e  economic consequences of the
1+6
w e a th e r . M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. b  s a id  t h a t  she and her  hus­
band were c lued  in  by what was s a id  about o the r  m i n i s t e r s  
who had se rved  th e r e  in  the  p a s t :  "The ones t h a t  r e a l l y
r a t e d  were th e  ones t h a t  dropped in  o f t e n ,  who l i k e d  t o  go 
out in  the  f i e l d s  and l i k e d  to  r i d e  th e  t r a c t o r . "  Other 
m i n i s t e r s  and t h e i r  wives a re  unab le  or u n w i l l i n g  t o  f i t  
i n t o  the  p a t t e r n  of  r u r a l  l i f e ;  th ey  j o y f u l l y  a n t i c i p a t e  
a " c a l l "  to  an u rban  a r e a .  One woman (No. 1 1 ) ,  now in  an 
u rban  a r e a ,  spoke sad ly  of her  problems i n  a very  small  
community: " I f  I  were asked t o  name th e  o v e r a l l  atmos­
p h ere ,  i t  would be one of  r e j e c t i o n - - a  c e r t a i n  f e e l i n g  of  
h o s t i l i t y  you could  never overcome."
The farming and ran ch in g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  church mem­
b e rs  a re  an im por tan t  i n f l u e n c e  on th e  church c a le n d a r .  
Church programs vary  acco rd ing  t o  th e  se aso n s .  I n  autumn 
s e r v i c e s  a r e  sometimes suspended so t h a t  th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  
a re  f r e e  to  a t t e n d  to  th e  work of  h a r v e s t i n g .  Some m in i s ­
t e r s  ta k e  t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  a v a c a t io n  w hile  o t h e r s ,  
concerned about sh a r in g  the  r u r a l  l i f e ,  go out i n  the  
f i e l d s  to  lend  a hand.
S in ce  t h e r e  a r e  few o rgan ized  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  th e  church i s  o f t e n  the  only 
source  of  community l i f e .  A lso ,  r u r a l  church members have 
more c o n s e rv a t iv e  r e l i g i o u s  a t t i t u d e s  than  t h e i r  u rban
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b r e th r e n  and the  t r a d i t i o n  of "church  every Sunday" i s
s t i l l  s t r o n g .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 22 d e s c r ib e d  th e  r u r a l
a t t i t u d e  i n  t h i s  s ta te m en t :
The a t t i t u d e  of th e  people i s  d i f f e r e n t .  In  a 
r u r a l  community, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  M innesota ,  where 
th e  Scand inav ians  have been L u therans  way back 
i n  church h i s t o r y ,  th e  church i s  th e  c e n te r  of  
t h e i r  l i f e .  I f  t h e r e  i s  any th ing  going on a t  
th e  church ,  t h e y ’r e  t h e r e .  T h a t ’ s a l l  t h e r e  i s  
t o  i t . .
R e l ig io u s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  fo r  women p rov ide  one of th e  few
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  the  r u r a l  wife to  come i n t o  town. The
a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e s e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a r e  c h i e f l y  s o c i a l  so
m eetings a re  w e l l  a t t e n d e d — sometimes, as Respondent No.
I k  su g g e s ted ,  by women of  d i f f e r e n t  denom inat ions  and
women w ith  no church t i e s *
A ll  th e  women come, whether t h e y  belong to  the  
church or n o t .  I t ’ s j u s t  ano ther  c lub  to  go out 
to  in  th e  co u n t ry .  You know, something e l s e  to  
get  away from th e  r an ch .  And i t ’ s r e a l l y  a com­
munity where th ey  go to g e th e r  from one c lub  to  
ano ther  a l though  some of them have a b s o l u t e l y  
no r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r e s t  a t  a l l .
H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  women a t t e n d  church more f r e q u e n t l y
th an  t h e i r  husbands,  but in  r u r a l  churches  th e  absence of
men i s  e s p e c i a l l y  n o t i c e a b l e .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 2
p o in te d  out some rea s o n s  f o r  t h i s :
Very many of th e  men won’ t  come. We’ve been 
t o l d  t h a t  they  d o n ' t  have any th ing  a g a in s t  the  
church ,  th ey  j u s t  c a n ' t  see any p a r t i c u l a r  
rea so n  f o r  h u r ry in g  up to  get  t h e i r  chores  
done to  get to  church .  I t ’ s in conven ien t  fo r  
a farmer or a ranc.her to  get  to  church sometimes
b8
and when they  do, you know t h e y ’ve made a 
s p e c i a l  e f f o r t .
The e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  of  r u r a l  church membership 
i s  low and because they  a re  cogn izan t  of th e  f a c t  t h a t  the  
m i n i s t e r ’s w ife  has a t  l e a s t  a h igh  school  ed u ca t io n  and 
p robab ly  some f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g ,  they  expect her  t o  have 
a l l  the  answers .  Clergymen in  th e s e  a rea s  must develop 
l e a d e r s h i p  w i th in  th e . c h u r c h  among members who f e e l  in a d e ­
quate  f o r  the  jo b .  I n i t i a l l y ,  though, th e  p a s to r  and h i s  
w ife  a re  fo rc e d  t o  ta k e  s t ro n g  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s .  Respon­
dent  No. 19 d ram atized  t h i s  po in ts
In  a small  town i t ’ s d i f f e r e n t  because they  a re  
a l l  w a i t in g  to  see what th e  p r i e s t ’ s w ife  i s  
going to  be l i k e .  A f te r  a l l ,  she i s  going to  
be the  head of the  A l t a r  G uild ,  she i s  going to  
l e a d  th e  women’ s a u x i l i a r y ,  be p r e s id e n t  of  
t h i s  and t h a t ,  a l s o  th e  su p e r in te n d e n t  of  church 
schoo ls  and she i s  going to  s in g  i n  the  c h o i r .
Man, I  walked in  h e re  and they  j u s t  f i r e d  them 
at  me.
The M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife i n  t h e  Community 
"Church, church ,  c h u r c h ,” sa id  Respondent No. 2, 
"ever  s in c e  I ’ve been a m i n i s t e r ’s w i f e ,  I ’ve been crushed 
by th e  f a c t  t h a t  ev e ry th in g  i s  church I” A l l  of th e  m in i s ­
t e r s ’ wives i n  t h i s  s tudy echo th e se  f e e l i n g s .  They want 
to  r e l a t e  to  people  who do not see them as  m i n i s t e r s ’ 
w ives ,  to  get  a new p e r s p e c t iv e  on them se lves .  They ex­
p re s s  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  o u t s i d e  church chan­
n e l s  and a g en e ra l  need j u s t  t o  r e l a x .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife
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NOo 2 con t inued :
I have,; always made i t  a p r a c t i c e  of doing some-' 
t h in g ,o n c e  a week t h a t  do esn ’ t  have any th ing  to  
do w ith  the  church where I  meet an e n t i r e l y  new 
group of p eo p le .  I c e - s k a t i n g ,  squa re  danc ing ,  
something e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  you know. And I 
meet people  and i t ’ s r e f r e s h i n g  and you need i t  
because they  a re  people  who don’t  c o n s i d e r ’ you 
as a m i n i s t e r ’ s w i fe .
M i n i s t e r s ’ wives p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a v a r i e t y  of  a c t i ­
v i t i e s  o u t s i d e  th e  church .  Most of the  o r g a n iz a t io n s  they  
belong, t o  a re  e d u ca t io n  or c h i l d - o r i e n t e d :  th e  PTA, th e  
F r ie n d s  of  th e  L ib r a r y ,  th e  G i r l  S.couts. Some of them do 
s u b s t i t u t e  te ach in g  and t h r e e  of th e  re sp o n d e n ts  i n  t h i s  
s tudy  a re  p a r t - t im e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  p re p a r in g  to  be 
t e a c h e r s .  The m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  who i s  t r a i n e d  in  a p r o f e s ­
s io n a l  c a p a c i ty  f i n d s  t h a t  p a r t - t i m e  work, i n  a d d i t i o n  to  
augmenting the  f a m i l y ’s income, p rov ides  a r e f r e s h i n g  
change of pace.  Respondent No. 1 ,  a speech t h e r a p i s t ,  
d i s c u s s e d  her  work:
What I  have done i s  t o  work i n  speech th e ra p y  
in  th e  community and i t ’ s i n t e r e s t i n g  fo r  some­
one who has had th e  t r a i n i n g .  I t ’ s very n e c e s ­
s a ry  t o  f i n d  some kind of  ex p re s s io n  of  i t  so 
t h a t  you a r e n ’ t  j u s t  fo l lo w in g  along i n  the  hus­
band’s q u i t e  g l o r i f i e d  r o l e  in  the  community.
The p a s to r  and h i s  w ife  a re  not  g e n e r a l ly  very  
a c t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c s .  E xpress ing  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  p re f e r e n c e s  
i n  p u b l ic  might a l i e n a t e  some of the  church members and, of 
c o u r se ,  th e  p a s to r  would want to  avoid t h a t .  Respondent
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No0 6 s a i d ,  "The l a s t  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  was q u i t e  a c t i v e  
in  p o l i t i c s  and th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  r e s e n t e d  i t .  They d i d n ' t  
want th e  League of Women V oters  meeting  i n  ' t h e i r *  p a r ­
l o r  !"
Some m i n i s t e r s '  wives f e e l  t h a t  they  have an o b l i ­
g a t io n  t o  be a c t i v e  i n  community s e r v i c e .  No. 11 s a id ,  
a l though  she b e l i e v e d  she has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  th e  com­
munity as w el l  as the  church ,  "How many c le rg y  wives do? 
They s t a y  w i th in  t h e i r  own church boundary ."  That does 
seem to  be the  g e n e ra l  t r e n d .  For one r e a s o n ,  the  demands 
o f  the  church  on the  m i n s t e r ' s  w i f e ' s  t im e a re  g r e a t .  
Respondent No. 11 summarized a more t y p i c a l  a t t i t u d e  t o ­
ward community s e r v i c e :
Well I 'm  not too  much as  f a r  as the  community 
i s  concerned because I  f e e l  t h a t  most o f  my 
time i s  tak en  w ith  our church  and th e  t ime I 
can s p a re ,  I l i k e  to  spend a t  home w i th  the  
boys, t o  be here  when they  come home from 
sc h o o l .
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 5 added ano ther  r e a s o n .  She f e l t  t h a t  
her r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  s e r v i c e  t o  church  members r e q u i r e d  
her t o  g ive  a l l  her energy t o  church a f f a i r s :  " I f  you d o n ' t ,  
you f e e l  g u i l t y . "  Church r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  so ex h au s t ­
ing  t h a t  th e  added p h y s ic a l  d r a i n  of  community a c t i v i t i e s  
may be ano ther  rea so n  f o r  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e ' s  r e l u c t a n c e  
to  p a r t i c i p a t e .  As No. 6 s a i d ,  " I f  I  ever d id  have t im e ,
I t h in k  I ' d  j u s t  s i t  home and s t a r e  i n t o  sp ace ."
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The Church Vs. The Community
The m i n i s t e r ' s  wife who i s  very a c t i v e  in  the  
community d i s c o v e r s  s h o r t l y  t h a t  such a c t i v i t y  i s  r e s e n t e d  
by elements of the  church  membership who i n t e r p r e t  i t  i n  
th e s e  wayss
(1) She d o e s n ' t  have enough to  do in  th e  churcho
(2) She f e e l s  she must go o u t s id e  the  church f o r  
f r i e n d s .
(3) She, e s p e c i a l l y  when she i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  
o r i e n t e d ,  endangers th e  community's concep­
t i o n  of  t h e i r  church .
The f i r s t  a t t i t u d e  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e  ex p e r ien ce  
of M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 6 who wished to  become a l i b r a r i a n , ,  
She planned to  o b ta in  a degree  in  l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  when her 
h usband 's  church was nea r  a l a r g e  u n i v e r s i t y .  In  a sm a l le r  
town she had th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  work i n  a l i b r a r y  p a r t -  
t im e ,  but she soon found t h a t  th e  church members d id  not 
approve.  In  her words, " i t  r e a l l y  d iscombobula ted  some 
of  them." The p a s to r  and h i s . w i f e  a re  s e rv a n t s  o f  the  
church and no one i s  more aware o f  t h i s  than  th e  church 
members. When th e  p a s t o r ' s  w ife  goes to  work or even 
p a r t i c i p a t e s  in  community a f f a i r s ,  they  f e e l  they  a re  not 
g e t t i n g  t h e i r  due. "Your t im e i s  our t ime" seems to  be 
t h e i r  motto and, though a few c le rg y  f a m i l i e s  have t r i e d
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to  ig n o re  i t ,  most of them conform and l i m i t  themselves
to  church work.
Church members sometimes f e e l  i t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e
fo r  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r  t o  seek f r i e n d s h i p s  o u t s id e  the  church
c i r c le , ,  I f  the  m in i s t e r  and h i s  -wife belong to  p u re ly
s o c i a l  groups o u t s id e  th e  church,  church members a re
s l i g h t e d ,  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No, 20 t o l d  of t h i s  a t t i t u d e
and i t s  consequences:
I was t h in k in g  of our f i r s t  ex p e r ien ce  h e r e .
There i s  q u i t e  an a c t i v e  p in o ch le  c lub  i n  town 
and so my husband and I  were i n v i t e d  t o  a 
p in o ch le  p a r t y ,  I  had the  good f o r tu n e  to  win 
h igh  p r i z e  th e  f i r s t  n ig h t  we played and i t  
made th e  l o c a l  p ap e r .  There were a few p a r i s h ­
io n e r s  who looked a l i t t l e  b i t  askance a t  t h a t  
so i t ' s  only  w i th  th e  coup les  of t h e  church th a t  
we p lay  p in o c h le  now.
Church members do not want t h e i r  p a s to r s  t o  be 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  any p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  l e a n in g  and, when 
the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  i s  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  a re  apt 
t o  be r e p e r c u s s io n s :  Respondent No, 1*+ r e p o r t e d ,  "There
a re  a few who d o n ' t  l i k e  my p o l i t i c s  and t e l l  my husband 
t h a t  I should be h e lp in g  him in s t e a d  of h u r t i n g  him,"
While most m i n i s t e r s '  w ives ,  ever consc ious  t h a t  t h e i r  be­
h av io r  can i n f lu e n c e  t h e i r  husbands* m i n i s t r i e s ,  fo rego  
such en tang lem en ts ,  t h i s  la d y  remained undaunted;
One t ime I  i n v i t e d  t h i s  speaker  w i th  p o l i t i c a l  
co n n o ta t io n s  to  a UN d inne r  and they  thought  i t  
was t e r r i b l e .  Of co u rse ,  i f  i t  had been t h e i r  
p a r t y ,  i t  would have been 0Ko My daugh te r  and
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I  marched in  the  Peace March l a s t  year  and 
t h a t  r e a l l y  u p s e t  them.
She summarized her h usband 's  a t t i t u d e  towards a l l  t h i s :
"He d i d n ' t  approve of the  March, but he approves of me
doing what I  want to  d o a" 2^
A t t i t u d e s  of the  church members towards th e  
m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e ’ s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  community a c t i v i t i e s  
impose c e r t a i n  r e s t r a i n t s , ,  Some women, l i k e  th e  one j u s t  
mentioned,  a re  u n a f f e c t e d  but th e  m a jo r i ty  ab ide  by t h e i r  
w ishes .  Young m i n i s t e r s ’ wives who perhaps f e e l  t h a t  
t h e i r  husbands have more t o  l o s e  accep t  th e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  
more r e a d i l y  than  o ld e r  women.
Summary
Community a c t i v i t i e s  appea l  to  th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s 
w ife  because they  g ive  her th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  s e l f -  
e x p re s s io n  and a chance t o  have fun  and r e l a x .  She 
t r e a s u r e s  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  be p e rce iv ed  as an i n d i v i ­
dua l  w i thou t  the  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  of " th e  m i n i s t e r ’s w i f e , "  
U n fo r tu n a te ly  f o r  her menta l  h e a l t h ,  she f i n d s  her p a r i s h ­
i o n e r s ’ e x p e c ta t io n s  and p r e s c r i p t i o n s  extend beyond th e
2^ I t  may be of  i n t e r e s t  to  no te  t h a t  t h i s  r e sp o n ­
dent  impressed  th e  in t e rv i e w e r  as a very  " l i b e r a t e d "  m in i s ­
t e r ’ s w i fe .  U nlike  many, she seemed com ple te ly  a t  ease 
du r in g  th e  in te rv ie w  and showed no r e t i c e n c e  about answer­
ing  any q u e s t io n .  - R e j e c t in g  th e  s t e r e o ty p e  com ple te ly ,  
she appeared fo r  the  in te rv ie w  w ith  her h a i r  i n  r o l l e r s .
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churcho Even in  p u re ly  s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  she w i l l  en­
coun ter  church members who i n s i s t  on b r in g in g  her  r e l i ­
gious r o l e  to  the  f o r e 0 M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife Noe 13 i l l u s ­
t r a t e d  th e  problem w ith  the  fo l lo w in g  i n c i d e n t :
I  go to  a Home D em onstra t ion  Club here  in  town 
and t h e y 'v e  made me P re s id e n t  of i t 0 I f e e l  
t h i s  i s n ' t  a r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n iz a t io n  but t h i s  
g i r l ,  who belongs to  th e  church ,  f i g u re d  I 
should open the  s e s s io n  w i th  prayer,,  She 
r e a l l y  put th e  p r e s s u r e  on, She say s ,  "Well , 
they  expect  i t  of  you0" I d o n ' t  t h in k  so ,  I 
f e e l  I ' d  be pushing m yse lf  on therm I t ' s  not 
a church  th in g  a t  a l i o
CHAPTER V I
THE FAMILY: LIFE IN THE FISHBOWL
The n a tu re  of  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  work makes i t  impos­
s i b l e  f o r  him to  s e p a r a t e  h i s  occupa t ion  from h i s  home 
l i f e .  At home the  phone c o n s t a n t l y  r in g s  f o r  him: p e r ­
haps he does counse l ing  i n  the  home or he may even hold 
church meetings t h e r e .  His r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f te n  i n t e r ­
ru p t  fam ily  p lans  and, s in c e  h i s  w ife  i s  t y p i c a l l y  knee- 
deep in  h i s  work, i t  i s  n a t u r a l  t h a t  th e  c h i l d r e n  a re  
in f lu e n c e d  by h i s  p r o f e s s i o n .  U n like  most American c h i ld  
r e n ,  they  have a b i r d ' s - e y e  view of  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  work* 
This chap te r  examines fam ily  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and 
th e  consequences of the  r e l i g i o u s  p r o f e s s io n  fo r  fam ily  
l i f e .
The M a r i t a l  R e la t i o n s h ip  
As in d i c a t e d  in  Chapter  I I I ,  m i n i s t e r s '  w ives '  
concep t ions  of t h e i r  p a r t  i n  th e  m i n i s t r y  vary  g r e a t l y .  
However, t h e r e  do seem to  be a t  l e a s t  two c o n s t a n t s  in  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s :  f i r s t ,  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  m a in ta in  an 
ex c e p t io n a l  home atmosphere and second, a r e a l i z a t i o n  
t h a t  the  w i f e ' s  own behavior  has a d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on her
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on her husband’ s te n u re  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  community*
The m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  f e e l s  a s t ro n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
t o  her home because of  i t s  importance t o  her husband 's
mental  hea l th*  Shar ing  the  sen t im en ts  of  many m i n i s t e r s ’
w ives ,  Respondent No* 29 spoke of her  home and fam ily
o r i e n t a t i o n :
Well,  t o  me, I  t h in k  the  most im por tan t  p a r t  
a woman has i n  the r o l e  of  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife  
i s  t h a t  of being concerned fo r  her  family*
There a re  many demands on the  t ime of the  man 
of th e  house and I t h in k  i t ’ s q u i t e  im por tan t  
t h a t  th e  woman i s  concerned w ith  th e  home and 
making i t  a p la c e  where he can r e l a x ,  I f  
t h e r e  a re  minutes t o  re lax*
Sometimes church members do not agree  t h a t  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s
w i f e ' s  f i r s t  du ty  i s  i n  th e  home* Respondent No* 2 sensed
t h i s  a t t i t u d e  among church members but t r i e d  not t o  be
a f f e c t e d  by i t :
I  j u s t  r e f u s e  to  g ive  up my fam i ly  and what 
I  t h in k  i s  most im por tan t  f o r  whatever they  
th in k  I should  be do ing .  I 'm  kind of b u l l ­
headed about t h i s  but t h a t ' s  the  way I  f e e l*
The m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  cannot a f f o rd  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  
her  behavior  has some b e a r in g  on p e o p l e ' s  a t t i t u d e s  toward 
her husband and h is  work* This i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  a s t a t e ­
ment by Respondent No* ^ t h a t  a m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  can " e i t h e r  
make or break  th e  m in i s t e r* "  She added, " I ' v e  seen i t  
happen*" The most s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  of t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
i s  keeping  c o n f id e n c e s .  In  ano ther  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  s im i­
l a r i t i e s  between th e  medical  and r e l i g i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n s ,
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M in is te r  8s Wife No. 22 s a id :
I f  I  were even to  v i o l a t e  one c o n f id e n ce ,  t h a t  
would be the  end of i t  in  a town of  t h i s  s i z e .
Well ,  in  any town, I  do th in k  t h a t  being  a
p a s t o r ' s  w ife  i s  l i k e  being a d o c t o r ' s  w ife :  
i f  you c a n ’t  keep your mouth s h u t ,  you s h o u ld n ’t 
be there, ,  I f  you d o n ’ t  have t h i s  one t a l e n t ,  
you a r e  i n  bad shape»
Another in fo rm al  f u n c t io n  of th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  i s  being 
what Respondent No. 6 c a l l e d  a ’’good s o c i a l  ear f o r  her 
h u s b a n d / ’ In  th e  church and th e  community she can develop
a s e n s i t i v i t y  to  th o se  c o n v e rs a t io n s  which might have im­
p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  her  husband’ s m i n i s t r y „ She f i n d s  too  t h a t  
she i s  sometimes used as a go-between fo r  her husband and 
church memberso Church members e v i d e n t l y  f e e l  t h a t  i f  i t  
comes from h e r ,  r a t h e r  than  them, they  might get  some 
a c t i o n .  Sometimes they  use  her f o r  a sounding b o a r d -  
t e s t i n g  her r e a c t i o n  t o  a su g g e s t io n  b e fo re  they  b r in g  i t  
t o  her husband’ s a t t e n t io n , ,
Because of the  r e s t r a i n t s  imposed upon th e  m in i s ­
t e r ,  he cannot e a s i l y  d i s c u s s  h i s  problems w ith  church 
members. M i n i s t e r s ’ wives f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
w i th  t h e i r  husbands should be e s p e c i a l l y  c lo s e  so t h a t  
they  can p rov ide  such an o u t l e t .  Respondent No. 18 r e ­
marked :
There a re  t imes when he can f i n d  r e l i e f ,  r e ­
l e a s e  or e x p re s s io n  of h i s  own f e e l i n g s  no­
where e l s e .  And h e ’ s a l s o  human.
U n fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  the  m i n i s t e r ’ s w i fe ,  she may not f in d  a
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r e c i p r o c a l ' o u t l e t  i n  her husband. She may f e e l  he has 
enough t o  th in k  about w ithout  assuming her  problems o r ,  
he simply may not  be a v a i l a b l e .  When asked about her own 
need fo r  d i s c u s s i n g  p e r so n a l  problems, Respondent No. 5 
lamented:  "A p a s t o r ' s  wife  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  ge t  the  he lp  from
her husband she shou ld .  He j u s t  i s n ' t  t h e r e . "  E p isco ­
p a l i a n s ,  of  c o u rse ,  have ano ther  o u t l e t ,  t h e i r  c o n f e s s o r .  
The t h r e e  E p is c o p a l i a n  women i n  t h i s  s tudy  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
they  found comfort i n  d iscu ss in g ,  t h e i r  a n x i e t i e s  w i th  him. 
An immediate r e a c t i o n  might be: "Does she ever go to  her
husband as c o n fe s so r? "  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 19 responded 
very qu ick ly  in  th e  n e g a t iv e :  "No. Never.  She always
goes to  somebody e l s e  because her s in s  might in c lu d e  him 
and t h i s  would not  be good."
Most m i n i s t e r s '  wives agree  t h a t  t h e i r  m arr iages  
a re  s t r e n g th e n e d  as a r e s u l t  of s h a r in g  t h e i r  husbands® 
work. Indeed ,  t h i s  i s  one of  the  unique a s p e c t s  of  the  
c le rgym an 's  m a r r iag e .
With few e x c e p t io n s ,  American women do not have 
the  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  sha re  t h e i r  husbands® c a r e e r s .  More 
o f t e n  than  n o t ,  they  have only a vague id e a  o f  h i s  r e sp o n ­
s i b i l i t i e s  a t  work. M in i s t e r  *s Wife No. 18 commented on 
th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  sh a r in g  in  her husband’ s work:
When he r e j o i c e s ,  h i s  w ife  r e j o i c e s  w i th  him.
When he s u f f e r s ,  she s u f f e r s  w ith  him. When
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he has d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  she l a b o r s  th rough  them 
w ith  him. I t  adds a r i c h n e s s  to  the  e x p e r i ­
ence of a p a s to r  and h i s  w i fe .
Another responden t  (No. S3) had something to  say fo r  the
o p p o s i t e  p o in t  of view. Her o b s e rv a t io n s  concern  the
fam ily  l i f e  of  a woman who shared, her hu sb a n d 's  work to
a g r e a t  e x t e n t :
I  f in d  th a t  th e s e  homes become almost i n t o l e r ­
a b le  because they  bo th  have the  i d e n t i c a l  s e t  
o f  t e n s i o n s .  They a re  both  agon iz ing  over th e  
Sunday school t e a c h e r  who q u i t  and they  a re  
bo th  agon iz ing  over th e  o r g a n i s t  who had her  
f e e l i n g s  h u r t .
This woman f e l t  t h a t  a complete sh a r in g  had a d e t r im e n ta l  
e f f e c t  on fam ily  l i f e .
I t  should be noted  t h a t  none of  the  m i n i s t e r s '  
wives in  t h i s  s tudy  expressed  any r e a l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w ith  t h e i r  m ates .  N a t u r a l l y ,  the  word, "d iv o rce "  was never 
mentioned.  There i s  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  c l e rg y  m a r r iag e s ,  
because of  the  e x c e p t io n a l  r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n  of the  
p a r t n e r s ,  a re  very  harmonious. More l i k e l y ,  however,  i s  
th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  does not  f e e l  
f r e e  to  d i s c u s s  such problems. I t  would be dangerous fo r  
her  husband. She may be conforming to  S m i th ' s  advice  
t h a t  o . you w i l l  f i n d  i t  exped ien t  t o  p re tend  t h a t  you 
dwell  in  a s t a t e  o f  m a r i t a l  b l i s s  the  ca lm .w a te rs  of which 
a re  never  r i p p l e d  by a c ro s s  word, l e t  a lone  a q u a r r e l . "
^^Smith, op. c i t . ,  p.  3 7 °
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Family L i fe
When q ues t ioned  about the  d i s a d v an ta g e s  of the  
r e l i g i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r ! s w ife  i s  ap t  t o  men-
p Q
t i o n  f i r s t  th e  problem of money. Another com pla in t ,  
which runs a c lo s e  second, concerns  the  e f f e c t  of h i s  
■work on fam ily  l i f e .  Three a s p e c t s  of  h i s  p ro fess ion ,  
seem to  be a t  work h e re ;
(1) The demands on the  m i n i s t e r ' s  time a re  so 
g r e a t  t h a t  he i s  absen t  from th e  home as much
as e i g h t y - t h r e e  hours a week, (T h i s ,  acco rd ­
ing  to  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No, 23, who keeps 
t r a c k , )
(2) The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  g eo g rap h ic a l  m o b i l i t y  of.  
t h e  clergyman,
(3) The church  members* p r e s c r i p t i o n s  fo r  the  
f a m i l y ' s  l i f e .
More than  one m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  f e e l s  t h a t ,  due to  
her hu sb an d 's  t ime-consuming r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  she must be 
bo th  f a t h e r  and mother t o  her  c h i l d r e n .  This  was a p a r ­
t i c u l a r  complaint  of  one responden t  who i n d i c a t e d  i t  was
her h u sband 's  f a u l t  and not  simply an o c c u p a t io n a l  h a z a rd .  
Respondent No, 1*+ exp la ined  her po in t  o f  view;
This i s  one th in g  I ' v e  r e s e n t e d .  Maybe i t ' s  
j u s t  him, I  mean, you have to  make a choice
28See Chapter  VII,  i n f r a , f o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  the  
economic problems of  th e  p a s t o r ' s  f am i ly .
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between home and church and I  guess he f e e l s  
the  church i s  more- im p o r ta n t .  I wish he 
would spend more time w i th  th e  youngest  boy*
He’ s a t  the  age when he r e a l l y  needs a f a th e r*
When, the  c h i ld r e n  a re  home weekends, t h e i r  f a t h e r  i s
b u s ie s t*  When th e y  a r e  out of school  f o r  h o l id a y s ,  h e ’s
tied- up w i th  the  e x t r a  e f f o r t  o f  seaso n a l  s e rv ic e s*  Even
when everyone i s  a t  home, he may be on th e  te lep h o n e  w ith
a d i s t r a u g h t  p a r i s h io n e r*  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No* 23 d e s c r ib e d
a t y p i c a l  day in  th e  parsonage:
U sua l ly  he i s  p robab ly  gone b e fo re  they  see 
him in  the  morning* They see him a t  meals 
maybe, except when he i s  on the  te lephone*
I f  he i s  on th e  t e le p h o n e ,  we a r e  th rough  
e a t in g  and th e  k id s  have gone outdoors  
aga in  b e fo re  he even s t a r t s  h i s  d inner*
Monday i s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  day o f f  fo r  th e  m in i s te r*
But,  as Respondent No* 6 s a i d ,  ’’T h a t ’ s a joke* I f  you ’r e
home, you ’r e  busy*” For a r e a l  day o f f ,  th e  m i n i s t e r
must d isco n n ec t  th e  phone or l e a v e  town*
Vacat ions  seem to  be as much a myth as days off*
Because of  h i s  commitment t o  s e r v i c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t imes
of  p e r so n a l  c r i s i s ,  the  m in i s t e r  must can ce l  fam i ly  p la n s
so t h a t  h e ’ s a v a i l a b l e  to  church members who need h i s
gu idance .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No* 6 r e p o r t e d  two such
in s ta n c e s?
Oh, you know, you’r e  supposed to  have a month 
o f f  every year  b u t ,  i f  you p lan  something,  you 
can count on somebody dy ing .  One time we 
s ta y ed  home because ’’pop” was dying and he
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d i d n ' t  d i e  fo r  f i v e  y e a r s !  Another time we 
had r e n te d  a cab in  and, j u s t  as we were ready  
to  l e a v e ,  we made th e  m is take  of  answering 
the  phone: someone had d ie d .
The m o b i l i ty  so c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  a r e l i g i o u s  
c a r e e r  i s  ano ther  d i s r u p t i v e  f a c t o r  i n  f am i ly  l i f e .  For 
one t h in g ,  i t  i s  a p h y s i c a l l y  ta x in g  u n d e r ta k in g  f o r  every­
one. More im p o r ta n t ,  i t  means t a k in g  th e  c h i l d r e n  out o f  
school  and the  co r respond ing  traumas of  t h e i r  ad jus tm ent  
t o  a new community. M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 19 s a id  t h a t  one 
of  her  c h i l d r e n  became p h y s i c a l l y  i l l  each t ime th ey  moved. 
A very  c o l o r f u l  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t ,  she sa id  of  moving:
I t ' s  a b s o l u t e l y  g h a s t l y .  I f  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  have 
to  go th rough  th e  chore of moving. And th e  k ids  
get  a l l  shook tip, you know. We counted up: 
we 've been m arr ied  e leven  y ea rs  and we've moved 
s i x t e e n  t im e s .  L e t ' s  f a c e  i t - - t h a t ' s  icky  I
Church members look  to  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  home as a
model o f  C h r i s t i a n  fam i ly  l i f e .  The ir  e x p e c ta n c ie s  extend
to  every fam ily  member: they  even anthropomorphize th e
- m i n i s t e r ' s  fam ily  dog, ex p ec t in g  i t  to  be " C h r i s t i a n "  to o .
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 22 r e p o r t e d :
We had to  have him put t o  s l e e p  because he was 
too  much o f  a puppy. Some c h i ld r e n  were a f r a i d  
of him and he used to  t e a r  around the  n e ig h b o r ­
hood so he w a s n ' t  a very  well-mannered dog. And 
p a s t o r ' s  dogs r e a l l y  have to  be w ell -m annered .
Respondent No. 10 s a id  t h a t  having a female dog p re se n ted
such a problem th a t  th ey  f i n a l l y  had her " f i x e d . "
P a r a d o x ic a l ly ,  w h ile  church members demand so much
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of th e  c o u p le ’ s time away from the  home, they  a re  sometimes 
c r i t i c a l  of  the  m in i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  a s - p a r e n t s 0 One 
such woman, who came to  see the  m in i s t e r  a t  h i s  home du r ­
ing  th e  day, was aghas t  a t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he d i d n ’t  know 
where h i s  sons were a t  th e  momept.^9 P a r i s h io n e r s  observe
the  c h i l d r e n ’ s behavior  in  the  same way as they  do t h e i r
p a r e n t s ’ and a re  quick to  b r in g  any d e v i a t i o n s  to  th e  
a t t e n t i o n  of th e  m i n i s t e r .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. No. 6 t o l d  
of  such an o c cu rren ce :
Our son i s  a f o o t b a l l  p lay e r  and, depending on 
what he does ,  over th e  weekend, my husband hea rs  
about i t  on Sunday morning. Once he was thrown 
out o f  a game and somebody, s a id  t o  my husband,
’’You should  be ashamed--a m i n i s t e r ' s  son being 
thrown out of th e  game i"
The c h i l d r e n  a r e  expected  to  be i n  church every  time the
doors  a r e  open and, as Respondent No. 22 s a i d ,  "Everyone
has t h e i r  eyes open to  see what th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  l i t t l e  boy
i s  d o i n g . 1’ M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 2 k  had no com pla in ts  about
church  members’ ex p ec t in g  too  much of her c h i l d r e n ;  she
p erce iv ed  a d i f f e r e n t  problem:
S ince  my c h i l d r e n  a r e  so young, I  t h in k  t h a t ,  
i f  a n y th in g ,  t h e  only problem i s  t h a t  th e y  do 
get  an aw fu l ly  l o t  o f  a t t e n t i o n .  You know,
" I s n ' t  she cu te?"  and I  t h in k  too  much o f  t h a t  
i s  not good.
^ R e p o r t e d  by Respondent No. 11.
6*+
The C h i ld re n
As noted in  the  p rev ious  s e c t i o n ,  the  behav ior  of 
the  m i n i s t e r ' s  c h i l d r e n  i s  expected  to  be as exemplary as 
t h a t  of t h e i r  p a r e n t s . This  makes t h e i r  moral t r a i n i n g  
e s p e c i a l l y  troublesome to  th e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  be­
cau se ,  as Respondent No, 5 su gges ted ,  the  c h i l d r e n  may 
develop  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  th ey  a re  p lay in g  to  an aud ience :
I t  i s n ' t  always easy t o  b r in g  up your c h i l d r e n  
w i th  th e  id e a  t h a t ,  i f  i t ' s  r i g h t ,  i t ' s  r i g h t  
and i f  i t ' s  wrong, i t ' s  wrong. I t  i s n ' t  be­
cause y o u ' r e  a p a s t o r ' s  son t h a t  you s h o u ld n ' t  
do i t .
Church a t te n d a n c e  of  m i n i s t e r s '  c h i l d r e n  i s  not always 
v o lu n ta r y .  They have t o  go because t h e i r  f a t h e r  and th e  
church members expect t h a t  they  w i l l .  These c h i l d r e n ,  who 
may be l a b e l e d  "PKs" ( P r e a c h e r ' s  K ids)  by t h e i r  sc h o o l­
m ates ,  sometimes a t tem pt  t o  r e j e c t  t h i s  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  by 
e x h i b i t i n g  lo u d .a n d  r e b e l l i o u s  behav io r  i n  the  c lass room . 
S e v e ra l  re sp o n d e n ts  expressed  th e  f e a r  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
were growing up to  be " o t h e r - "  r a t h e r  than  " i n n e r - d i r e c t e d "  
because of  t h e i r  f a t h e r s '  profession.-^®
One wonders i f  th e  c h i l d r e n  themselves  f e e l  the
3°The i n n e r - d i r e c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  more r e s i l i e n t  
th an  th e  o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  type  . . whose confo rm ity  r e s t s  
not  so much on th e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of a d u l t  a u t h o r i t y  as on 
s e n s i t i v e  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  of co n te m p o ra r ie s . "  
David Riesman, Faces i n  th e  Crowd (New Haven: Yale U n iver ­
s i t y  P r e s s ,  1952),  p .  60
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p r e s s u r e  of church  members' e x p e c ta t io n s  or i f  th e s e  a re  
only  unfounded o b s e rv a t io n s  of  t h e  p a r e n t s  who, because 
of  t h e i r  own r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  church members, may s u f f e r  
from a form of  " p a s t o r a l  p a r a n o ia . "  No c h i l d r e n  were 
in te rv ie w e d  in  t h i s  s tudy  but many of th e  re sponden ts  had 
grown up in  th e  parsonage and to ld  how they  f e l t  about 
being a m i n i s t e r ' s  d a u g h te r .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 15 r e ­
c a l l e d  her ch i ldhood ,  c i t i n g  problems of th e  p a re n t  and 
the  c h i l d :
You were always expected  to  -set th e  sample and 
be the  one they  could look  up t o .  I  th in k  
p a r e n t s  put a l o t  of  p r e s s u re  on t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
to  be examples. I  know a l o t  of  i t  comes from 
church members but I th in k  th e  p a s to r  f e e l s  
th e  weight of  t h i s  and makes i t  even h a rd e r  f o r  
them. I  know my f a t h e r  d id .
P a re n ts  in  th e  church p o in t  to  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  c h i l d r e n  and 
encourage t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  emulate t h e i r  b e h a v io r .  This 
can be a r e a l  handicap  f o r  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  c h i l d .  R e s p o n ­
den t  No. 1*+ sa id  her daugh te rs  f e l t  t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  get 
any d a t e s  because th ey  were " th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  k i d s . "  
Respondent No. 29 f e l t  t h i s  was a d e f i n i t e  f a c t o r  in  th e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  her  c h i l d r e n ' s  f r i e n d s .  She mentioned the  
fo l lo w in g  i n c i d e n t :
Our e l e v e n - y e a r - o ld  had heard  from ano ther  
l i t t l e  f r i e n d :  "I  know t h i s  g i r l  l i k e s  you
p r e t t y  w e l l  b u t ,  being y o u ' r e  a m i n i s t e r ' s  
d a u g h te r ,  you c a n ' t  do e v e ry th in g . "
I f  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  c h i l d  s u f f e r s  a st igma
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among c h i ld r e n  of  church members, perhaps he should seek 
f r i e n d s h i p s  o u t s i d e  th e  church* When t h i s  was sugges ted  
t o  m i n i s t e r s ’ w ives ,  they  responded t h a t  t h i s  only  l e a d s  
t o  d i f f e r e n t  problems w ith  the  church  members: namely, 
they  f e e l  i t ’ s i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s c h i ld r e n  
to  s o c i a l i z e  o u t s id e  th e  church  membership. Even w i th in  
th e  church ,  j e a l o u s i e s  sometimes a r i s e  about the  m i n i s t e r ’ s 
c h i l d r e n ’ s choice  of f r i e n d s .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 11 
commented:
They l i k e  to  c u l t i v a t e  t h e i r  own f r i e n d s h i p s  and 
sometimes t h i s  can c r e a t e  j e a lo u s y  because the  
p a r e n t s  f e e l  t h a t  they  favo r  one fam ily  more than 
a n o th e r .  That i s  something you have to  be c a r e ­
f u l  o f  when you ’r e  a p a s t o r .
When th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  ta k e s  an a c t i v e  p a r t  in
church  work, she to o  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  absen t  from th e  home.
She can sha re  i n  h i s  work, but th e  c h i l d r e n  a re  u s u a l l y
exc luded .  One mother (No. 10) seemed g u i l t - r i d d e n  about
her  own p r a c t i c e s  in  t h i s  r e g a r d .  She was a f r a i d  i t  was
not good f o r  her c h i l d r e n :
I ’m a f r a i d  t h a t  I have been more w i l l i n g  to  
l e a v e  my c h i l d r e n  w i th  s i t t e r s  when they  were 
younger and t a k e  an a c t i v e  p a r t .  And t h i s  
has an e f f e c t  where th e  c h i l d r e n  f e e l  they  
can ge t  away w i th  murder w i th  a s i t t e r .
Most men's workday does not in c lu d e  the  oppor­
t u n i t y  f o r  very  much r e a l l y  p e r s o n a l  communication. The 
m i n i s t e r ,  on th e  o th e r  hand, f i n d s  most of  h i s  d u t i e s
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in v o lv e  primary c o n ta c t s  w ith  church members. His pas­
t o r a l  c a l l s  b r ing  him f a c e . t o  f a ce  w i th  human problems 
every day so he may not f e e l  th e  need fo r  companionship 
in  th e  home, a need which might he lp  him to  be a b e t t e r  
f a t h e r .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 7 s a id  she d i d n ’ t  r e a l i z e  
the  ex ten t  of t h i s  problem u n t i l  he r  c h i l d r e n  were grown. 
In  th e  in te rv ie w  she t a l k e d  f r e e l y  about i t :
During t h e i r  te en  age i t  i s  very  hard  on them.
The o lde r  c h i l d r e n  have s t a t e d  very  emphati­
c a l l y  t h a t  they  missed very  much the  p a r e n t a l
companionship t h e i r  f r i e n d s  had w i th  t h e i r
p a r e n t s .
The ex p e r ien ces  of a m i n i s t e r ’ s c h i l d  must l e a d  
him t o  c e r t a i n  co n c lu s io n s  about th e  r e l i g i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n .  
Much of th e  behavior  he observes  must seem an a c t  p r e ­
sen ted  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  of  church members. Though he i s
by no means i n d o c t r i n a t e d  a g a in s t  the  m i n i s t r y ,  s u r e ly  he 
can sense  n e g a t iv e  a t t i t u d e s  i n  h i s  p a r e n t s .  An example 
of  such a b l a t a n t l y  n e g a t iv e  a t t i t u d e  i s  th e  r e sponse  o f  
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 9 when asked how she would r e a c t  to  
her  s o n ' s  d e c i s i o n  to  e n t e r  the  m i n i s t r y :
R igh t  a t  t h i s  t ime I th in k  I would t u r n  him 
away from i t  as much as I  could  because you 
have to  ta k e  too  much. And I  d o n ' t  even 
have h a l f  th e  problems some of  them have.
I f  I  d i d ,  I  don’t  know how I ’d take  i t .
Even very  young c h i l d r e n  develop a t t i t u d e s  about t h e i r
f a t h e r ’ s c a r e e r .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 15,  th e  mother of
th r e e  p r e - s c h o o l e r s ,  thought  they  had a l r e a d y  begun to
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r e s e n t  i t .  "When we s t a r t  out to  go somewhere," she s a id ,
" th e y  complain, ' a n o th e r  ' o l e  meeting to n ig h t? * "  The same
responden t  f e l t  t h a t  her b r o th e r s  and s i s t e r s  had l e f t  the
church because  of t h e i r  expe r iences  as m i n i s t e r ' s  c h i l d r e n .
S ugges t ing  th a t  such expe r iences  have a l a s t i n g  e f f e c t ,
she mentioned th e  problems of her  s i s t e r  in  a p a r e n t a l  r o l e :
My o l$ e r  s i s t e r  e s p e c i a l l y  was very  b i t t e r  and 
then  /she m arr ied  a m i n i s t e r ,  which she never 
should  have done, because she c o u l d n ' t  f i t  the  
p a t t e r n  as a p a s t o r ' s  d a u g h te r .  Now she keeps
runn ing  to  th e  p s y c h i a t r i s t  w ith  her own
y o u h g s te r .  I 'm  a s t ro n g  b e l i e v e r  in  p s y c h i ­
a t r i s t s  but I f e e l  a l o t  of th e  problem i s  
r i g h t  back in  being  a m i n i s t e r ' s  d a u g h te r ,  when 
she thought she had t o  conform and c o u l d n ' t .
D isc u s s in g  the  c h i l d ' s  p e r c e p t io n  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
o cc u p a t io n ,  Bruno B e t te lh e im  contends t h a t  i t  a s s u re s  p e r ­
sona l  meaning fo r  th e  c h i l d
. . o only as i t  a c q u i r e s  d i r e c t  b ea r in g  on th e  
c h i l d ' s  immediate w e l f a re - -w h e th e r  as a source 
of  l i v e l i h o o d ,  as the  cause  of  the  p a r e n t s  ab­
sence from home, or as a f e a t u r e  which makes the  
p a r e n t ' s  image more awesome or more p o w e r fu l .31
With r e f e r e n c e  to  B e t te lhe im *s  f i n d i n g s ,  th e n ,  th e  occupa­
t i o n  of  th e  "clergyman must have p a r t i c u l a r  meaning fo r  h i s  
c h i l d .  The m i n i s t e r i a l  occupa t ion  q u a l i f i e s  under a l l  
t h r e e  c o n d i t io n s :
^ B r u n o  B e t te lh e im  and Emmy S y l v e s t e r ,  " P a r e n ta l  
Occupations and C h i l d r e n ' s  Symptoms," A Modern I n t ro d u c ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  Fam ily , ed .  Norman B e l l  and Ezra  Vogel 
(Glencoe,  I l l i n o i s :  The Free P re s s ,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  p. 500.
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(1) The m i n i s t e r ' s  c h i ld  i s  keen ly  aware of the  
f a m i l y ' s  source  o f  income.^2 Respondent No. 5 
sa id  t h a t  her b r o th e r s  had l e f t  th e  church and 
she a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  to  t h e i r  awareness of  eco­
nomic problems in  th e  parsonage:  " I  t h in k  they
were j u s t  fed  up w i th  being so p o o r - -k in d  of 
handou ts ,  you know."
(2) As noted e a r l i e r  in  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  th e  c h i l d  i s  
aware t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f r e q u e n t  absence from 
th e  home i s  a r e s u l t  of his.  occu p a t io n .
( 3 )  F i n a l l y ,  i f  any c h i ld  would f e e l  t h a t  h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  o ccupa t ion  had an awesome a s p ec t  of  
th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l  about i t ,  i t  would be th e  
m i n i s t e r ' s  c h i l d .
32See Chapter  VII i n f r a , fo r  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h i s  
a s p e c t  o f  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  c h i l d ' s  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .
CHAPTER V II
MONEY
Most men, who have spent  yea rs  p rep a r in g  fo r  t h e i r  
p r o f e s s i o n ,  can expect t o  l i v e  com fo r tab ly ,  enjoy a few 
l u x u r i e s  and p rov ide  fo r  a secu re  r e t i r e m e n t .  The p r o f e s ­
s io n a l  man of the  church  i s  an ex c ep t io n .
The "man o f  God" i s  drawn to  h i s  p r o f e s s io n  fo r
reaso n s  o th e r  than  economic ones ,  but h i s  w ife  soon d i s ­
covers  t h a t  the  c o s t  of  l i v i n g  i s  th e  same f o r  a p a s t o r ' s
fam ily  as f o r  o t h e r s ;  and keeping the  budget i n  th e  b lack
i s  a b ig  job .
Sources  of S t r a i n
Though th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  m in i s t e r  i n  a l a r g e  church 
may f in d  h i s  s a l a r y  s u f f i c i e n t  fo r  h i s  needs ,  most of the  
m i n i s t e r s '  wives in  t h i s  s tudy  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s a l a r i e s  a re  
in a d e q u a te .  The ir  d i s c u s s io n s  of economic problems i n d i ­
c a t e  t h r e e  sources  of f i n a n c i a l  s t r a i n  p e c u l i a r  to  the  
m i n i s t e r ' s  f am i ly .
F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  the  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  th e  m i n i s t e r  to  
m a in ta in  the  s ta n d a rd  of  l i v i n g  enjoyed by h i s  congrega­
t i o n .  Church members' s e n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  offended i f  he
70
does not a t  l e a s t  appear to  sh a re  t h e i r  socio-economic 
c la s so  Two reasons  are  o f f e r e d  f o r  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s :
(1) I f  th e  community senses  t h a t  th e  p a s to r  i s  
s t r u g g l i n g  to  make ends meet,  i t  r e f l e c t s  on the  church 
members as u n f a i r  employers.  At t imes p a r i s h i o n e r s  a re  
generous and benevolen t  b u t ,  even when they  a re  n o t ,  they  
wish to  be p e rce iv ed  as such by th e  community.
(2) The m in i s t e r  i s  a r e s p e c te d  f i g u r e  t o  whom 
the  church  member goes fo r  guidance and co u n se l .  They 
would l o s e  f a c e  i f  they  sought such s e r v i c e s  from an i n d i ­
v id u a l  who did not belong to  a " r e s p e c t a b l e 11 socio-economic 
c l a s s .
These p r e s s u r e s  f o rc e  th e  m in i s t e r  to  a t tem pt  t o  
l e a d  a m id d le - c la s s  l i f e  on a lo w e r - c l a s s  income. The 
dilemma i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  t h i s  s ta tem en t  made by M in is ­
t e r ' s  Wife No. 15:
In  most ca ses  p a s to r s  a r e  underpa id  in  compari­
son to  o th e r  members of th e  church ,  ye t  th e  pas­
t o r  i s  expected to  be on th e  l e v e l - - i n  h i s  every­
day l i v i n g —w ith  o th e r s  i n  th e  church .  They d o n ' t  
want t o  have t o  look  down on t h e i r  p a s t o r .  They 
want t o  be on th e  same l e v e l  as him m a t e r i a l l y  
sp eak in g .  And he i s  expected to  he lp  th o se  who 
a re  down and out as much as any o th e r  member of  
th e  church .  I  d o n ' t  t h in k  people  r e a l i z e ,  when 
t h e y ' r e  making th r e e  or fo u r  thousand d o l l a r s  
more th an  we a r e ,  what they  expect of  th e  p a s t o r .
A second source  o f  s t r a i n ,  b r i e f l y  mentioned i n  the  
p rev ious  comment, i s  t h e  p a s t o r ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  help  
church members who a re  ex p e r ie n c in g  f i n a n c i a l  problems.
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In accordance  w i th  th e  C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c  and as an'exam ple
t o  o th e r  church members, th e  p a s to r  must o f f e r  what he lp
he can .  Respondent No. 27, commenting on what she would
do d i f f e r e n t l y  i f  she were to  s t a r t  aga in  her  c a r e e r  as
a m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife ,  made t h i s  s ta te m en t :
Oh, I  imagine i t  would be m ost ly  b i l l s  we'd t r y  
t o  do d i f f e r e n t l y  because a m i n i s t e r ' s  l i f e  
o f te n  in v o lv e s  h e lp in g  o the r  people and, t h a t  
i s ,  f i n a n c i a l l y  too* A l o t  of t im es we've been 
c a l l e d  on to  he lp  someone when we've been p r e t t y  
c lo s e  o u r s e lv e s .  I f  we had budgeted d i f f e r ­
e n t l y  or something, we might have been ab le  to  
have helped  some of  them b e t t e r  and s t i l l  not 
have h u r t  our own budget .
E n te r ta inm en t  i s  t h e  t h i r d  source  of  s t r a i n  f o r  
the  p a s t o r ' s  budge t .  The church members expect th e  pas­
t o r ' s  f am ily  to  e n t e r t a i n  o f t e n  and, though most m i n i s t e r s '
wives sa id  t h a t  they  enjoyed e n t e r t a i n i n g ,  they  f e l t  t h e i r  
f in a n c e s  d i d n ' t  al low i t .  The fo l lo w in g  s ta tem en ts  made 
by M i n i s t e r s '  Wives Nos. 19 and 25 t y p i f y  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  
about e n t e r t a i n i n g :
I d o n ' t  th in k  i t ' s  because I d o n ' t  l i k e  to  
/ e n t e r t a i n 7  because ,  when I do d ec id e  t o  have 
a p a r t y  and have i t ,  I have a wonderful  t im e .
I t ' s  j u s t  d e c id in g  now where am I going to  
get th e  c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e  food?
Most o f  a l l  i t ' s a m a t te r  o f  money because  i t
does tak e  e x t r a  money to  feed  people and most 
of our e n t e r t a i n i n g  i s  impromptu. People who 
drop in  and people  on t h e i r  way somewhere--I  
always have e x t r a  people  a t  t h e  t a b l e .
Respondent No. 15, when asked what courses  would be h e l p f u l
f o r  a m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  r e p l i e d ,  "Well,  she should l e a r n  how
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t o  se rve  t e n  people  on a c a s s e r o l e  p repared  fo r  f o u r , "
Sources  of Income 
In a small  church where p a s t o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
a r e  not g r e a t  enough to  r e q u i r e  th e  p a s t o r ' s  f u l l - t i m e  
a t t e n t i o n ,  he may be employed in  th e  community,, Two of 
the  women in te rv ie w e d  in  t h i s  s tudy  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  
husbands worked f u l l - t i m e  (one fo r  a saw m i l l  and the  
o the r  i n  a logg ing  f i r m ) ,
The m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  h e r s e l f  may be employed in  the 
community, but t h i s  i s  u n u su a l ,  and the  range o f .occupa­
t i o n s  co ns ide red  " r e s p e c t a b l e "  enough fo r  a m i n i s t e r ' s  
w ife  i s  s m a l l , Two of th e  women worked as s u b s t i t u t e  
t e a c h e r s  and one served as g i r l s '  counse lo r  in  the  l o c a l  
high s c h o o l ,  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 6 i l l u m in a t e d  the  
p a r i s h i o n e r s '  f e e l i n g s  about her seek ing  employment o u t ­
s id e  th e  church  when she t o l d  of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n :
Once, when I  was t r y in g  to  f in d  a job fo r  some­
one, I  found one in  a l i b r a r y  and she d i d n ' t  
have th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  but I  d id .  So I de ­
c ided  to  work h a l f  days ,  which r e a l l y  discom- 
bobu la ted  some of th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s , .
In  Montana th e  p a t t e r n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r e l i g i o u s
denom inat ion ,  i s  fo r  th e  church  to  p rov ide  a home f o r  the
m i n i s t e r .  This  p r a c t i c e  makes h i s  income hard to  a s se s s
and has a t  l e a s t  one r e a l  advantage fo r  th e  p a s t o r :  he
d o e s n ' t  have to  pay Montana p ro p e r ty  ta x e s  I I t  a l s o
7^
means t h a t  he d o e s n ' t  have to  spend weeks sea rch in g  fo r
a house to  r e n t  in  each new l o c a t i o n .  One m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife
thought t h a t ,  when th e  church p rov ided  a home, the  members
f e l t  more of  a s ta k e  in  i t  and were more aware of the
f i n a n c i a l  needs of  the  f am i ly .  She r e p o r t e d  th e  fo l low ing
happy s i t u a t i o n :
Once they  / t h e  women of  th e  ch u rc h /  came over to  
he lp  p re p a re  t e a  f o r  a r e c e p t i o n ,  I  was l a t e  so 
they  put the  pot on to  hea t  and th e  s tove  d i d n ' t  
h ea t  up f a s t  enough fo r  them. So in  s i x t y  days 
I  had a new s t o v e - - t h a t  was wonderful  1
P r e a c h e r ' s  d i s c o u n ts  a l s o  ease  th e  s t r a i n  on the  
p a s t o r ' s  budge t .  Many department s t o r e s  have such d i s ­
co u n ts ,  u s u a l l y  t e n  per c e n t .  In  one c a s e ,  a woman sa id  
her h a i r d r e s s e r  gave her a d i s c o u n t .  Often d o c to r s  and 
d e n t i s t s  do not charge m i n i s t e r s '  f a m i l i e s .
Church members remember the  m in i s t e r  and h i s  fam ily  
w i th  f i n a n c i a l  g i f t s  on Chris tmas and o th e r  h o l id a y s .  Con­
t r i b u t i o n s  of goods and money a re  common and when the  
fam i ly  has a r e a l  c r i s i s ,  they  can u s u a l l y  count on t h e i r  
p a r i s h i o n e r s .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 20, who had n in e  c h i l d ­
r e n ,  was e s p e c i a l l y  g r a t e f u l  fo r  t h i s  p r a c t i c e :
We a re  given food a l l  the  t im e .  Our lo c k e r  was 
kept  p r e t t y  w e l l  f u l l  through th e  w in te r  w ith  
meat.  We had l o t s  of  f i n a n c i a l  g i f t s  a t  C h r i s t ­
mas, say w i th  a check in  each c a rd ,  you see and 
l o t s  of  t im e s - -o n e  huge h o s p i t a l  b i l l  t h a t  we 
had was pa id  by a c o l l e c t i o n  tak en  up by the  
p a r i s h i o n e r s .
The optim al arrangement f o r  th e  p a s to r  i s  to  marry
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a woman w ith  some money of  her own. During one in te rv ie w  
i n  a home in  a new suburban a r e a ,  th e  au tho r  was puzz led  
by th e  w e l l - a p p o in te d  home and the  s t y l e  of l i v i n g  of the  
m i n i s t e r ' s  fam i ly :  i t  seemed out of  p ro p o r t i o n  to  the
s i z e  of  h i s  church and th e  income l e v e l  of th e  church 
members. When asked about th e  adequacy of  her  husband 's  
s a l a r y ,  h i s  wife  r e p l i e d  t h a t  she w o u ld n ' t  want t h i s  t o  be 
"p u b l i c  in fo rm a t io n "  but she had a s i z a b l e  sum of  money 
from an i n h e r i t a n c e .  Another wonian r e p o r t e d  t h a t  the  
fam ily  had been fo rced  to  r e l y  on her p a r e n t s  f o r  f i n a n ­
c i a l  he lp  when, i n  her words, " th e  Lord d i d n ' t  p ro v id e ."
"They. Own You"
Most m i n i s t e r s '  wives f e e l  t h e i r  husbands a re  
underpa id  and harbor  some s t ro n g  f e e l i n g s  about economic 
i n e q u i t i e s .
The s ta tu s - in co m e  dilemma faced  by workers in  low 
s t a t u s  o c c u p a t io n s ,  such as j a n i t o r s  and o th e r  manual 
l a b o r e r s ,  who earn  com para t ive ly  h igh  s a l a r i e s  i s  a com­
mon one in  American s o c i e t y .  The m i n i s t e r  expe r iences  
th e  o p p o s i t e  problem. His ed u c a t io n  and th e  n a tu r e  of  h i s  
work q u a l i f y  him fo r  h igh  s t a t u s ,  but h i s  s a l a r y  does n o t .  
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 25 r a t i o n a l i z e d  the  problem in  t h i s  
way:
Of c o u r se ,  we d o n ' t  l i v e  up to  th e  s tan d a rd s  
of o th e r  people we knew in  college-—w ith  our 
education.,  But ,  be ing  C h r i s t i a n  about i t ,  I 
guess w e ' r e  b e t t e r  o f f  than  some o the r  peop le .
D e s p i te  the  s e v e r a l  advantages to  l i v i n g  in  a p a r ­
sonage or home provided by the  church ,  p o in ted  out e a r l i e r  
in  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  t h e r e  a re  some d i s t i n c t  d i s a d v a n ta g e s .
The a t t i t u d e s  of  the  church members towards th e  parsonage 
may cause the  p a s t o r ' s  fam ily  to  f e e l  more l i k e  v i s i t o r s  
than  occupan ts .  The p a r i s h i o n e r s  who c o n t r i b u t e  th e  money 
fo r  the  upkeep of th e  house can beeome very p o s se s s iv e  
about " t h e i r "  house and, as  Respondent No. 7 commented, 
th e  v i s i t s  of th e s e  members a r e  l i k e  house i n s p e c t i o n :
Your home, f o r  example, goes w i th  th e  jo b ,  so to  
speak.  At l e a s t  in  ours  i t  does :  th e  r e c t o r y  i s  
p ro v id ed .  In  some c a s e s ,  not so much in  our 
church as in  o t h e r s ,  th e y  a re  f u r n i s h e d .  P a r i s h ­
io n e r s  a re  very  generous a t  t im es .  Organiza­
t i o n s  tend to  be very  generous a t  t im es but th e re  
i s  a p r i c e  f o r  i t - - t h e y  own you.
Almost a l l  of th e  in te rv ie w e e s  dem onstra ted  some resen tm en t  
towards church  members who made them f e e l  as i f  they  were 
pn w e l f a r e .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 7 s a i d ,  "They g ive  th in g s  
w ith  th e  i d e a ,  ' I s n ' t  t h i s  good of us?*"
When th e  church members p rov ide  th e  home fo r  th e  
p a s t o r ' s  f a m i ly ,  they  f e e l  a f i n a n c i a l  s t a k e  i n  the  co n d i­
t i o n  of th e  home. This a t t i t u d e  i s  impressed upon the  
fam ily  as r e p o r t e d  by M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. *+:
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They r e a l l y  d o n ' t  mean any th ing  by i t ,  I 'm  
s u r e ,  but they- a re  a l i t t l e  b i t  possessive*,
T h e y ' l l  look- th in g s  over and say ,  "That w a l l  
r e a l l y  needs a p a in t  j o b , "  you know, and t h a t  
s o r t  of th in g  and "Where d id  t h a t  c rack  in  
the  c e i l i n g  come from? I wonder who caused 
t h a t ? "  You f e e l  k ind  of  funny having them 
t a l k  about your home t h a t  way.
P a r i s h i o n e r s  who f e e l  t h a t  they  own the  parsonage t r e a t  
th e  p a s t o r ' s  fam ily  as s o c io l o g i c a l  s t r a n g e r s  j u s t  p as s in g  
th rough :  th e y  come and go as they  p le a s e  and t h i s  f u r t h e r  
l i m i t s  fam ily  p r iv a c y .  One woman r e f e r r e d  t o  her home as 
" th e  Grand C e n t r a l  S t a t i o n "  of  the  neighborhood. The im­
p o s s i b i l i t y  of f i n d in g  time fo r  p e r so n a l  p u r s u i t s  when 
t h e r e  a re  c o n s ta n t  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h i s  
account by M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 19:
She / t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife7  i s  somehow expected 
to  g ive  up her  time when anyone wants any­
t h i n g .  I t ' s  j u s t  your time i s  t h e i r  t i m e -  
even though y o u ' r e  not  on s a l a r y .  I  used to  
f e e l  i t  when we l i v e d  in  th e  old parsonage 
r i g h t  next t o  the  church .  In  f a c t ,  i t  had 
g o t t e n  to  th e  po in t  t h a t ,  when th e  d o o r b e l l  
r an g ,  I thought I ' d  j u s t  about had i t .  When 
y o u ' r e  answering th e  d o o r b e l l  f i f t e e n ,  twenty 
t im es  a day,  you get  to  f e e l i n g  t h a t  way.
This  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  f e e l i n g s  about "not being on s a la ry "  
were echoed by o t h e r s .  Many m i n i s t e r s '  wives f e l t  t h a t  
th e y  were being taken  advantage of when church members ex­
pec ted  them to  perform d u t i e s  f o r  which o th e r s  would be 
p a id .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 9 mentioned t h i s  tw ice  i n  the  
cou rse  o f  the  in t e rv i e w :  " I  g ive more adv ice  on wedding
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e t i q u e t t e  than  the  c o n s u l t a n t  a t  th e  l o c a l  department s to r e
and I  d o n ' t  get paid  fo r  i t . "  L a t e r ,  she s a i d ,  "I  had to
d i r e c t  th e  cho i r  f o r  seven months and, of  co u rse ,  they
d i d n ' t  pay me l i k e  they  do the  c h o i r  d i r e c t o r * "
Church members know t h a t  th e  m in i s t e r  i s  dependent
on them f i n a n c i a l l y  and a re  in  a p o s i t i o n  to  use  t h i s  to
t h e i r  own advan tage .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 15 sa id  t h a t  she
had sensed t h i s  as she grew up i n  the  parsonage:
I t  was j u s t  l i k e ,  " I f  you do what we want you to  
do and we l i k e  you, why w e ' l l  tak e  c a re  of you*
And i f  we d o n ' t ,  i t ' s  j u s t  too bad ."  I  know t h a t  
t h e r e  was so much of t h a t  w i th  my p a r e n t s - - a lw a y s  
so p o o r .
The id ea  t h a t  church members expect th e  p a s to r  to  be "ha rd -  
up" and r e a l i z e  t h a t  h i s  s a l a r y  i s  in a d eq u a te  i s  a pos­
s i b i l i t y  sugges ted  by many i n c i d e n t s .  The fo l lo w in g  s i t u ­
a t i o n ,  r e p o r t e d  by M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife Wo. 19, d ram a t ize s  the  
i d e a  and p o in t s  out some of her  f e e l i n g s  about th e  people  
she s e rv e s :
I  had j u s t  had my two l i t t l e  o n e s - - e ig h te e n  
months apart-—and I d id  not  ge t  to  church be­
cause I had no one to  s t a y  w i th  them. I  had 
no p la ce  t o  put them. I was j u s t  swamped to  
be t r u t h f u l .  I  c o u l d n ' t  go. And I thought 
w e l l ,  when t h i s  i s  over a . . w e l l ,  t h i s  i s  
j u s t  p a r t  of  being a mother.  This  i s  my job 
now and when th e  day comes, I  w i l l  get  t h e r e .
I always p ray  a t  home anyway but  I , d i d n ' t  ge t  
to  church and I d i d n ' t  go to  any -o f  th e  meet­
in g s  or any of t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g .  And then 
i t  came back to  me t h a t  one p a r i s h io n e r  de­
c ided  to  take  up a c o l l e c t i o n  because I  d i d n ' t  
go t o  church because I  d i d n ' t  have any th ing  to
79
wear* This a b s o l u t e l y  s topped  me. This coming 
from a seemingly C h r i s t i a n  woman. I t  j u s t  
s topped  me because I  th o u g h t ,  i f  th e  day ever 
came when I d i d n ' t  have any th ing  to  wear to  
church ,  I q u i t .  Because, as f a r  as I 'm  con­
ce rned ,  I  would go in  my jeans  i f  I d i d n ' t  have 
a s k i r t o  The id e a  i s  t h a t  you go because God 
wants you t h e r e .  I t ' s  not what you have on. As 
long  as your body i s  covered ,  you a re  a l l  r i g h t .
This s topped me. I t  r e a l l y  d i d .  I j u s t  s o r t  of
went "uhhhh," j u s t  gasped.  R e a l l y ,  she was being 
very  k in d .  She r e a l l y  was because her h e a r t  went 
out t o  me. "Oh, t h a t  poor woman, she has a l l  
th o se  l i t t l e  k id s  and they  h a v e n ' t  got enough 
money. Oh, c a n ' t  we t a k e  up a c o l l e c t i o n  and buy 
her a d re s s ? "  This i s  what she was going to  do 
but I l e t  t h i s  woman know th a t  a l l  was w e l l .  I t  
was j u s t  a m a t te r  of th e  c h i l d r e n  growing up a 
l i t t l e .
As noted e a r l i e r  in  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  p a r i s h i o n e r s  o c c a s i o n a l ly
send g i f t s  of money to  th e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  f a m i ly .  The
f a c t  t h a t  th e  donors a r e  sometimes th o s e  l e a s t  ab le  t o
give p u ts  a r e a l  burden on th e  r e c e i v e r .  Respondent No. 29
sa id  t h a t  l e a r n i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  g r a c i o u s ly  i s  something every
m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  must l e a r n :
I  can remember one in s t a n c e  of  a b l in d  lady  and 
every E a s t e r  and Chris tm as she would g ive  an en­
ve lope  of  f i v e  or s i x  d o l l a r s  f o r  our fam ily  to
go out t o  d inner  . I  would so much r a t h e r ,  t h a t
she had kep t  i t  and p robab ly  purchased something 
she needed very  much fo r  h e r s e l f  or her  home.
What we o f t e n  d id  was t o  put t h a t  money in  the  
r a d i o  fund because she d id  hear  our s e r v i c e s  on 
th e  r a d i o .
C h i ld re n  can c e r t a i n l y  become s e n s i t i v e  to  fam ily  
f i n a n c i a l  p red icam ents  and t h e i r  r e a c t i o n s  a re  u n p r e d i c t ­
a b l e .  The fo l lo w in g  two i n c i d e n t s ,  r e l a t e d  by Respondents
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No. 23 and No. 5» I l l u s t r a t e  the  d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e s :
Perhaps I  can show you the  a t t i t u d e  of the  c h i l d ­
ren  by t e l l i n g  you t h a t  one time when our younger 
g i r l  was f i v e  y e a rs  o ld ,  she sa id  her p ray e rs  in  
the  evening and she s a i d ,  "P lease  God, make me 
poor when I  grow u p . 1' I was s t r u c k  by t h a t  but I 
d i d n ' t  say any th ing  r i g h t  th e n .  L a te r  on I s a id ,  
" J a n i e ,  why did you ask God to  make you poor 
when you grow up?" "Why so I  can l i v e  l i k e  we 
d o ,"  So, the  t h in g  was t h a t  she f e l t  t h a t  we had 
something e x c e p t i o n a l l y  n ic e  because we were poor.
I  f e e l  t h a t ' s  one r ea s o n  why none of my b r o th e r s  
went i n t o  th e  m i n i s t r y  and f o r  a long  t ime had 
no th in g  to  do w i th  th e  church .  I  t h in k  they  were 
j u s t  fed  up w i th  being  so p o o r - -k in d  of  handou ts ,  
you know, and ye t  my f a t h e r  was b e t t e r  educated 
than  anyone around.
D i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  in  th e  fam ily  p robably  accoun ts  f o r
t h e s e  s t r i k i n g l y  d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e s .
Summary
The s t r a i n s  of e n t e r t a i n i n g ,  h e lp in g  th e  poor ,  and 
l i v i n g  up to  m id d le - c la s s  s ta n d a rd s  on a l o w e r - c la s s  i n ­
come exhaust th e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  the  p a s t o r ' s  f a m i ly .  The 
m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  f in d s  t h a t  she must r e l y  on g i f t s  from 
church members and sometimes her own p a r e n t s  t o  he lp  keep 
th e  books in  th e  b la ck .  She r e s e n t s  th e  economic s i t u ­
a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  o f  her  h usband 's  l e n g th y  and 
expensive  ed u ca t io n  and th e  hours  they  both  spend in  church 
work.
From her po in t  of  view th e  a t t i t u d e s  of  th e  church 
members towards her  home and spending a re  u n r e a l i s t i c .
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D ealing  w ith  th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  in  th e s e  m a t te r s  i s  d i f f i ­
c u l t  fo r  h e r .
In  a s o c i e t y  which va lues  h ig h ly  th e  v i r t u e s  of 
economic independence,  she f i n d s  h e r s e l f  in  a p o s i t i o n  of 
dependency. Even though t r a d i t i o n a l l y  f i n a n c i a l  m a t te r s  
a re  a p r i v a t e  a f f a i r ,  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  must l i v e  w ith  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  everyone knows j u s t  how much her husband 
earns  and, p ro b ab ly ,  how i t  i s  s p e n t .
Many m i n i s t e r s '  wives r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a t r e n d  
to  p rovide  th e  p a s to r  w i th  a f ix ed ,  income, r e g a r d l e s s  of 
th e  s i z e  or economic n a tu r e  of the  church membership. Also,  
some denominat ions now p rov ide  housing a l lowances  so th a t  
th e  p a s to r  may r e n t  or buy a home accord ing  to  h i s  f a m i l y ' s  
needs and th e  l e n g t h  of  h i s  p a s t o r a t e .  Both th e s e  d ep a r ­
t u r e s  from t r a d i t i o n  a r e  welcomed by th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i fe .
Her d e s i r e  f o r  changes in  the  p a s t o r ' s  economic s i t u a t i o n  
i s  t y p i f i e d  i n  t h i s  s ta tem en t  made by Respondent No. 25s 
" I ' d  r a t h e r  t h e y 'd  j u s t  g ive  you a l i v i n g  wage and l e t  
you budget i t  l i k e  anyone e l s e .'1
CHAPTER V I I I
SOCIAL ISOLATION
Church s e r v i c e s ,  counse l ing  s e s s i o n s ,  p a s t o r a l  
v i s i t s ,  m ee t in g s— th e se  th in g s  f i l l  the  l i f e  of  a m in i s ­
t e r ' s  -wife. She has many s o c i a l  c o n ta c t s  th rough  her 
a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e  church and community and e n t e r t a i n i n g  
in  the  home, A c a s u a l  obse rve r  might w e l l  t h in k  she would 
never want f o r  companionship. The f a c t  i s ,  however, t h a t  
the  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife  i s ,  i n  a very  r e a l  sense ,  a s o c i a l  
i s o l a t e .  N ear ly  a l l  the  re sp o n d e n ts  in  t h i s  s tudy  men­
t io n e d  th e  problem o f  s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n .  Some t y p i c a l  
comments a r e ;
You have a l o t  of  f r i e n d s  and no f r i e n d s .33
For someone who i s  used to  having c lo s e  women 
f r i e n d s ,  i t ' s  a l o n e ly  r o l e  r e a l l y  <>34-
I  t h in k  b a s i c a l l y .th e  main problem of being 
a p a s t o r ' s  w ife  i s  l o n e l i n e s s .35
This  chapter  w i l l  d i s c u s s  the  na tu re  o f  th e  m i n i s ­
t e r ' s  w i f e ' s  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and r e a so n s  f o r  the
3 3 M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife  No0 17o 
3 ifM i n i s t e r ' s  Wife  No. 15°
3 ^ M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No0 23.
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l o n e l i n e s s  she e x p e r i e n c e s .
S i t u a t i o n a l  F a c to r s
Two of  the  f a c t o r s  which in f lu e n c e  the  m i n i s t e r ’ s 
w i f e ' s  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  can be l a b e l e d  " s i t u a t i o n a l . ” 
They a r e :
(1) The t r a n s i e n c y  r e q u i r e d  by her  h usband 's  p ro ­
f e s s i o n .
(2) Her own background.
In  r u r a l  Montana the  l e n g th  of the  average p a s t o r ­
a t e  i s  two or t h r e e  y e a r s .  About th e  t ime th e  m in i s t e r  
and th e  co n g reg a t io n  have e s t a b l i s h e d  a working agreement 
as t o  t h e i r  mutual e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  he l e a v e s  f o r  ano the r  
c h u r c h . , When m i n i s t e r s  have a longe r  t ime to  develop 
f r i e n d s h i p s ,  th e y  can overcome some of  th e  i n i t i a l  b a r r i e r s .  
One of  th e  m i n i s t e r s '  wives i n  t h i s  s tudy  had been in  the  
same l o c a t i o n  fo r  e leven  yea rs  and, as a r e s u l t ,  s a id  she 
was not  as keen ly  aware of  s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n .
The m in i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  a re  always newcomers.
None-of the  resp o n d en ts  in  t h i s  s tudy was ind igenous  to  
th e  a r e a  she se rv ed .  Small  communities a re  o f te n  u n i t e d  
by k in s h ip  so th e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  fam ily  a r e  a u to m a t i c a l ly  
exc luded .  Respondent No. *+ sa id  t h a t  she thought  church 
members simply fo rg o t  t h a t  she and her husband had no 
fam ily  t i e s  in  Montana:
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We’ Were v i s i t i n g  one fam ily  l a s t  week and she 
s a i d ,  "You should  come over o f t e n e r .  We d o n ' t  
always th in k  of a sk ing  you."  She s a i d ,  "We 
have our f am i ly  and our f r i e n d s  and we j u s t  
d o n ' t  th in k  about i t . "  I  t h in k  i t ’ s sometimes 
t r u e  t h a t  you a re  j u s t  l e f t  o u t .  At f i r s t  
sometimes, I  used to  j u s t  s i t  down and c ry  
because I  f e l t  so lonesome.
T y p ic a l ly  th e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  have urban 
backgrounds and r u r a l  ways a re  a l i e n  to  them. Though they  
t r y  to  f a m i l i a r i z e  themselves  w i th  r u r a l  l i f e ,  t h e i r  back­
grounds remain a f a c t o r  in  s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n .  M i n i s t e r ’ s 
Wife No. 2 t a lk e d  about her husband’ s a t tem p ts  to  overcome 
th e  d i f f e r e n c e s :
When we f i r s t  came here  l a s t  summer, Bob went 
working in  the  f i e l d s  w i th  the  d i f f e r e n t  men 
t o  l e a r n  e x a c t l y  what t h e i r  work i s  and j u s t  
what c o n d i t io n s  they  work u n d e r - - t o  f e e l  a 
p a r t  of them. But t h e r e  i s  no k idd ing  our­
s e l v e s .  We c a n ’t  be one of them. We j u s t  
a r e  n o t .
In  a r u r a l ’ community th e  m i n i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  a re  
among th e  few who have been educated  beyond h igh  sch o o l .  
There a r e  no c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the  community and, as 
Respondent No. 2 b  s a i d ,  "You can only s u rv iv e  on books and 
r e c o rd s  fo r  so l o n g . "  I f  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  wife has a c o l l e g e  
e d u c a t io n ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  he r  to  f in d  people who 
sha re  her  i n t e r e s t s .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 1 sa id  the  d i f ­
f e r e n c e  i n  i n t e r e s t s  was hard  to  a c c e p t :
I t  took me a long  time to  get used to  t h i s .
You know, everybody t a l k s  about b ab ies  and 
cann ing .  Some of  th e s e  th in g s  a re  j u s t  th e
t o p i c s  of  c o n v e rs a t io n  and i t  took me a long 
time to  a p p r e c i a t e  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  the  
c e n t r a l  p a r t  of most of th e se  women’ s l i v e s «
F r ie n d s h ip s  in  the  Church
M i n i s t e r s ’ wives do no t  deve lop  c lo s e  r e l a t i o n ­
sh ip s  w i th  members of th e  church because:
(1) I t  causes  j e a l o u s i e s  w i th in  th e  churcho
(2) There i s  a tem p ta t io n  t o  say th in g s  th a t  
could  be harmful to  her  hu sb an d 's  m in is t ry , ,
(3) Church members may d i sc o u ra g e  f r i e n d s h i p s  
because they  view her s t e r e o t y p i c a l l y *
When a m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  has c lo s e  f r i e n d s  w i th in
th e  church ,  o th e r  women may be s l i g h t e d . Many of  the
re sp o n d en ts  in  t h i s  s tudy commented on th e  j e a l o u s i e s
caused in  th e s e  c a s e s .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. k  recommended
t h a t  such f r i e n d s h i p s  be avoided:
A m i n i s t e r  i s  r e a l l y  everybody’ s p a s to r  i n  the  
church  and a l though  you f e e l  th e  need fo r  p e r ­
sona l  f r i e n d s —we do h e r e — i t  would be a mis­
tak e  to  f i n d  them among your p a r i s h i o n e r s .  I t  
would h u r t  people  because you a re  s o r t  of  p i c k ­
ing  and choosing and I  d o n ’ t  t h in k  you have 
t h a t  p r i v i l e g e .
Church members a re  c r i t i c a l  o f  th o se  who seem to  be c lo s e
t o  th e  p a s to r  and h i s  w ife  and i n h i b i t  such f r i e n d s h i p s
w ith  t h e i r  own means of s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife
No. b  r e p o r t e d ;
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I t ' s  a s t r a n g e  th in g  hut people  seem to  be a 
l i t t l e  b i t  concerned t h a t ,  i f  they  a re  too  
f r i e n d l y  w i th  you, o th e r s  w i l l  say ,  "Well ,  see ,  
they  a re  j u s t  t r y i n g  to  get  in  good w ith  the  
m i n i s t e r ."
Through her husband*s c o u n se l in g  the  m i n i s t e r 5s
t
w if e .h a s  access  to  p e r so n a l  in fo rm a t io n  about the  p a r i s h ­
ioners , ,  She r e a l i z e s  the  c o n f i d e n t i a l  n a tu re  of  th e  i n f o r ­
mation and i s  h e s i t a n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c lo s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  w ith  
th o s e  who might be i n t e r e s t e d .  Respondent No, 21 t o l d  how 
t h i s  f a c t o r  in f lu e n c e s  her  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  church mem­
b e rs  :
You s h o u ld n ' t  get  r e a l  c lo s e  to  j u s t  a couple 
p eo p le .  I t  j u s t  i s n ' t  w ise :  t h e r e ' s  the  temp­
t a t i o n  to  unload p e r so n a l  op in ions  and goss ip  
a l i t t l e ,  and the  p a s to r  and h i s  w ife  do have 
to  be c a r e f u l  about t h a t ,
A t h i r d  f a c t o r  which i n h i b i t s  f r i e n d s h i p s  between 
th e  co n g reg a t io n  and th e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  wife i s  th a t  
church members t h in k  of  them in  a r e l i g i o u s  c o n t e x t .  With­
out wanting t o ,  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  makes people  uncomfor­
t a b l e  in  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s .  The m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  f i n d s  she 
i s  not accep ted  as "one of th e  g i r l s "  i n  an in fo rm al  group 
because th e  g i r l s  a re  a f r a i d  she w i l l  be shocked by t h e i r  
b e h a v io r .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife Wo. 1 commented on th e  way 
people  behave i n  her  p re sen ce :
A p a s t o r ' s  w ife  i s  t r e a t e d  as i f  i t  were neces­
sa ry  t o  p r o t e c t  her  from be ing  contaminated  by 
everyday l i f e .  I have n o t ic e d  t h a t  i f  people 
a r e  t a l k i n g  about something to  be heard  only  by
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w orld ly  peop le ,  they  w i l l  change the  s u b j e c t «
Or, i f  you a re  v i s i t i n g  a woman and her  hus­
band e n t e r s  th e  house swearing as men around 
h e re  seem' to  do, the  woman w i l l  s t i f f e n  up and 
th e  husband w i l l  ap o lo g ize  p r o f u s e ly .
The f r i e n d s h i p s  of  a m i n i s t e r ' s ' w ife  a r e  one-way
a f f a i r s  because church members a re  d is a p p o in te d  when she
r e v e a l s  her own problems. Respondent No. 23 commented on
her f r i e n d s h i p s :
I  have very  very  good f r i e n d s  and I know a l l  
t h e i r  problems but I  c a n ’ t  go th e  o th e r  way 
and I ’ve t r i e d o  I t ' s  not t h a t  I  want to  ap­
pear  s p i r i t u a l l y  p e r f e c t . This i s  not my 
m o t iv a t io n  f o r  not speaking  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  I 
have seen t h e i r  eyes when I have.
Sometimes the  m i n i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  a re  o s t r a c i z e d  
because church  members f e e l  they  would d isapp rove  of  c e r ­
t a i n  behav io r  * Respondent No. 23 s a id  she and her  husband 
were r a r e l y  asked to  a p a r ty  because " p e o p le . a r e  sure  t h a t  
we w i l l  dampen a p a r t y  even though they  would be th e  f i r s t  
to  admit we a re  good c o m p a n y M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 6 
added, "You have to  know when to  le av e  d i s c r e e t l y  so they  
can have t h e i r  fun .  Sometimes you know y o u ' r e  s p o i l i n g  
th e  p a r t y . ”'
One m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  c o n s c io u s ly  m a in ta ined  a de­
gree of s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e  between h e r s e l f  and the  p a r i s h ­
i o n e r s .  Respondent No. 11 sa id :
There i s  danger when they  c a l l  you by your f i r s t  
names f o r  c h i l d r e n  to  become d i s r e s p e c t f u l  and 
th e r e  i s  a l s o  a danger  of them f o r g e t t i n g  th a t  
you a re  the  p a s to r  and h is  w i fe .
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She i s  one of  th e  few who a r e ,  fo r  some r e a s o n ,  committed 
t o  uphold ing  th e  s t e r e o t y p e .  Host m i n i s t e r s '  wives sug­
ges ted  t h a t  t h e y  would be very  happy i f  church members 
would f o r g e t  th ey  were " th e  p a s t o r ' s  w i f e . "
F r ie n d s h ip s  Outside th e  Church 
Because of the  l i m i t a t i o n s  in h e re n t  i n  r e l a t i o n ­
sh ip s  w i th in  th e  church ,  m i n i s t e r s '  wives look  o u t s id e  the  
church fo r  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i th  people  of d i f f e r e n t  denomina­
t i o n s ,  o th e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  people and o th e r  m i n i s t e r s '  w ives .  
Respondent No. 26 s a id :
I  have a much e a s i e r ,  f r e e r  f r i e n d s h i p  w i th  my 
n e ig h b o rs ,  who a re  of ano ther  denom inat ion ,  than 
I  would w i th  a p a r i s h i o n e r .  I  have never had a 
r e a l  c lo s e  f r i e n d s h i p  w ith  any p a r i s h i o n e r  I  can 
th in k  o f .
Most m i n i s t e r s '  wives f in d  t h i s  t r u e - - t h a t  i t  i s  e a s i e r  to  
be accep ted  by people  th ey  do not se rv e  i n  th e  m i n i s t r y .  
However, Respondent No. 22 sa id  people  of  o th e r  denomina­
t i o n s  were "ve ry  c a r e f u l  and t r e a d  l i g h t l y  in  the  a r e a  of 
r e l i g i o n  because of  me." Many resp o n d e n ts  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
t h e i r  most en joyab le  f r i e n d s h i p s  were w i th  Roman C a th o l i c s  
who, because of  the  t r a d i t i o n  of th e  c e l i b a t e  p r i e s th o o d ,  
have no concep t ion  of a " m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e . "  Respondent 
No. 23 t o l d  about being i n v i t e d  to  a C a th o l i c  n e ig h b o r ' s  
p a r ty :
She s a i d ,  " I  hope you won 't  mind being th e  only 
P r o t e s t a n t s . "  I s a id ,  "For goodness sakes No,
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we would love  to  come," F i r s t  p a r ty  we had 
been i n v i t e d  to  in  a year  and a h a l f - - b y  a bunch 
of C a t h o l i c s .  And so we went and everybody 
drank beer and we drank Cokes and nobody got 
e x c i t e d .  Our own p a r i s h i o n e r s  would never do 
t h a t  but t h i s  group o f  C a th o l i c s  were not about 
to  be d i s t r e s s e d  by th e  p resence  of a Lutheran  
p a s to r  and, whether we were going to  approve of  
t h e i r  d r in k in g  or n o t ,  could not m a t te r  to  them.
We had a wonderful  t im e .
A d o c to r  or lawyer in  a small  town may sha re  w ith ,  
th e  m i n i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  th e  c u l t u r a l  i s o l a t i o n  which 
t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r o l e s  f o s t e r .  The m i n i s t e r ' s  f am ily  
and th e  d o c t o r ' s  fam ily  r e a d i l y  deve lop  c lo s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  
because o f  s i m i l a r i t i e s  in  t h e i r  backgrounds.  They a re  
u s u a l l y  from urban  a re a s  and, of  co u rse ,  a re  b e t t e r  edu­
ca ted  th an  most of  th e  community. Another reason  fo r  th e s e  
f r i e n d s h i p s  i s  t h a t  bo th  coup les  have access  t o  p e r so n a l  
in fo rm a t io n  about th e  townspeople and r e a l i z e  th e  o b l ig a ­
t i o n  to  keep i t  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 18 s a id :
We have been f o r t u n a t e  because we have a doc to r  
f r i e n d  and h i s  w ife  who l i v e  h e re  and we have 
been very  c lo s e  t o  them. In f a c t ,  the  doc to r  
was th e  p h y s ic ia n  here  a t  the  t im e we were mar­
r i e d  so, i n  a sense ,  the  con f idences  have been 
between us and th e  d o c to r  and h i s  w i fe .  I t  
works both  ways because t h e r e  a re  few p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l  people  in  a small  community.
When t h e r e  a re  s e v e r a l  churches in  th e  community, 
m i n i s t e r s '  wives o f te n  e s t a b l i s h  c lo s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i th  
each o t h e r .  These women sha re  th e  same l i f e  and can t a l k  
about i t  w i thou t  shocking each o t h e r .  Respondent No. ** 
s a i d ,  "When you meet an o th e r  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  who has the
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same s i t u a t i o n ,  you f e e l  'Nov; I  can r e a l l y  l e t  my h a i r  
down*,'" These women have in  common a unique p e r s p e c t i v e  
which might not be accep ted  by the  church  members. They 
can t a l k  f r e e l y  about l i f e  in  the  church and encourage 
each o the r  to  cope w ith  i t .  M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 13 t a lk e d  
about th e  n a tu re  o f  her c o n v e rs a t io n s  w i th  o th e r  m i n i s t e r s '  
w ives:
We k ind  o f  r e l a x  a f t e r  a s e r v i c e  and t e l l  some 
funny th in g  t h a t  happened. I mean, we see i t  
from a d i f f e r e n t  v iewpoin t  than  maybe someone 
e l s e  would and we get  a b ig  laugh  out of i t .
Or a problem, we can d is c u s s  and he lp  each 
o t h e r „
With o th e r s  in  her p o s i t i o n  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  can r e a l l y
r e l a x  i n  ways t h a t  a re  im poss ib le  w i th  church members.
■Respondent No. 12 sa id  t h a t  she d i d n ' t  f e e l  s e l f - c o n s c io u s
t a l k i n g  to  o th e r  m i n i s t e r s '  w ives :
I  can f r e e l y  say what comes i n t o  my mind b u t ,  
when I 'm  t a l k i n g  to  a p a r i s h i o n e r ,  I  f e e l  t h a t  
I  might be m isunders tood .  I f  I  say anyth ing  
bad about anyone--a  th in g  t h a t  might be taken  
the  wrong way.
M i n i s t e r ' s  Wife No. 23 s a id  t h a t ,  b e fo re  moving to  
her  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n ,  she had c h e r i sh ed  th e  f r i e n d s h i p s  
she had developed with  o th e r  m i n i s t e r s '  w ives .  She was 
d is a p p o in te d  when, i n  th e  new community, she was not  ac ­
cep ted  by them:
I  have had them over fo r  p i c n i c s .  I  have had 
them f o r  c o f f e e  and I have had success  in  every 
o the r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  I  have a t te m p te d .
But I  have not g o t t e n  t o  f i r s t  base w i th  them. .
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She exp la ined  t h a t  th e  reason  she had not been accep ted
was a s t a t u s  p r o b l e m : ^
Ours i s  one of the  l a r g e r  churches he re  and th e  
o the r  -wives a re  o lde r  than  I am and they  r e s e n t  
i t  when a younger p a s to r  i s  i n  a l a r g e r  churcho 
This  was a r e v e l a t i o n  to  me.
M i n i s t e r s '  wives deve lop  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i th  each o th e r  
because th e y  can r e l a x  and enjoy th em se lv es .  O ccas iona l ly  
they  encounter  a m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  who only  wants to  com­
p l a i n  about her  problems. Respondent No. 8 r e p o r t e d  her 
f e e l i n g s  about such women:
I can r e a l l y  g r ip e  about t h e s e  p a s t o r s '  wives 
who th in k  t h e y ' r e  th e  only ones who have any 
problems. Some of them th in k  they  a re  m arty rs  
and I have a good f r i e n d  who has done t h i s .  I 
t h in k  perhaps i t ' s  because s h e ' s  not b a s i c a l l y  
happy w i th  h e r s e l f - - n o t  b a s i c a l l y  happy with  
her hu sb a n d 's  p r o f e s s i o n .
M i n i s t e r s '  wives d i s c o u ra g e  f r i e n d s h ip s  w i th  th e s e  women 
because they  must p lay  th e  r o l e  of  counse lo r  and t h i s  de­
f e a t s  th e  purpose of  such f r i e n d s h i p s ,  which i s  to  prov ide  
an o u t l e t  f o r  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n .
36" .  0 „ because P r o t e s t a n t  churches  a re  t y p i ­
c a l l y  c l a s s - o r i e n t e d ,  th e  p a s to r  o f  an u p p e r - c l a s s  church 
enjoys a community s t a t u s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  of  
the  m i n i s t e r  of a lo w e r - c l a s s  ch u rch ."  W. Seward S a l i s ­
bury ,  R e l ig io n  i n  American C u l tu re  (Homewood, I l l i n o i s :  
The Dorsey P r e s s ,  196*+), P» 277«
CHAPTER IX
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
F ind ings  of th e  Study 
The m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  occup ies  a s te re o ty p e d  r o l e  
which has r a m i f i c a t i o n s  fo r  n e a r l y  every asp ec t  o f  her 
l i f e 0 The s t e r e o ty p e  p r e s c r i b e s  t h a t  she be d i s c r e e t  in  
her  behav io r  and have a v i t a l  commitment t o  her hu sb a n d 's  
work. The a s c r ib e d  s t a t u s  t h a t  she r e c e iv e s  upon marrying 
a m in i s t e r  i s  t h a t  o f  an a s s i s t a n t  p a s t o r .  L ike her  hus­
band, she i s  a s e rv a n t  of th e  co n g reg a t io n  and must be a t  
t h e i r  beck and c a l l  a t  a l l  t im es .
The m i n i s t e r ' s  wife  r e p r e s e n t s  the  community's 
i d e a l s  o f  v i r t u e ,  o r d e r l i n e s s ,  and C h r i s t i a n  motherhood 
and she i s  c o n s t a n t l y  reminded t h a t  she se rv es  as an exem­
p l a r  to  the  community. Church members expect her  to  be 
f r e e  of  s p i r i t u a l  problems and immune to  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  and 
co m p e t i t iv e  e lements o f  s o c i e t y .  So t h a t  she can f u l f i l l  
t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  they  p r o t e c t  her  from pro fane  and 
wordly th in g s  and t r e a t  her  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  r a t h e r  than  
p e r s o n a l l y .
The s e l f  d e r iv e s  from s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and s in c e  
th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e ' s  i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  r e s t r a i n e d  by th e
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p r e s c r i p t i o n s  of the  s t e r e o t y p e ,  she s u f f e r s  from a r o l e -  
s e l f  im balance.  She has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  conform to  
e x p e c ta t io n s  and develop  a s e l f - c o n c e p t  which i s  com patib le  
w i th  them because her behav io r  a f f e c t s  her  husband’ s m in i s ­
t r y .  She i s  i n c l i n e d  to  be r e l i g i o u s l y  i n n e r - d i r e c t e d  but 
must be o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  to  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  she i s  s e n s i t i v e  
to  p a r i s h i o n e r s '  cues fo r  her  b eh a v io r .  The m i n i s t e r ' s  
w ife  wishes to  s e c u l a r i z e  her r o l e  but church members do 
not al low t h i s .
Older m i n i s t e r s '  wives r e p o r t  l e s s  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
m a in ta in in g  a v i a b i l i t y  of  s e l f  than  do younger women.
Two re a s o n s  can be o f fe re d  fo r  t h i s .
(1) The o ld e r  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i fe ,  whose c h i l d r e n  a re  
grown, can devote  more t ime to  church  work. She does not 
f a c e  the  c o n f l i c t i n g  demands between home and church ex­
pe r ien ced  by a young mother.
(2) The woman w i th  long  ex pe r ience  in  the  r o l e  has 
l e a rn e d  to  communicate her own r o l e  d e f i n i t i o n  to  the  con­
g r e g a t io n  and to  deve lop  a s e l f - c o n c e p t  which i s  com patib le  
w i th  her r o l e .  Or, perhaps she has accep ted  the  com­
munity ?.s d e f i n i t i o n  of  her r o l e  and in c o rp o ra te d  th e  
g e n e ra l i z e d  o t h e r . 3?
^ nI t  i s  i n  th e  form of  th e  g e n e ra l i z e d  o the r  t h a t  
the  s o c i a l  p rocess  in f lu e n c e s  the  behav io r  of the  i n d i v i ­
d u a l s  invo lved  in  i t  and c a r r y in g  i t  on, i . e . ,  t h a t  the  
community e x e r c i s e s  c o n t r o l  over the  conduct of i t s
9if
One of the  g r e a t e s t  i n d i g n i t i e s  s u f f e re d  by the  
m in i s t e r  and h i s  fam ily  i s  t h a t  t h e i r  income and budget ,  
norm ally  p r i v a t e  m a t t e r s ,  a re  open to  the  s c r u t i n y  of 
o t h e r s .  The t y r a n n i c a l  demands of the  co n g reg a t io n  t h a t  
th e  m in i s t e r  l i v e  up t o  m id d le - c la s s  s ta n d a rd s  on a lower-  
c l a s s  income t y p i f y  what happens when th e  sac red  and secu­
l a r  come to g e th e r  in  s o c i e t y .  Their  problems a re  the  
problems of  accommodating th e se  two a s p e c t s  of  l i f e  i n  the  
U nited  S t a t e s .
In  one way th e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  a re  l i k e  
miners or m il lhands  in  a company-owned town. They share  
the  l a c k  of p r iv ac y  and s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n -  t h a t  r e s u l t s  
from l i v i n g  i n  a company-owned house.  Employees who have 
a sense of  having " so ld  out"  to  th e  company f e e l  th e  same 
b i t t e r n e s s  as th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e ,  who s a id  of  th e  church 
members, "They own you."  Such p a t e r n a l i s t i c  s i t u a t i o n s  
breed  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and cynicism because th e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n  them, whether m i n i s t e r s  or m ine rs ,  cannot ach ieve  
independence .
i n d i v i d u a l  members; f o r  i t  i s  i n  t h i s  form t h a t  the  s o c i a l  
p rocess  or community e n t e r s  as a de te rm in ing  f a c t o r  i n t o  
th e  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s th in k i n g .  In  a b s t r a c t  thought th e  i n d i v i ­
d u a l  t a k e s  the  a t t i t u d e  of the  g e n e ra l i z e d  o the r  toward 
h im s e l f ,  w i t h o u t ' r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t s  ex p re s s io n  in  any p a r t i ­
c u l a r  o th e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  and in  c o n c re te  thought he tak es  
t h a t  a t t i t u d e  i n  so f a r  as i t  i s  expressed  in  th e  a t t i t u d e s  
toward h i s  behav ior  o f  o the r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i th  whom he i s  
in vo lved  i n  th e  given s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  or a c t . "  Mead, 
o p . c i t . ,  pp. 155-156o
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In  Men and Their  Work, E v e r e t t  C. Hughes says t h a t
many occupat ions  in c lu d e  an a s p e c t  of  " g u i l t y  knowledge":
The law yer ,  the  policem an,  the  p h y s ic i a n ,  the  
newspaper r e p o r t e r ,  the  s c i e n t i s t ,  the  d i p l o ­
mat, th e  s c h o la r ,  the  p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y ,  a l l  
of them must have l i c e n s e  to  g e t - - a n d ,  i n  some 
d eg ree ,  to  keep s e c r e t — some order  of g u i l t y  or 
a t  l e a s t  p o t e n t i a l l y  em barrass ing  and dangerous
knowledge*38
The m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  too  c a r r i e s  th e  burden of  g u i l t y  know­
ledge* She must , of c o u rse ,  keep such in fo rm a t io n  c o n f i ­
d e n t i a l  because she i s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  do damage to  
p e o p l e ' s  r e p u t a t i o n s  and, co n seq u en t ly ,  to  her h u sb an d 's  
m in is t ry , ,  She cannot g ive  i n  to  th e  human tendency to  gos­
sip* Her s e l f - r e s t r a i n t  i n  th e s e  m a t te r s  causes her t o  be 
s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  and guarded i n  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s *
Hughes c o n t in u e s :  "One of  th e  major p r o f e s s i o n a l
d e v i a t i o n s  of  mind, a form of  g u i l t y  knowledge, i s  the  ob­
j e c t i v e  and r e l a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  * * * / o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
person7o"39 Because of  t h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  
e v a lu a te s  th in g s  d i f f e r e n t l y  from th e  p a r i s h io n e r s *  While 
m a in ta in in g  a f r o n t  of concern and i n t e r e s t  i n  a p a r i s h ­
i o n e r ’s problem, she may p e r s o n a l l y  t h in k  i t  t r i v i a l  or 
even humorous* However, she ex p re sse s  th e s e  f e e l i n g s  only 
when c o n f id in g  in  o the r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  people  who share  her
38 E v ere t t  C„ Hughes, Men and T he ir  Work (Glencoe, 
111*: The Free P re s s ,  1958),  p. 8 l .
^ I b i d  *, p. 83o'
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o b je c t i v e  and r e l a t i v e  a t t i t u d e , .
The m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  ex p e r ien ce s  r o l e  c o n f l i c t  or 
d i f f i c u l t y  in  conforming to  e x p e c ta t io n s  because :
(1) E x p e c ta t io n s  a re  no t  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d ,
(2) E x p ec ta t io n s  vary from church to  church ,
(3) E x p e c ta t io n s  may not c o in c id e  w i th  her  own 
d e f i n i t i o n  of th e  r o l e  and she l a c k s  a group 
of  r o l e - s h a r e r s  i n  th e  work environment to  
h e lp  d e f in e  which e x p e c ta t io n s  a re  l e g i t i m a t e .
To c o n t r o l  such c o n f l i c t s  th e  m i n i s t e r 8s w ife  may e i t h e r  
r e j e c t  the  r e l i g i o u s  r o l e ,  th e re b y  je o p a r d iz in g  her  hus­
b a n d 's  m i n i s t r y ,  or use her f am i ly  as j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  
n e g l e c t in g  what th e  co n g reg a t io n  p e r c e iv e s  as her re spon ­
s i b i l i t y  in  th e  church .  In  doing th e  l a t t e r ,  she appeals  
t o  what one s o c i o l o g i s t  c a l l s  th e  h i e r a r c h y  of  r o l e  expec­
t a t i o n s :  " I t  i s  an approved te ch n iq u e  fo r  avoid ing  sanc­
t i o n s  by a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  an eq u a l ly  h ig h  or h ighe r  claim 
preven ted  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  from f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n .  l,i+0 
When she u ses  her  fam ily  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as i n s u l a t i o n  
from e l u s iv e  and u n ac c e p tab le  demands, th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  
i s  r e a l l y  m a n ip u la t in g  th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s .  Attempts a t  
m an ip u la t in g  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  p robab ly  made by
^ J a c k s o n  Toby, "Some V a r ia b le s  i n  Role C o n f l i c t  
A n a ly s i s , "  S o c ia l  F o rc e s , XXX, No. 3 (March, 1952),  32^.
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people  in  o the r  occupa t ions  who f in d  t h e i r  t o t a l  r o l e  o b l i ­
g a t io n s  overdemanding. The m o b i l i t y  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l  people 
in  America s u b j e c t s  them to  r o l e  c o n f l i c t  because of v a r i ­
a t i o n  in  l o c a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s . .  Much more s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  c o l ­
l e c t e d  d a t a  i s  needed i f  we a r e  t o  unders tand  s o c i a l  mani­
p u l a t i o n  as a means of making work t o l e r a b l e .
I d e a l  types  a re  u s e f u l  t o o l s  of  a n a l y s i s  in  the  
s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s .  They do not d e s c r ib e  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  be­
h av io r  of  any one person  but  th ey  r e p r e s e n t  a continuum 
along which an i n d i v i d u a l  might be p la c e d .  Data from t h i s  
s tudy  i n d i c a t e  a t e n t a t i v e  typo logy  of ministers® wives:
(1) The A s s i s t a n t  P a s to r
This  type i s  a r e a l  p a r tn e r  in  the  m in i s ­
t r y .  L ike M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 10, she may have r,s e t  out 
t o  marry a m in i s t e r "  in  o rder  to  f u l f i l l  her own r e l i g i o u s  
commitment. She most f r e q u e n t l y  appears  i n  fundamental  
churches and f e e l s  t h a t  she, to o  i s  " c a l l e d  by God" to  th e  
m i n i s t r y .  The A s s i s t a n t  P a s to r  i s  a l e a d e r  and i n t e n s e l y  
invo lved  i n  church a c t i v i t i e s .  She enjoys the  a u t h o r i t y  
of th e  r o l e  and sees  t h a t  " th e y  do not go ahead w i th  any- 
th in g  u n le s s  they  check w ith  me f i r s t . "  For h e r ,  the  
r o l e  i s  s e l f - e n h a n c in g  r a t h e r  th an  t h r e a t e n i n g .  Because 
of  her complete involvement i n  the  church ,  th e  A s s i s t a n t
1+1
M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife No. 11.
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P a s to r  i s  not l i k e l y  to  sense  l o n e l i n e s s  or s o c i a l  i s o l a ­
t i o n
(2) The Suppor te r
The S uppor te r  p a r t i c i p a t e s  th rough  her 
husband r a t h e r  than  on her  own i n i t i a t i v e  in  church a c t i ­
v i t i e s , ,  Her major c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  i n  the  home, p rov id in g  
a com for tab le  and r e l a x i n g  atmosphere fo r  th e  m i n i s t e r .
She i s  more a he lp -m ate  th an  a p a r tn e r  and a t t e n d s  meet­
ings  and s e rv i c e s  but does not assume l e a d e r s h i p  in  th e  
church .  This ty p e  manages t o  cope w ith  the  r o l e  and does 
no t  have p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f i c u l t y  m a in ta in in g  her  s e l f -  
i d e n t i t y .
( 3)  The Repud ia to r
This type  r e j e c t s  the  r o l e  of th e  m in i s ­
t e r 5 s w i fe .  She m arr ied  th e  man and not th e  job and may 
have d iscou raged  her husband from e n t e r i n g  the  m i n i s t r y .
She p a r t i c i p a t e s  only  r e l u c t a n t l y  i n  th e  m i n i s t r y  and i s  
keen ly  aware of  c r i t i c i s m .  Her re sp o n se  to  q u e r ie s  from 
church members i s ,  "Ask my husband, h e 5 s th e  .one c a l l e d  
t o  be p a s to r  The R ep u d ia to r  f in d s  i t  e s p e c i a l l y  p a in ­
f u l  to  l i v e  up to  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n ' s  e x p e c ta t io n s  and f e e l s  
d e p e r s o n a l i z e d  by th e  r o l e .  She r e s e n t s  being t r e a t e d  
c a t e g o r i c a l l y  and, f o r  h e r ,  l o n e l i n e s s  i s  a r e a l  problem.
^ M i n i s t e r  ' s Wife No. 5«
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I n c i d e n t a l  F ind ings  
I t  i s  a f a i r l y  common ex p e r ien ce  in  s o c i a l  r e s e a r c h  
to  o b ta in  in fo rm a t io n  about s o c i e t y  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n ­
sh ip s  which i s  o u t s id e  the  o r i g i n a l  scope of th e  study,, 
Merton terms t h i s  the  s e r e n d i p i t y  component of  r e s e a r c h ,
" o o a th e  d i s c o v e ry ,  by chance or s a g a c i t y ,  of v a l i d  r e ­
s u l t s  which were not sought f o r , " ^
S ince  many of  th e  m i n i s t e r s '  wives in  t h i s  s tudy 
se rve  r u r a l  communities,  th e  d a t a  c a r r y  im p l i c a t io n s  fo r  
th e  f i e l d  of r u r a l  s o c io lo g y .  Some t e n t a t i v e  o b se rv a t io n s  
a re  as f o l lo w s :
The r u r a l  community i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a l a r g e  
number of pr imary  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  made p o s s i b l e  by th e  low 
d e n s i t y  of  p o p u l a t i o n  and the  f a c t  t h a t  everyone farms or 
ranches  or i s  employed in  a r e l a t e d  o ccu p a t io n .  K insh ip  
i s  an im por tan t  a sp ec t  o f  s o c i a l  cohesion  s in c e  farming 
i s  a fam ily  b u s in e s s  and land  i s  i n h e r i t e d  and r e t a i n e d  
by fam ily  members. The r e s u l t a n t  r e l u c t a n c e  to  accep t  
newcomers i s  documented by the  m i n i s t e r s '  wives o f  t h i s  
s tu d y .
I t  might a l s o  be p o s tu l a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  same f a c t o r s  
a re  the  rea so n s  f o r  c o n s e rv a t iv e  a t t i t u d e s  and r e s i s t a n c e  
to  s o c i a l  change. Because th e  com posit ion  of  the
^ R o b e r t  Ko Merton, S o c i a l  Theory and S o c ia l  S t r u c ­
t u r e  (Glencoe,  111 . :  The Free P r e s s ,  19^+9) ? P® 98.
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p o p u la t io n  i s  homogeneous and s t a b l e ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  id e a s  
a re  not cha l len g ed  by people w ith  d i f f e r e n t  backgrounds,  
o c c u p a t io n s ,  and l i f e  s t y l e s .
A d i s t i n c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  church program 
and th e  occupat ion  of the  r u r a l  church members i s  r e v e a le d  
by th e  re sp o n d en ts  in  t h i s  s tudy .  The church a c t i v i t i e s  
a re  as in f lu e n c e d  by se aso n a l  changes as i s  th e  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  work of th e  co n g re g a t io n .  Also,  because of the  l a c k  
of  o rgan ized  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in  r u r a l  com­
m u n i t i e s ,  th e  church assumes. a .p ro p o r t i o n a t e ly  g r e a t e r  de­
gree  o f  im portance  in  th e  l i f e  of th e  members. The church 
meetings p rov ide  an o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  s o c i a l i z i n g  which draws 
even nonmembers.
Many th in g s  about th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s e c u la r  
and r e l i g i o u s  elements of  s o c i e ty  a re  sugges ted  by the  d a t a  
of t h i s  s tu d y .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  m in i s t e r  and 
th e  c o n g re g a t io n  i s  r i d d l e d  w i th  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s .
Church members want a q u a l i f i e d ,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and 
r e s p o n s iv e  man i n  the  p u l p i t ,  ye t  th e y  make the  m i n i s t r y  
a l u d i c r o u s l y  u n a t t r a c t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n .  They want a p e r ­
so n ab le ,  d o w n - to -ea r th  man as p a s t o r ,  but they  t r e a t  him 
as an o c c u p a t io n a l  type  r a t h e r ' t h a n  an i n d i v i d u a l .  Their  
p r e s c r i p t i o n s  fo r  h i s  behav io r  make i t  im p o ss ib le  fo r  him 
t o  be a r e a l  f r i e n d  who can have a one - to -one  r e l a t i o n s h i p
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w ith  them* He becomes a s p e c i a l  v ic t im  of the  d i s p a r i t y  
between norms and r e a l i t y  because he i s  expected  to  be a
p e r f e c t  embodiment o f  the  norms.
The congrega t ion  expec ts  th e  m in i s t e r  t o  be pas ­
t o r ,  p re a c h e r ,  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and to  be e d u c a t i o n a l l y
p repared  f o r  th e s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  S a l i s b u ry  r e p o r t s :
The u s u a l  s ta n d a rd  fo r  t h e  major denominations 
i s  four  yea rs  of unde rg rad u a te  s tu d y ,  p r e f e r - '  
ab ly  w i th  a degree  i n  the  L ib e r a l  A r t s ,  f o l ­
lowed by th r e e  to  four  y ea rs  of  p o s tg ra d u a te  
work'—u s u a l l y  in c lu d in g  a year  of  i n t e r n s h i p - -  
in  a t h e o l o g i c a l  school
At th e  co n c lu s io n  o f  h i s  e d u c a t io n ,  the  m in i s t e r  begins  a
c a r e e r  which o f f e r s  no economic s e c u r i t y .  From t h a t  time
on, he exhaus ts  h im s e l f  p h y s i c a l l y  and s p i r i t u a l l y  fo r  a
s a l a r y  f i g u r e  n . . . below which th e  co n g reg a t io n  cannot
go and m a in ta in  i t s  c o n v i c t i o n ,  however i l l u s o r y ,  t h a t  i t
i s  a humane i n s t i t u t i o n  . .
The m in i s t e r  i s  fo rc ed  to  t a k e  an i n g r a t i a t i n g
r o l e  i n  h i s  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i th  h i s  employers.  He i s  i n  the
uncom for tab le  p o s i t i o n  of  ask ing  fo r  funds t o  meet th e  needs
of  h i s  fa m i ly  and church  w h i le  t r y in g  to  m a in ta in  the
LAim p ress io n  of  immunity from m a te r i a l i s m .  Church members
^ S a l i s b u r y ,  o jd . c i t . ,  p. 2lL.
^5sm ith ,  ojs. c i t . ,  p.  38.
^ T h e  au thor  i s  reminded o f  a ca r to o n  d e p i c t i n g  
th e  co n g reg a t io n  l i s t e n i n g  to  a sermon while  r a i n  pours 
th rough  h o le s  i n  the  r o o f  o f  th e  church .  The m i n i s t e r  i s
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must c e r t a i n l y  be aware of  the  economic i n j u s t i c e s  of 
th e  r e l i g i o u s  p r o f e s s io n  and i t  might be suggested  t h a t  
they  uphold th e se  as a source of  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  t h e i r  
own cho ice  o f  s e c u la r  l i v e s .
S ugges t ions  fo r  F u r th e r  Study
This s tudy  d id  not  a t tem pt  to  ex p la in  the  r ea s o n s  
fo r  the  d iv e rg e n t  a t t i t u d e s  and behav io r  of m i n i s t e r s '  
w ives .  The d a t a  do su g g e s t ,  however, a r e l a t i o n s h i p  be­
tween (a)  the  degree  of a m i n i s t e r ’ s w i f e ' s  r e l i g i o u s  
commitment and (b) her r e p o r t e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i th -h e r  hus­
band’ s c a re e r  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  i t .  With a l a r g e  sample 
and an in s t ru m en t  f o r  measuring r e l i g i o u s  commitment, and 
a t t i t u d e s  toward the  m i n i s t r y ,  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
th e s e  v a r i a b l e s  could  be c l a r i f i e d .  S o c i a l  p s y c h o lo g i s t s  
might s tudy  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s  of  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  t o  
de te rm ine  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on her  r o l e  d e f i n i t i o n .  I t  would 
a l s o  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  know i f  a t t i t u d e s  of  m i n i s t e r s ’ 
wives a re  more c o n s i s t e n t  w i th in  a s p e c i f i c  denom inat ion .
Access to  in fo rm a t io n  of  a p e r so n a l  n a tu re  and ex­
c e s s iv e  demands on time a re  p a t t e r n s  common t o  the  l i v e s  
of  th o se  invo lved  in  th e  p r o f e s s io n s  of medicine and r e l i ­
g ion .  An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  th e  consequences of the  medical
u s in g  an um bre l la  to  keep h i s  n o te s  dry  and one w e l l - d r e s s e d  
p a r i s h i o n e r  nudges ano ther  and sa y s ,  "What do you want to  
be t  h e ' s  going to  h i t  us up fo r  a new ro o f?"
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c a r e e r  on fam ily  l i f e  and the  a t t i t u d e s  and ad jus tm en ts  
of  th e  d o c t o r ' s  wife  would y ie ld  i n t e r e s t i n g  comparat ive  
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The te a c h e r  in  a r u r a l  community sh a re s  w i th  the  
m i n i s t e r ' s  wife p r e s c r i p t i o n s  fo r  her behav ior  o u t s id e  the  
work env ironm ent„ Her p e r so n a l  h a b i t s  a re  of i n t e r e s t  to  
th e  s tu d e n t s  and the  p a re n t s  and, i f  o s t e n t a t i o u s  enough, 
e v e n tu a l l y  to  th e  school b o a rd . A comparison of  th e  ways 
th e  t e a c h e r ' s  and the  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a re  
in f lu e n c e d  by community p r e s c r i p t i o n s  and the  ways i n  
which they  p r o t e c t • themselves from e x cess iv e  demands i s  
f e a s i b l e .
Data from t h i s  s tudy  i n d i c a t e  s e v e r a l  a re a s  of 
r e s e a r c h  fo r  the  so c io lo g y  of the  f a m i ly .  The in f lu e n c e  
of  th e  f a t h e r ' s  occu p a t io n  on the  c h i ld  could be i l l u m i ­
na ted  by a s tudy  of s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p rocesses  i n  the  m in i s ­
t e r ' s  fam ily  and the  consequent r e l i g i o u s  a t t i t u d e s  of  
th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  c h i l d r e n  in. a d u l t  l i f e .  The tendency fo r  
m i n i s t e r s '  c h i ld r e n  to  become m i n i s t e r s  or marry w i th in  
th e  m i n i s t r y  might be i n v e s t ig a t . e d . I t  would a l s o  be 
i n t e r e s t i n g  to  de te rm ine  i f  the  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  
c h i l d r e n  go through  a s ta g e  of  r e b e l l i o n  in  young a d u l t ­
hood can be s u b s t a n t i a t e d .
F i n a l l y ,  m i n i s t e r s '  wives express  a need fo r
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p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  t h e i r  r o l e .  The k inds  of 
in a d eq u ac ie s  th e y  r e p o r t  in  meeting th e  demands of church 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  might be surveyed to  sugges t  a s p e c i f i c  
cu r r icu lu m  fo r  ministers® -wives in  sem in a r ie s  and B ib le  
s c h o o ls .  Perhaps such a program would p rov ide  th e  educa­
t i o n a l  background and i n s e r v i e e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  would he lp  
f u l f i l l  the  m i n i s t e r ’ s w i f e ’ s wish to  a d j u s t  to  a r o l e  
she now su rv iv e s  th rough  sheer  per sev e ran ce .
APPENDIX
APPENDIX
The m i n i s t e r s '  wives in  t h i s  s tudy  were a f f i l i ­
a ted  w i th  f i f t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o u s  d en o m in a t io n s„
Twelve were members of  fundamental churches such as 
Assembly of  God and United P en tecos ta l , ,  E igh t  belonged 
t o  l i b e r a l  churches such as E p iscopa l  and C o n g re g a t io n a l„ 
Eleven of  th e  re sponden ts  were a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  l e s s  e a s i l y  
c l a s s i f i e d  churches such as L u theran  and M e th o d is t ,
The age d i s t r i b u t i o n . of th e  r e sp o n d en ts  was as
fo l low s
Age Number of Respondents
25-30 8
3 1 -3 5  8
36-lfO k
b l - h 5  3
i+6-50 2
5 1 -5 5  ^
5.6 and over 2
The fo l lo w in g  i s  a sample o f  th e  k inds  of  ques­
t i o n s  used in  th e  i n t e rv i e w s :
How does being a m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  f i t  in  w i th  
your a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  y o u r s e l f  as you were 
growing up?
Do you f e e l  your h u sb a n d 's  p a s t o r a l  income i s  
adequate  f o r  th e  type  of l i f e  you f e e l  you 
should  l i v e  i n  a town of  t h i s  s ize?
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What do you do in  terms of p a s t o r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ?
Do you ta k e  a l e a d in g  r o l e  in  church a c t i v i t i e s ?
What involvement .do you have in  community a c t i v i ­
t i e s ?  Do you belong to  any c lubs  or a s s o c i a t i o n s  
o u t s id e  th e  church?
Do people  come to  you f o r  co u n se l in g  when they  
have problems of  some kind? What k ind  of prob­
lems?
Do you th in k  t h a t  th e r e  should be s p e c i a l  s c h o o ls ,  
i n s t i t u t e s ,  or even sem inar ie s  f o r  p a s t o r s ’ wives 
t o  p rep a re  them or a s s i s t  them in  t h e i r  r o l e  as 
p a s t o r ’ s wife? What k inds  of  t r a i n i n g  would be 
h e lp fu l?
Looking back on y o u r • expe r ience  as a m i n i s t e r ' s  
w i f e ,  what m is takes  d id  you make as you went 
along? How could they  have been avoided?
Who a r e  your c lo s e  f r i e n d s ?  What k inds  of 
people  do you a s s o c i a t e  with  in fo rm a l ly ?
What i s  the  g r e a t e s t  advantage, of being  a m in is ­
t e r ’ s wife? What a re  th e  d isad v an tag es?
I f  your daughter  were to  marry a m i n i s t e r ,  how 
would you ad v ise  her?
Two in te rv ie w  t e x t s  a re  in c lu d ed  i n  t h i s  AppendiXo
I n . t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w ,  conducted by 'Mr. Benjamin Wright ,
th e  responden t  (No. 11) i s  in  her l a t e  t h i r t i e s ,  the  mother
of  two c h i l d r e n ,  and l i v e s  in  a small Northweste rn  Montana
community where her  husband i s  th e  p a s to r  of a fundamental
churcho
The responden t  i n  th e  second in te rv i e w  (No. 6 ) ,  
conducted by the  a u th o r ,  i s  i n  her e a r l y  f o r t i e s ,  the 
. mother of  th r e e  c h i l d r e n .  Her husband i s  th e  p a s to r  of
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a l i b e r a l  church in  an urban a re a  o f  E a s te rn  Montana-
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In te rv iew  w ith  M i n i s t e r ’ s Wife Hoe 11 
i n t e r v i e w e r : Are you employed'now? (No.) Have you been
employed a t  any time d u r ing  your h usband 's  m in i s t r y ?  (No.) 
He had been p a s to r i n g  had he f o r  a p e r io d  of  t ime be fo re  
you were m arr ied  or . . . ( E v a n g e l i s t i c  work.)  In  Evan­
g e l i s t i c  work. Do you t h in k  of  having your own p a r t i c u l a r  
c a re e r  l i n e  f o r  y o u r s e l f ?
Responden t: No, I f e e l  t h a t  I  have my hands f u l l  as a
p a s t o r ' s  w ife  and he lp in g  him w i th  the  work and r a i s i n g  my 
two boys.
I n t e r v i e w e r : How does t h i s  f i t  i n  w i th  th e  a s p i r a t i o n s
you had f o r  y o u r s e l f  as you were growing up?
R esponden t : Well,  I 'm  happy. I 'm  very  s a t i s f i e d  and very
happy.
I n t e r v i e w e r ; What a s p i r a t i o n s  do you have f o r  your h us ­
band?
R esponden t ; Well ,  any th ing  t h a t  he wants i s  a l l  r i g h t  w i th  
me.. T h a t ' s  the  way I ' v e  f e l t .  I  d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I need 
to  push him or an y th in g .  (No, but d o n ' t  you 'have  an id e a l?  
Sometimes d o n ' t  you t h in k  i f  he was j u s t  i n  such and such 
a s i t u a t i o n  w o u ld n ' t  t h a t  be i d e a l  fo r  us? )  I  d o n ' t  know,
I  guess I ' v e  never too  much thought about i t .  I ' v e  never 
had a d e s i r e  as f a r  as w ea l th  i s  concerned .  I ' v e  never had 
a d e s i r e  even when I was a c h i l d ,  I  d o n ' t  know why, but I 
j u s t  a lw a y s - - !  remember I used to  make remarks t h a t  I  wished
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I  would never be w eal thy  and why I  sa id  t h a t  I don’ t  know, 
but t h a t  was the  d e s i r e '  of  my h e a r t  to  never be wealthy,.
Of co u rse ,  I see  advantages  now, w i th  a l i t t l e  more f i ­
nances but i t  has never been uppermost i n  my mind a t  any 
t im es  o
I n t e r v i e w e r : Do you f e e l  t h a t  your husband’ s p a s t o r a l  i n ­
come h e r e ,  now I 'm  speaking of  h i s  p a s t o r a l  income on ly ,  
not  h i s  income from o u t s id e  sources,,  Do you f e e l  t h a t  
t h a t  i s  adequate  fo r  th e  type  of  l i f e  t h a t  you f e e l  you 
should l i v e  in  a town of t h i s  s ize?
R esponden t : No, I  d o n ' t  f e e l  i t  i s ,  (There i s  s t i l l  some­
th in g  to  be d e s i r e d  i n s o f a r  as making the  s a l a r y  adequate?)  
Well the  demands, s o c i a l  demands fo r  d r e s s  and e v e ry th in g ,  
i t  w ou ldn ' t  be enough j u s t  i n  p a s to r i n g  what we get® 
I n t e r v i e w e r ; I  wonder i f  you 'd  d e s c r ib e  fo r  me what you 
do in  terms o f  p a s t o r a l  a c t i v i t i e s 0
R esponden t : Well more or l e s s  we do th in g s  t o g e t h e r ,  ex­
c e p t ,  of co u rse ,  h i s  p reac h in g .  T h a t ' s  on h i s  own, I  mean, 
but v i s i t a t i o n  we almost e n t i r e l y  do i t  t o g e th e r  and we 
p lan  th in g s  to g e th e r  and j u s t  about every  phase of the  work
we do to g e th e r  and so i n  th e  meetings and a l l .  I a t t e n d
a l l  of  the  m ee t ings ,  a lways, I  f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  my,respon­
s i b i l i t y  and a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t ime I 'm  th e  youth l e a d e r  here  
i n  our church and I  p lay  an a c t i v e  p a r t  in  the  women's
I l l
group t h a t  we have,  we c a l l  i t  the  Women's H is s io n a ry  
C ounc i l ,  and M i s s i o n e t t e s . A l l  of the  branches of  the  
church I  am connected w i th  and am a c t i v e  i n .  I  te ach  
Sunday School c l a s s „
I n t e r v i e w e r : I s  your r o l e  q u i t e  o f te n  a l e a d in g  r o l e  in
th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and not t h e  d i r e c t l y  p a s t o r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ?  
Respondent s What do you mean a l e a d in g  ro le ?  (Are you 
o f te n  an o f f i c e r  or p r e t t y  much, sometimes you have to  
j u s t  move i n  and s o r t  of run  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n ? )  W ell ,  I 
do. I have re fu s e d  to  be an o f f i c e r  except in  the  youth 
group now, but I am an ad v iso r  in  a l l  o f  our meetings and 
u s u a l l y  they  do not go ahead w i th 'a n y th in g  u n le s s  they  
check w ith  me f i r s t .  I f  fo r  some reaso n  someone r e s i g n s  
t h e i r  o f f i c e  i t ' s  u s u a l l y  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  tak e  over 
and see t h a t  i t ' s  c a r r i e d  on.
I n t e r v i e w e r : What involvement do you have in  terms of  your
h u sb a n d 's  n o n - p a s to r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  you might say h i s  com­
munity a c t i v i t i e s  as such?
R esponden t ; Well ,  I 'm  not too  much as f a r  as the  community 
i s  concerned because I  f e e l  t h a t  most of  my time i s  taken  
up w ith  our church work and th e  time I can spare  I l i k e  to  
have w i th  our boys and to  be home when they  come home from 
school and so f o r t h  to  be t h e r e .
I n t e r v i e w e r ; Do you y o u r s e l f  belong to  any a s s o c i a t i o n s ,
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c lubs  or any th ing  e l s e  o u t s id e  of  the  church?
Respondent t No, I  r e a l l y  don’ t .
I n t e r v i e w e r ;.  Do you have any p a r t  in  community a f f a i r s
g e n e ra l ly ?
R esponden t ; Well I t  "would be a small  p a r t .  I f  I 'm  asked
to  do any th ing  I  would be w i l l i n g  to  do i t ,  but any th ing
t h a t  in v o lv e s  a l o t  of  t ime I j u s t  d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I  have 
t h a t  much t im e.  We go t o  the  d i f f e r e n t  community f u n c t io n s  
in  the  town and a l l ,  but  I have no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  i t . 
I n t e r v i e w e r t Do people  o c c a s i o n a l ly  come to  you fo r  
co u n se l in g  when they  have a problem of  some kind? Now t h i s  
probably  would r e f e r  more t o  a d u l t ,  female members of the  
cong rega t ion  than  anybody e l s e .
Responden t : Well ,  they  do. We hav e n ’ t  had as much of i t
he re  in  t h i s  church  as we have a t  o th e r  t im e s ,  but I  have
had in  our p a s t o r a l  work d i f f e r e n t  ones come to  me and I 
have had to  work w ith  them.
I n t e r v i e w e r ; At t imes when people  come t o  you i s  i t  a
s o r t  of i n t e rm e d ia t e  s t e p  in  going to  your husband. They 
t e l l  you something hoping t h a t  y o u ' l l  pass  i t  on to  your 
husband, or a re  they  a f r a i d  to  approach him w ith  a c e r t a i n  
problem and th ey  need a l i t t l e  encouragement, to  go ahead 
and. t a l k  to  him?
R esponden t : W ell ,  I  t h in k  t h a t  sometimes th ey  t r u s t  t h a t
we w i l l  d i s c u s s  i t  and .be  of  h e lp  t o  them t o g e t h e r .  Many
113
t imes e s p e c i a l l y ,  I  had an ex p e r ien ce  i n  our l a s t  p a s t o r ­
a t e  -where t h i s  woman d e f i n i t e l y  was on the  verge of a ' n e r ­
vous breakdown and she d e s i r e d  my h e lp  e n t i r e l y  and I 
prayed w ith  her and I gave her s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  and 
worked w ith  her  every day and f o r  a good sha re  of the  day 
u n t i l  she seemingly got over t h i s  time t h a t  she had in  her  
l i f e .
I n t e r v i e w e r : Do you t h in k  t h a t  t h e r e  should be s p e c i a l
s c h o o ls ,  i n s t i t u t e s  or even sem in a r ie s  f o r  p a s t o r s '  w ives ,  
t o  p repare  them or to  a s s i s t  them i n  t h e i r  r o l e  as p a s t o r ' s  
wife?
R esponden t: Very d e f i n i t e l y *  I t  would he lp  us an awful
l o t .  (Having had the  a d d i t i o n a l  sch o o l in g  y o u r s e l f ,  I  mean, 
y o u ' r e  in  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to  s e e . )  Yes, but we a r e n ' t ,  
we s t i l l  a re  not p repared  fo r  the  th in g s  t h a t  a p a s t o r ' s  
w ife  pu ts  up w i th ,  i f  s h e ’ s a c t i v e  a t  a l l  w i th  her husband. 
I n t e r v i e w e r : Do you t h in k  i t  would be d e s i r a b l e  to  have
a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t e s '  t h a t  p a s t o r s '  wives could  a t t e n d ,  
oh, a t  some conven ien t  p la ce  fo r  a few weeks or something 
l i k e  th a t ?
Responden t ; I t h in k  i t  would be very  h e l p f u l  m yse lf .  
I n t e r v i e w e r ; Somehow or o the r  u n le s s  you’ve been r a i s e d  
com plete ly  in  a p a s t o r ’ s fam ily  you d o n ' t  know q u i t e  what 
you’r e  going to  . . .
l l l f
Responden t: No, t h a t ' s  t rue*  There a re  many th in g s  t h a t
you a re  not  p repared  f o r  and e s p e c i a l l y  when you s t a r t  in  
your p a s t o r a l  work. I t ' s  a l l  very  new to  you and you make 
so many m is tak es  t h a t  p o s s i b ly  could be avoided,,
I n t e r v i e w e r : On t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  I 'm  very  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h a t
p a r t i c u l a r  subject , ,  Looking back on i t  now in  terms of  the  
ex p e r ien ce  t h a t  you have,  what m is takes  did  you make as 
you went a long t h a t  could  have been avoided?
Responden t: Well , sometimes you d o n ' t  t h in k  a problem
through  or what someone has t o l d  you, and, of  co u rse ,  I 'm  
of  t h a t  n a tu re  anyhow to. speak sometimes w ithou t  th in k in g  
th in g s  th rough .  T h a t ' s  a f a u l t  t h a t  I endeavor to  correc t - .  
( A r e n ' t  we a l l . )  Well ,  my husband i s n ' t  l i k e  t h a t .  He 
d o e s n ' t  speak b e fo re  he t h i n k s .  He u s u a l l y  th in k s  f i r s t  and 
so t h a t  i s  something t h a t  one could be a l i t t l e  more p r e ­
pared f o r .  I  c a n ' t  t h in k  j u s t  o f fhand ,  but I ' v e  always 
endeavored to  keep co n f id en ce .  T h a t ' s  one t h in g  we have 
been very  c a r e f u l ,  but many t im es th a t  i s  something t h a t  
i s  not guarded l i k e  i t  should be and i t  causes  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  
unhappiness  and t r o u b le  j u s t  in  p l a i n  words.
I n t e r v i e w e r : Do you ever f e e l  t h a t  y o u ' r e  being used as a
sounding board by p a r i s h i o n e r s  who want to  get  a r e a c t i o n  
sometimes, o f f i c i a l  r e a c t io n ?
Responden t: Oh d e f i n i t e l y  so ,  but you l e a r n  through  yea rs
of  ex pe r ience  and, of c o u rse ,  you d o n ' t  a lways,  some people
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a re  q u i t e  smooth i n  t h e i r  ways and you don ’t  r e a l i z e  i t  
u n t i l  i t ’ s too l a t e ,  hut g e n e ra l ly  a f t e r  a few y e a r s '  ex­
p e r ie n ce  you l e a r n  to  be on your guard.
I n t e r v i e w e r : A minute ago when we were t a l k i n g  about your
r o l e  i n  th e  v a r io u s  a c t i v i t i e s  in  the  church--How can you 
avoid having to  tak e  th e  l i m e l i g h t  i n  th e  a c t i v i t i e s ?  How 
do you avoid  having to  .play a l e a d in g  r o l e  i n  some of them? 
R esponden t: Well I merely have t o ld  them he re  t h a t  t h e r e
were people  capab le  of doing the  job and so I was w i l l i n g  
t o  he lp  them in  any way and I  he lp  i n  t h e i r  p lann ing  and 
any th ing  e l s e  and in  the  work t h a t  t h e r e  i s  to  be done, 
but as f a r  as th e  o f f i c e  i t s e l f  i s  concerned I r e f u s e  to  
ta k e  i t  u n l e s s ,  as in  our youth group now, because we have 
th e  younger s e t ,  I  was asked to  be the  youth  l e a d e r .  I 
took i t  because t h e r e  was a need,  t h e r e  was no one to  f i l l  
i t .  Otherwise i f  t h e r e  a re  capab le  men and women to  f i l l  
the  job I  r e f u s e  to  ta k e  i t .
I n t e r v i e w e r : And w ith  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  goes the  p o s s i b i l i t y
t h a t  i f  something goes wrong y o u ' r e  going t o  be the  scape­
g o a t .  How can you avoid th a t?
R esponden t: Well you j u s t  l e a r n  to  g r in  and bea r  i t  so to
speak.  G ene ra l ly  speaking  the  people  a re  q u i t e  c o n s id e r a t e  
and i t ' s  u s u a l l y  some of us working to g e th e r  and i t  i s n ' t  
e n t i r e l y  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  or my d e c i s i o n .  I t ' s  th e  work of  
s e v e r a l  of us to g e th e r  so we endeavor to  x^ork i t  out t o  th e
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b es t  of  everyone.,
I n t e r v i e w e r : How did your fam ily  f e e l  i n  terms of your 
marrying a m in i s t e r ?
R esponden t: Well my b ro th e r  r e a l l y  was the  only  one th a t
w a s n ' t  too  f a v o r a b le ,  my o ld e s t  b r o t h e r ,  but t h a t  was be- 
cause he has never been converted,, Out East  they  d o n ' t  
r e a l i z e  the  kind of  l i f e  t h a t  you l i v e  here,, They have an 
e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  id e a  o f ,  North Dakota i s  where we f i r s t  
went.  They thought i t  was u n c i v i l i z e d  you know, t h a t  you 
have In d ia n s  runn ing  around and so f o r t h  and so they  
thought t h a t  I  was going to  such an u n c i v i l i z e d  country.,
As f a r  as my marrying a m in i s t e r  they  d i d n ' t  o b je c t  to  th a t
a t  a l l ,  the  r e s t  of  them. In  f a c t  my mother and dad were
happyo
I n t e r v i e w e r : I f  you had a daughter  would you want her  to
be a m i n i s t e r ’ s wife in  terms of  . . „
R esponden t ; Well., i f  she were h ap p i ly  m arr ied  I 'm  su re  t h a t  
she w ou ldn ' t  mind being a m i n i s t e r ’ s w i fe .  There a r e  sac ­
r i f i c e s  t o  make, a l though  I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t ,  I  mean I j u s t  
ta k e  them as th e y  come and I f e e l  I have a happy home and 
I ’m in  th e  c e n te r  of  God’ s w i l l  and so I  j u s t  am happy,- 
t h a t ' s  a l l .  I  would never d isc o u ra g e  my daughter  i f  I  had
one in  any way along t h a t  l i n e .
I n t e r v i e w e r : Are th e r e  what you f e e l  a re  p o s s ib ly  s p e c i a l
compensations i n  terms of being a p a s t o r ’ s wife?
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R espondent: Well ,  t h e r e  a r e .  Many t imes you have the  s a t i s
f a c t i o n  o f  be ing  a he lp  and of use  t o  d i f f e r e n t  ones in  
t h e i r  hour of need. We ge t  c a l l e d  out day or n igh t  and 
th e r e  a re  many times people  t h a t  a re  i n  r e a l  anguish  and 
u p se t  and th ey  need he lp  d e s p e r a t e l y  and i f  you’r e  ab le  to  
he lp  them w ith  th e  h e lp  of  God t h e r e  i s  a s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h e r e  
t h a t  no th ing  e l s e  w i l l  r e p l a c e .
I n t e r v i e w e r ; I unders tand  th a t  when th e  need i s  t h e r e  you 
may even go c a l l i n g  y o u r s e l f  i f  your husband i s n ’t  a v a i l ­
ab le  and so f o r th ?
R esponden t : Oh, y es ,  I  have and e s p e c i a l l y  i f  i t ' s  women,.
why many t imes he d o e s n ’ t  go a t  a l l .  He j u s t  has me-do 
the  v i s i t i n g  a lone  and i t  depends upon th e  c i rcum stances  
of co u rse .  But I enjoy people  and I  enjoy xjorking with  
people so t h a t  may be a r e a so n  fo r  i t ,  I  don’ t  know.
(There a re  some d is a d v an ta g e s  t h a t  go a long w ith  t h a t  t o o . )  
Oh, t h e r e  would be.  Yes, t h e r e  a r e .  (S a la ry  fo r  one 
t h i n g .)
I n t e r v i e w e r : How about i f  one of  your boys dec ided  to  go
i n t o  th e  m in i s t r y ?  How do you f e e l  about t h a t ?
R esponden t; I  would encourage him i f  he r e a l l y  f e l t ,  but 
I would want him to  be sure  he had a c a l l .  (He’d have to  
f e e l  a c a l l . )  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  th e  way we unders tand  i t  and, 
in  f a c t ,  I have endeavored to  p rep a re  my boys i n  d i f f e r e n t  
t h i n g s ,  i n  our co n v e rs a t io n  and our everyday l i v i n g ,  I  have
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endeavored to  p rep a re  them t h a t  I f  the Lord would ever 
•want them in  the  m i n i s t r y  and c a l l  them, t h a t  they  would 
have background and knowledge o f  the  B ib le ,  t o g e th e r  w i th  
my husband we have tau g h t  them to  l e a r n  the  s c r i p t u r e s  and 
a l l  to  h e lp  them in  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  walk.
I n t e r v i e w e r : How about th e  r o l e  of C a e s a r ' s  wife? How
does th a t  apply  to  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i fe ,  She must be above 
f a u l t . ,  above any m or ta l  t a i n t  and t h a t  s o r t  o f . t h i n g s  I s  
t h a t  p r e t t y  t r u e ?
R esponden t : Well ,  people  many t im es  expect t h a t  you be
w i th o u t  f a u l t ,  but I 'm  a f r a i d  I 'm  not one of  th o s e ,  I 
have many f a u l t s  and I  f in d  t h a t  people  more or l e s s  take  
you as y o u r s e l f ,  i f  y o u ' r e  s in c e r e  and people can sense  
t r u e  s i n c e r i t y  and th e  m is takes  you make, they  over look  
them many times i f  you do your b e s t ,  fo r  the  most p a r t s  
( I  was j u s t  wondering how t h i s  r o l e  of C a e s a r ' s  w ife  ex- 
i s t s  today ,  or whether--maybe i t  d o e s n ' t .  Maybe t h i s  con­
cept  i s  gone,)  W ell ,  in  your community, i t  depends upon 
your community many t im es  and sometimes w i th  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
but  as a group I  d o n ' t  f e e l ,  a t  l e a s t  not h e r e ,  t h a t  they  
f e e l  t h a t  way, (How about th e  boys? Do they  have a r o l e  
as C a e s a r ' s  c h i ld r e n ? )  Yes, more so .  They have to  be ex­
amples and much more i s  expected  of them. Whether people 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  they  expect more of  them or not  I d o n ' t  know,
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but th e r e  i s  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  expected of  them and they  d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  l i v e  a normal l i f e  as much as c h i l d r e n  do in  many 
r e s p e c t s  because o f  th e  m i n i s t r y .  We t r y  to  make i t  as nor 
mal1 as p o s s i b l e  fo r  them, but th ey ,  our c h i l d r e n  a r e n ' t  
p e r f e c t .  T h ey ' r e  j u s t  normal boys.  We endeavor to  have 
them be f r i e n d l y  -with a l l  the  boys and g i r l s  i n  th e  church 
and in  the  community and so f o r t h  and be good examples i n  
every way.
I n t e r v i e w e r : Are t h e r e  th in g s  t h a t  th e  o the r  c h i l d r e n  can
do t h a t  they  c a n ' t  do t h a t  they  f e e l  p r e t t y  s t r o n g ly  about? 
Responden t : W ell ,  t h e r e  a re  a t  t im es ,  but the  boys,  them­
s e l v e s ,  do not f e e l  t h a t  they  have had to  s a c r i f i c e  too  
much along t h i s  l i n e .  We l e t  them p lay  in  s p o r t s  and d i f ­
f e r e n t  t h in g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  I suppose t h e r e  w i l l  be th in g s  
t h a t  a r i s e  as they  grow o lde r  t h a t  w i l l  be a l i t t l e  more 
d i f f i c u l t  p o s s i b l y ,  ( S o c i a l i z a t i o n  p ro cess  becomes more--)  
Yes, but as ye t  i t  i s n ' t ,  they  d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  they  have 
t o  g ive up an y th in g ,  (So i t ' s  been more a f e e l i n g  of  yours  
and your hu sb a n d 's  than  i t  has been t h e i r s  so f a r , )  I 
t h in k  so .  We n o t i c e  i t  more than  they  do. There i s  one 
th in g  though t h a t  I 'm  su re  t h a t  we w i l l  have to  put up 
w i th  i n  a g r e a t e r  measure w ith  our c h i ld r e n  as they  grow 
up .and t h a t  i s ,  they  l i k e  to  c u l t i v a t e  t h e i r  own f r i e n d ­
sh ip s  and sometimes t h a t  can c r e a t e  j e a lo u s y  because the
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p a re n t s  f e e l  t h a t  th ey  favor  th e  c h i ld r e n  of  one fam ily  
more than  ano ther  and t h a t  i s  something t h a t  you have to  
be very  c a r e f u l  of when you p a s t o r .
I n t e r v i e w e r : T h a t ’ s a very  r e a l  problem and t h a t ’ s some­
th in g  t h a t  h a s n ' t  come up b e fo re  in  th e s e  i n t e r v i e w s .  
R esponden t : Well we d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  i t  when th e  c h i ld r e n
were s m a l l e r ,  but we a re  beginning  now to  n o t i c e . i t  and i t  
i s  a problem t h a t  i s  q u i t e  touchy to  hand le  I t h in k .  (Yes, 
I  imagine i t  would b e . )  I  l i k e  to  have the  c h i ld r e n  have 
t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l i t y  and t h e i r  own l i k e s  and d i s l i k e s  even 
among other, peop le ,  o the r  boys and g i r l s  and so I  want 
them to  be f r i e n d l y  w i th  a l l ,  but I  t h in k  t h a t  i f  they  
want t o  have a s p e c i a l  f r i e n d  t h a t  they  should have a 
s p e c i a l  f r i e n d ,  bu t  I  t h in k  th a t  i t ' s  a problem t h a t  i s  
working out f i n e  here  now. There was a l i t t l e  f e e l i n g  
th e r e  fo r  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  but i t  was exp la ined  as we t a lk e d  
w i th  the  p a r e n t s  and i t ' s  worked o u t .
I n t e r v i e w e r : What would you g e n e r a l ly  say a re  your r e l a ­
t i o n s h ip s  w i th  th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s ?  Are you one of them, or 
a re  you d e f i n i t e l y  the  p a s t o r ' s  w ife  or a re  you somehwere 
inbetween?
Responden t: Well ,  we t r y  to  be f r i e n d l y  w ith  them a l l
p r e t t y  much the  same and t h e i r  c a re s  and t h e i r  problems 
become ours and when they  p re s e n t  them to  us we t r y  to
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f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  our problem and we -want to  tak e  i t  upon 
o u rse lv e s  i n  any way t h a t  we can be of  he lp  j u s t  as i f  i t  
were our own ca re  and problem, burden,  a n d .I  th in k  the  
people  sense  t h a t  when we do, whether you do or n o t .  We 
t r y  to  v i s i t  them r e g u l a r l y  and we keep a r e c o rd  of  th e s e  
th in g s  because i t ' s  easy to  v i s i t  one fam ily  more than  
the  o the r  and t h a t  could cause  j e a lo u s y  so we endeavor to  
be a par.t of them and ye t  we t r y  not to  show p a r t i a l i t y .  
I n t e r v i e w e r : I s  t h e r e  any change in  the  type  of  r e l a t i o n -
sh ip  t h a t  you m a in ta in  towards your p a r i s h i o n e r s  now than 
when you were f i r s t  m a r r ie d ,  in  your husband 's  f i r s t  
p a s t o r a t  e?
Responden t: No, I  t h in k  we have always t r i e d  t o  keep t h i s
same f e e l i n g  in  our ,  i n  every church t h a t  we’ ve been i n  
and working w ith  the  people we have t r i e d  to  m a in ta in  t h i s  
a t  a l l  t im es .
I n t e r v i e w e r ; One m in i s t e r  t h a t  I t a lk e d  to  used h i s  con­
cept of h i s  r o l e  as a l l  t h in g s  to  a l l  men. To what e x ten t  
i s  t h i s  t r u e  of th e  m i n i s t e r ’ s wife?
Responden t; W ell ,  i f  you ’r e  not c a r e f u l ,  people  w i l l  take  
advantage o f  you i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  and t h e y ' l l  be c a l l i n g  
you up fo r  ev e ry th in g  and t h e y ’ l l  t e l l  you what you should 
do w ithou t  meaning t o .  They don’ t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y ’r e  
t a k in g  a l l  of your t im e .  They many t im es f o rg e t  t h a t  a 
p a s t o r ’ s w ife  has a fam ily  and a husband and a home to  take
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c a re  of  and t h a t  i s  why I  do not take  too  much p a r t  i n  th e  
community a f f a i r s ,  because I  f e e l  as a c t i v e  as I am in  the  
church work I  do not have t h a t  much t ime,,  as much as I 
would l i k e  to  and so when the  people w i l l  c a l l  and ask me 
to  do th e se  th in g s  I weigh i t  c a r e f u l l y  b e fo re  I  a c c e p t ,  
because I  f e e l  i f  I accep t  then  I  must devote  a good share  
o f  my t ime to  t h a t  t h i n g „
I n t e r v i e w e r ; Does i t  c r e a t e  a d e f i n i t e  problem i f  you ’r e  
t o o 'n e a r  to  the  p a r i s h i o n e r s ?
R esponden t : Well ,  i t  can i f  you show p a r t i a l i t y ,  but o t h e r ­
wise we have always more or l e s s  been c lo s e  to  our peop le ,  
our r e g u la r  peop le .  (Heard i t  phrased  once as being 
f r i e n d l y  but not in t im a te * )  W ell ,  t h a t ’ s i t ,  you have to 
and h e r e ,  i n  some of our ch u rch es ,  they  have c a l l e d  us by 
our f i r s t  names, but they  do not h e re  and th e re  i s  a danger 
when they  c a l l  you by your f i r s t  name fo r  c h i l d r e n  to  be­
come d i s r e s p e c t f u l  and i t  i s  a l s o  a danger of them f o r g e t ­
t i n g  t h a t  you a re  th e  p a s to r  and w ife ,  bu t  i t  depends upon 
th e  p a s to r  and h i s  w ife  j u s t  how t h i s  i s  done and i t  de­
pends upon the  community and the  church* (That would vary®) 
From church to  church and I th in k  in  a sm al le r  church many 
times you can. Like our former church ,  we worked w ith  the  
younger c h i ld r e n  so very  much and so we kept t h e i r  r e s p e c t  
and ye t  they  d id  c a l l  us by our f i r s t  names, but i t ’ s h a rd ,  
th e  l a r g e r  th e  group i t  would be hard* (A c tu a l ly  a symbol
123
in  a way, In  some cases  i t ' s  a symbol of s t a t u s  and in  
o the r  cases  a symbol of  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e s .  There might be 
a l i t t l e  of b o th , )  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .
I n t e r v i e w e r : Have you found here  or i n  p rev ious  p a s t o r -
a t e s  t h a t  you’ve had t h a t  t h e r e  i s  p o s s i b ly  some tendency 
toward a r a t h e r  in v id io u s  comparison o f  you w ith  the  w ife  
of the  l a s t  p a s to r  or t h e  wives of  o the r  clergymen in  town 
and t h a t  s o r t  of  th in g ?
Respondent; Well ,  t h e r e  i s  a t  t imes by c e r t a i n  ones.  
They’l l  compare you w i th  more, w i th  th e  former p a s t o r ’ s 
w i f e ,  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  th e  one t h a t  has j u s t  been ahead of 
you, but ones in  th e  pas t  r e g a r d l e s s  of  who they  were.
They w i l l  a t  t im es .
I n t e r v i e w e r : People as you ’ve a l re a d y  i n d i c a t e d  r a t h e r
expect you t o  be ab le  to  h e lp  them in  almost any th ing  and 
you’r e  expected to  be s o r t  of a neighbor to  a l l  your 
p a r i s h i o n e r s  to o .  I f  t h e y ’r e  in  t r o u b l e  you ’r e  expected 
to  show up somewhere along the  l i n e  and he lp  out a l i t t l e  
b i t  and so f o r t h .  I t  terms of t h a t  how much he lp  i s  a v a i l ­
ab le  t o  you when you need h e lp ,  from most i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
from the  p a r i s h i o n e r s ?
Responden t: I t  depends,  I t h i n k ,  upon th e  p a s t o r ’ s w i fe .
Now a re  you speaking  of i n  terms of  coming in  and doing my 
work i f  I was . . . (Well ,  i f  you were s i c k  would someone
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come in  and he lp  you, would someone b r ing  in  food, would 
your ' p a r i s h i o n e r s  drop back i n t o  th e  o ld - f a s h io n e d  p a t ­
t e r n  of ne ighbor ing? )  Well ,  I  t h in k  so ,  I am th e  type  
of  pe rson ,  though, th a t  i f  I  can a t  a l l  manage to  have my 
own work done, I  do i t  and I  t h in k  i t ' s  a f a u l t  of  mine in  
a way, because people  can sense  t h a t » But they  a r e ,  they  
have always o f f e re d  to  he lp  and i f  I ' v e  been in  a p lace  
where I  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  do i t  or my husband why they  have 
come in  and he lped  and th ey  do b r in g  in  food and have been 
q u i t e  c o n s i d e r a t e ,  I  would say .  (So n e ighbor ing  i s n ’ t  a 
com ple te ly  l o s t  a r t ? )  No, i t  i sn ' t* ,  ( I 'm  glad to  hea r  
t h a t  because t h a t ' s  one of the  t h in g s  t h a t  means most t o  
me i s  i n  th e  contemporary scene t h a t  I thought we were 
l o s i n g o )
I n t e r v i e w e r : To what e x te n t  does th e  system of  g r a t u i t i e s
s t i l l  e x i s t ?
Respondent; That depends upon your community, I t h i n k .
Now in  our former church  we were very  w e l l  remembered on 
our b i r t h d a y s ,  Chris tmas and th roughout  the  year  in  t h a t  
respect*, More so than  we a re  here*, Our people  a re  good 
to  u s ,  I  d o n ' t  mean t h a t ,  but I  t h in k  i t  depends upon 
your community. (Again I  was wondering i f  t h a t ' s  a system 
t h a t  i s  p a s s in g  out or . .■») No, now I  d o n ' t  t h in k  so 
e n t i r e l y .  As I  s a id  I  t h in k  i t  depends on your community 
t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t .  I  know the  community where we were
1 2 5
fo rm e r ly ,  I 'm  su re  they  a re  c o n s id e r a t e  i n  t h a t  manner of  
each p a s to r  and h i s  -wife. I n - f a c t  i t  took in  th e  whole 
town. On my b i r t h d a y ,  why the  neighbor  l a d i e s  would a l l  
come i n ,  t h e y 'd  b r in g  in  a b ig  lu n ch .  You'd have two or 
th r e e  b i r th d a y  cakes and they  would b r in g  g i f t s  and a l l  
and you would j u s t  have one b ig  time t o g e t h e r .  Now t h i s  
community they  d o n ' t  do t h a t ,  but i t ' s  j u s t  what th e  com­
munity i s  accustomed to  doing t h a t  way.
I n t e r v i e w e r : What th in g s  do you have or f e e l  i n  common
w ith  o th e r  m i n i s t e r s '  wives which may not be shared w i th  
members of  the  a d u l t ,  female congrega t ion?
R esponden t; Well y o u ' r e  more f r e e  i n  your c o n v e r s a t io n .
I  mean as o th e r s  would be among them se lves ,  you t a l k  about 
th in g s  t h a t ,  now to  p in p o in t  i t ,  I  c a n ' t  o f fhand ,  but  I  
know you do t a l k  about th in g s  a l i t t l e  more f r e e r  when 
y o u ' r e  w i th  ano ther  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  because you f e e l  t h a t  
you can do t h a t .  I t ' s  something th a t  you cannot express  
your f e e l i n g s  f r e e l y  i n  f r o n t  of  your own people and you 
can do i t  w i th  an o th e r  m i n i s t e r ' s  w ife  and i f  you have a 
problem you may f e e l  more f r e e  t o  d i s c u s s  i t  w i th  her 
where you do not  want to  burden your own people  w i th  you r  
c a re s  and problems. Even sometimes t h e y ' r e  l i t t l e  th in g s  
but  i t  h e lp s  t o  d i s c u s s  them w ith  someone e l s e .  As f a r  as 
I 'm  concerned t h a t ' s  one th in g  th a t  I miss about th e  m i n i s t r y .
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You cannot r e a l l y  have anyone th a t  i s  a t r u e  f r i e n d  so to  
speak w i th in  your group of  peop le .  At l e a s t  you s h o u l d n ' t .  
I n t e r v i e w e r : How ahout your own mental h e a l t h .  You j u s t
brought t h i s  up.  I t ' s  one of  my q u e s t io n s .  In terms of. 
r e c r e a t i o n ,  days o f f ,  having a c o n f id a n t  of some kind t h a t  
you can go to  when you have problems. . What measures do you 
have to  p r o t e c t  your own mental h e a l th ?
Responden t: Well the  m in i s t r y  i s  very hard  on you in  t h a t
r e s p e c t  many t im es and you do get  to  the  p la c e  many t imes 
where you f e e l  y o u ' r e  going to  break  under the  load  and the  
c a re s  and sometimes the  schedule  becomes very  heavy and a l l ,  
but I f  a person would, I know we h a v e n ' t .  We've t a lk e d  
about i t .  I f  you would tak e  a t  l e a s t  one day a week and 
j u s t  com plete ly  r e l a x ,  do something e n t i r e ly ,  d i f f e r e n t  i t  
would h e lp  a g re a t  d e a l .  We d o n ' t  do i t  l i k e  we should and 
I  know j u s t  a l i t t l e  v a c a t i o n  or any th ing  i s  a g r e a t  he lp  
and t h a t  i s  something, I t h in k ,  t h a t  i s  n e g le c te d  among the  
p a s to r s  and t h e i r  wives to  a g r e a t  e x t e n t .  (Have you been 
a b le  to  ta k e  r e g u l a r  v a c a t io n s  s in ce  you 've  been in  your 
p a s t o r a t e s ? )  Well ,  we ta k e  two weeks every  y e a r ,  but you 
need more than  t h a t .  You need a day o f f  now and then  or 
even a few days o f f  i f  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e .
I n t e r v i e w e r : Are you ab le  to  f in d  a c o n f id a n t  w i th in  th e
m i n i s t r y  of your church? (Yes.)  Are t h e r e  o th e r  people  
t h a t  you know t h a t  when you have problems and t h e y ' r e  j u s t
127
beg inn ing  to  s t a c k  up a l i t t l e  b i t  too  much you can t a l k  
to  them and t a l k  some of th e se  th in g s  out?
Responden t: Yes we do. We have some t h a t  a re  very  good 
f r i e n d s  of  our t h a t  a re  in  th e  m in is try , ,
I n t e r v i e w e r ; Do you f e e l  t h a t  your h usband 's  r o l e  as both 
husband and p a s to r  has had a very  d e f i n i t e  e f f e c t  of any 
kind on your m arr iage?  I f  he were in  some o th e r  occupa­
t i o n  would your m arr iage  in  some ways be e a s i e r ,  more r e ­
laxed  than  I t  i s  when h e ’ s c a r r y in g  p e o p l e ' s  c a re s  around 
w i th  him?
R esponden t; Well ,  I  don’ t  th in k  so. There may be t im e s ,  
upon o cc a s io n ,  where he i s  t e n s e  f o r  a sh o r t  t im e,  but 
u s u a l l y  we have,  as I mentioned b e fo re  a happy home and 
we ge t  a long f i n e  and t h e r e  a r e  no d i f f i c u l t i e s  from t h a t  
s t a n d p o in t  a t  a l l .
I n t e r v i e w e r : I  t h in k  we’ve a l r e a d y  mentioned t h i s  m a t te r
of s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n ,  but what t o  you would be the  i d e a l
m i n i s t e r ' s  wife? I f  you want to  say y o u r s e l f ,  t h a t ' s
f i n e ,  I  won ' t  f e e l  t h a t ' s  an immodest answer.
Respondent? No, I  d o n ' t  f e e l  I  am. I  s t r i v e  to  do th e  b e s t
I can but  I t h in k  i t  . . . r a i s i n g  a fam i ly  and a l l  y o u ' r e
j u s t  l i m i t e d  i n  being an i d e a l  p a s t o r ' s  w ife  as f a r  as the  
community i s  concerned and your s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e  i f  
y o u ' r e  going to  be a c t i v e  in  th e  church .  ( I  mean your own
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id e as  of the  i d e a l  p a s t o r ’ s w i fe .  Not some s t y l i z e d  f i g u r e  
over here  t h a t  we put up the  neon l i g h t s  or any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t 9 Your own id e a  o f  what the  i d e a l  p a s t o r ’ s w ife  i s . )  
Well ,  I  th in k  one t h a t  w i l l  he lp  her  husband whenever he 
needs i t  and w i l l  work w ith  him. One who i s  ab le  t o .  Well ,  
when s h e ' s  c a l l e d  upon to  be up in  f r o n t  of th e  congrega­
t i o n  to  be ab le  to  word h e r s e l f  and to  conduct h e r s e l f  in  
th e  manner t h a t  a p a s t o r ’ s w ife  i s  expected t o .  T h a t ' s  
something t h a t  I  do not have th e  a b i l i t y  to  do. The a b i l ­
i t y  t o  ge t  a long w ith  p e o p le .  There w i l l  be those  t h a t  
always have problems whenever you see them and you have 
to  be p l e a s a n t ,  I mean you should be and one t h a t  can be 
c o n s i d e r a t e ,  I  mean, as you t a l k  t o  th e se  people  to  have 
them f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r  problem i s  the  most im por tan t  th in g  
r i g h t  a t  th e  moment, th e  a b i l i t y  to  make them f e e l  t h a t  
way I th in k  i s  n ec essa ry  f o r  th e  i d e a l  p a s t o r ’ s w ife  a t  a l l  
t im es .  I  d o n ' t  know offhand what e l s e .  There a re  many, 
th in g s  t h a t  would be taken  i n t o ' c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  of  c o u rse .  
I n t e r v i e w e r ; What would be your adv ice  t o  a young p a s t o r ' s  
w i fe ,  now s h e ' s  a sweet innocen t  l i t t l e  t h i n g ,  she has j u s t  
marr ied  a p a s to r  and i s  going to  have to  move i n t o  a new 
community as p a s t o r ' s  w i f e .  What would be your advice- to  
her  g e n e ra l ly ?
Responden t: I  would t e l l  her  above a l l ,  always to  keep the
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conf idence  of th e  .people when they come w ith  t h e i r  problems 
and careso Not t o  grumble and complain about d i f f i c u l t i e s  
t o  your people and make them f e e l  t h a t  y o u ' r e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  
w i th  what they  a re  doing fo r  you because many t imes they  
th in k  t h e y ' r e  doing th e  b es t  t h a t  they  can do f o r  you and 
u s u a l l y  t h a t  i s  th e  e a s e l  And then  I th in k  a p a s t o r ' s  wife 
should be very  c a r e f u l  o f  her home-, i n  keep ing  i t  t i d y  and 
the  d i s h e s  taken  ca re  of  and so f o r t h ,  I  t h in k  t h a t ' s  very  
im p o r ta n t ,  a t  l e a s t  I t h in k  i t  i s ,  I d o n ' t  know. Many 
opin ions  a re  formed many t imes when someone s te p s  i n t o  th e  
home and i f  i t ' s  c l u t t e r e d  and d o e s n ' t  look  p r e s e n ta b l e  
they  form q u i t e  an op in ion  of  the  m in i s t e r  from t h a t  and 
I  th in k  she should always be nea t  in  appearance and endeavor 
to  get  a long w ith  people,.
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In te rv iew  w ith  M i n i s t e r 9s Wife Ho, 6 
I n t e r v i e w e r : How long have you been m arr ied?
Responden t: Tw enty- th ree  y e a r s D
I n t e r v i e w e r : How long have you been in  t h i s  p a r i sh ?
Responden t: Nearly  th r e e  y e a r s 0
I n t e r v i e w e r ; How o f te n  have you moved?
Responden t : I t  would ta k e  a w h i le  t o  f i g u r e  t h a t  o u t - -  
many t i m e s . We were in  C a l i f o r n i a  s i x  yea rs  b e fo re  we came 
here* Before  that-,  we were in  Arizona and back E a s t .  You 
s e e ,  i f  you’r e  on a m is s io n ,  you can be t r a n s f e r r e d  a t  the  
b i s h o p ' s  r e q u e s t .  I t ' s  not l i k e  some denominat ions where 
the  people  can vo te  you ou t--som etim es fo r  un im portan t  
r e a s o n s .  But ,  when you’r e  a r e c t o r ,  you w on 't  b e ' t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  u n le s s  you r e q u e s t  i t .
I n t e r v i e w e r ; What e f f e c t  has moving had on your c h i ld re n ?  
R esponden t : I  d o n ’ t  t h in k  i t  h u r t s  when t h e y ' r e  l i t t l e .
But ,  when t h e y ' r e  i n  h igh  sch o o l ,  i t ’ s too  b a d - - e s p e c i a l l y  
i f  t h e y ' r e  a s e n i o r .  We only had one r e a l  problem and I 
th in k  t h a t  was due to  a te a c h e r  in  the  f i r s t  g rad e .  She 
c a l l e d  my son a baby and he i s  a very  s e n s i t i v e  c h i l d .  
I n t e r v i e w e r : Were you m arr ied  b e fo re  your husband became
a m in i s t e r ?
R esponden t: No, a f t e r .
I n t e r v i e w e r ; Did you have any r e s e r v a t i o n s  about,  the
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p ro fe s s io n ?
R esponden t : Well ,  I 'have always been a c t i v e  in  church
work and I knew one m i n i s t e r / s  fam ily  s in ce  I  was th r e e  
y ea rs  o ld ,  I  saw th e  wife  work h e r s e l f  i n t o  the  grave 
but , , ,
I n t e r v i e w e r : What k ind of  c a re e r  a s p i r a t i o n s  d id  you, or
do' you, have fo r  y o u r s e l f ?
Responden t ; Well ,  I  would l i k e  to  get  a degree  in  l i b r a r y  
s c i e n c e ,  I  s tu d i e d  music b e fo re  but  once, when I  was t r y ­
ing  to  f i n d  a job fo r  someone, I  found a job in  a l i b r a r y  
and she d i d n ' t  have th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  but I d i d .  So I 
dec ided  to  go to  work ha l f ,  days which r e a l l y  discombobu- 
l a t e d  some of  the  p a r i s h i o n e r s .
I n t e r v i e w e r : What k ind  of r o l e  do you p lay  in  th e  church?
R esponden t : I 'm  a f i rm  b e l i e v e r  t h a t  the  m i n i s t e r ' s w ife
s h o u l d n ' t  hold  o f f i c e ,  I  j u s t  t r y  to  do what a normal mem­
ber of the  church should  do. I ' v e  done ev e ry th in g  from 
c le a n  l a v a t o r i e s  to  pour th e  t e a .  I ' v e  ta k en  ca re  of the  
n u r s e ry  sch o o l ,  I do a l l  th e  s e c r e t a r i a l  work, (How about 
music?) Well ,  the  t r a i n i n g  has been h e l p f u l  but they  take  . 
advantage of you, I  had to  d i r e c t  the  ch o i r  f o r  seven 
months and, of  course,- they  d i d n ' t  pay me l i k e  they  do the 
ch o i r  d i r e c t o r .  I 'm  k i n d ' of a f i rem an to  the  r e s c u e ,  I  
s u b s t i t u t e  fo r  the  o r g a n i s t  when h e ' s  not a v a i l a b l e ,  I
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t h i n k  some women r e s e n t  i t  when the  m i n i s t e r ’ s w ife  s te p s  
i n  and runs t h i n g s „
I n t e r v i e w e r : How much do you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  your husband’ s
p a s t o r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  such as c a l l i n g ?
Responden t ; T h i s ' i s  p robably  where I ’m u n s a t i s f a c t o r y 0 
They p robably  don ’ t  t h in k  I  do enough of  i t „  There a re  a 
l o t  of  s h u t - i n s  and e l d e r l y  people who would l i k e  me to  
come fo r  an a f t e rn o o n  but I  j u s t  don’ t  have t im e 6 I t r y  
t o  go w ith  my husband sometimes to  th e  h o s p i t a l »
I n t e r v i e w e r : Do women of the  p a r i s h  use  you fo r  a sounding
board sometimes b e fo re  p r e s e n t in g  id e a s  t o  your husband? 
Responden t: They do th a to  I t ’ s a h e lp  to  my husband be-
cause they  o f te n  d o n ’t  r e a l l y  have much to  s a y 0 
I n t e r v i e w e r : Do they  come to  you f o r  guidance?
Responden t ; Yes, more now than  when I  was y o u n g e r - - !  
guess th ey  thought of  me then  as a d a u g h t e r 0 But t h e y ’l l  
c a l l  up in  th e  middle of the  n ig h t  and ask fo r  him and I ’l l  
say ,  "He’s i n  b e d . ” So t h e y ’l l  say ,  "You do j u s t  as wello"  
I  don’t  l i k e  to  do t h i s  s in c e  I ’m not a. p s y c h o lo g is t  but  I 
j u s t  l i s t e n *  T h a t ’ s a l l  they  r e a l l y  want® I l i s t e n  to  
t h e i r  problems w ith  t h e i r  husbands or an u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  
ch i ld*  Often ,  when they  see you a f t e r  t h a t ,  they  won’ t  
speak t o  you because you know a l l  t h e i r  p rob lem s„ Of 
c o u r se ,  th ey  t o l d  them to  you,.
I n t e r v i e w e r ; What k inds  o f  e x p e c ta t io n s  does the
t
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co n g reg a t io n  have of you?
R esponden t ; Some of them a re  u n r e a s o n a b le . I t  v a r i e s  from
p lace  to  p l a c e .  Here,  t h e y ' r e  p r e t t y  l e n i e n t :  they  d o n ' t  
ca re  i f  you wear l i p s t i c k  or smoke, though' I  d o n ' t  smoke,, 
Once th e y  came over t o  he lp  p rep a re  a t e a  and I  was l a t e  
so they  put on th e  pot to  b o i l  and i t  d i d n ' t  hea t  up f a s t  
enough f o r  them,, In  s i x t y  days I  had a new stove,, That 
was w o n d e r fu l . I  d o n ' t  t h in k  t h e y 'd  o b je c t  i f  I  wore a f u r
cape as long  as th ey  d i d n ' t  t h in k  they  paid  fo r  i t .  They
look  upon the  house as t h e i r  possess ion*  They mention 
o the r  m i n i s t e r s '  wives who w e r e n ' t  good housekeepers* I 
d o n ' t  know what t h e y ' l l  say about me when I 'm  gone* I 
d o n ' t  know the  people  who were h e re  b e fo re  us but they 
t a l k  about them a lo t*  I guess they  were j u s t  normal people 
l i k e  we a r e .  The l a s t  one was q u i t e  a c t i v e  in  p o l i t i c s  and 
th e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  r e s e n t e d  t h i s .  They d i d n ' t  want th e  League 
of Women Voters  meeting in  t h e i r  p a r l o r .  I  d o n ' t  t h in k  
th e  m in i s t e r  and h i s  w ife  should express  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
p r e f e r e n c e s .  I t  can cause problems and r e a l l y  h u r t  a 
m i n i s t e r .  I  was s u r p r i s e d  a t  th e  l a s t  p a s t o r ' s  w ife  who 
was very  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y .  I  d o n ' t  know what t h e y ' l l  
say about me. I suppose t h e y ' l l  f a l l  out of  lo v e  w ith  me 
p r e t t y  soon. What 's  t h a t  saying? The f i r s t  year  y o u ' r e  
adored ,  th e  next y e a r ,  y o u ' r e  c r i t i c i z e d ,  the  next year
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y o u ' r e  o s t r a c i z e d .  . . .  I d o n ' t  remember how i t  goes .  
I n t e r v i e w e r : Does th e  co n g reg a t io n  expect your c h i ld r e n
to. be exemplary?
R esponden t: Yes, j u s t  y e s te rd a y  a woman w ith  some th in g s
to  c a r ry  i n t o  th e  h a l l .  She wanted my husband to  he lp  but 
he was t a l k i n g  to  som eone- -counse l ing - - so  she asked t h a t  
th e  boys do i t .  He d i d n ' t  know where they .w ere  and t h a t  
r e a l l y  made her s o r e .  Our son i s  a b a s k e t b a l l  p la y e r  and, 
depending on how he does over the  weekend, my husband h ea rs  
about i t  on Sunday morning. Once he was thrown out of  a 
game and somebody came r i g h t  up to  my husband and s a i d ,
"You should be ashamed--a m i n i s t e r ' s  son g e t t i n g  thrown out 
o f  the  game." The k ids  ta k e  a l o t  of g u f f .  I t h in k  they 
a re  a l i t t l e  d e fe n s iv e  about i t  — e s p e c i a l l y  the  o ld e s t  son. 
I n t e r v i e w e r : Can you ever manage to  ge t  a day o f f  or a
v ac a t io n ?
Respondent '; Oh, you know y o u ' r e  supposed to  have a month 
o f f  every  year b u t ,  i f  you p lan  something, you can count 
on somebody dy ing .  One time we s tayed  home because "Pop" 
was dying and he d i d n ' t  d ie  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  Another time 
we planned to  go up to  th e  l a k e  fo r  a weekend and the  
m i n i s t e r  who was h e re  b e fo re  wanted to  do th e  s e rv ic e s  
f o r  us and renew old  f r i e n d s h i p s .  Then some of th e  p a r i s h ­
io n e r s  thought we should s ta y  home and have a r e c e p t i o n
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for. them. W ell ,  I  th o u g h t ,  " th ey  know people  h e re  and 
t h e y 'd  p robab ly  j u s t  as soon we w e re n ' t  h e r e , "  so we j u s t  
went.  Once, when we were in  C a l i f o r n i a ,  my husband had 
t o  tak e  two weeks fo r  the  r e s e r v e s  and someone d ied  so I 
wired him but he c o u l d n ' t  ge t  o f f  u n l e s s  i t  was a dea th
in  th e  immediate f a m i ly .  So I  a rranged  fo r  ano ther  m in i s ­
t e r  t o  ta k e  over and I baked th e  lad y  a cake and arranged 
fo r  a b a b y s i t t e r  so I  could go see h e r .  Another t im e,  we 
r e n te d  a cab in  in  Maine and we made the  m is take  o f  answer­
ing  th e  phone j u s t  as we were l e a v in g .  Someone had d ie d .  
He was an a t h e i s t  but  h i s  fam ily  was i n  the  church .  Well,  
my husband had ano ther  m in i s t e r  take  c a re  of i t .  We 
s topped by t h e i r  house t o  o f f e r  our condolences to  them 
as we l e f t  but th ey  never fo rgave  u s .  You know, i t ' s  
expensive to o .  We f ig u r e d  out i t  co s t  $55  a day to  take  
t h r e e  k id s  on a v a c a t io n  when t h e y ' r e  l i t t l e  and t h a t ' s  
e a t i n g  c ra c k e r s  fo r  lu n ch .  We r e a l l y  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  i t .  
Monday i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  th e  m i n i s t e r ' s  day o f f  b u t ,  as 
long as y o u ' r e  h e r e ,  y o u ' r e  busy.
I n t e r v i e w e r ; With a l l  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  have you ever 
found t h a t  your husband d o e s n ' t  have enough time fo r  h i s  
family?
Responden t; Well when they  were l i t t l e ,  he thought i t  was
my j u r i s d i c t i o n .  He sa id  he w a sn ' t  paid to  be a b a b y s i t t e r
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But now t h a t  t h e y ' r e  o ld e r ,  he makes a r e a l  e f f o r t  to  spend 
t ime w ith  them--throw the  f o o t b a l l  around and so on. He'd 
s t a y  up a l l  n ig h t  and t a l k  to - them  i f  they  want t o .  I f  
h e ' s  asked to  t a l k  somewhere and t h e r e ' s  a b a s k e tb a l l  
game, h e ' l l  go to  the  game. Of c o u rse ,  sometimes he c a n ' t .  
Sometimes th e r e  i s  a c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  p r o f e s s io n .  
I n t e r v i e w e r ; I f  y o u ' r e  daugh ter  were t o  marry .a m i n i s t e r ,  
how would you ad v ise  her?
R esponden t ; D on ' t  1
I n t e r v i e w e r ; How would you ad v ise  a young m i n i s t e r ' s  wife? 
R esponden t : I  guess I ' d  say she has to  be p a t i e n t  and love
p eop le .  I f  you d o n ' t  lo v e  p eo p le .  . . . And you c a n ' t  ge t '  
wounded over ^things l i k e  anonymous n o te s .  (Anonymous 
n o te s ? )  Oh y es ,  they  s l i p  them under th e  door l i k e ,  "You 
need a h a i r c u t , "  or "Your wife i s  too  s tu ck  up ."
I n t e r v i e w e r : What a c t i v i t i e s  do you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o u t s id e
th e  church?
R esponden t : W ell ,  I  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  have time fo r  much. I
am in  t h e  m o th e r ' s  c lub  of  my d a u g h t e r ' s  s o r o r i t y  and I 
t r y  to  h e lp  out in  th e  k i d s '  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  Boy S c o u ts .
My husband belongs to  K iwanis .  I  r e a l l y  am too  busy to  
enjoy c lu b s .  I  have some hobbies I ' d  l i k e  to  spend more 
t ime a t .  I  love  to  p lay  th e  organ and th e  piano fo r  my 
own enjoyment.  I l i k e  to  k n i t  and do handwork and p a i n t .
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I ’d love  to  j u s t  l i s t e n  to  re c o rd s  but the  only time I have 
f o r  t h a t  i s  when I 'm  p o l i s h i n g •th e  h a l lo  
I n t e r v i e w e r : How do you f e e l  about having c lo s e  f r i e n d s
in  the  congrega t ion?
R esponden t : I g e n e r a l ly  th in k  i t ' s  b e t t e r  not t o c I ' v e
found one here* She w o u ld n ' t  ca re  i f  I  came over i n  an old 
p a i r  of s l a c k s . I  can go over t h e r e  and j u s t  t a l k . a n d  en­
joy  i t .  The m i n i s t e r s '  wives have a c o f f e e  hour once in  a 
w hi le  and I  go but they  t r y  to  be i n t e l l e c t u a l  and t h a t  
bores  me. I ' d  r a t h e r  j u s t  r e l a x .
I n t e r v i e w e r : Who do you and hour husband a s s o c i a t e  w ith
s o c i a l l y ?  When can you f e e l  r e a l l y  com for tab le?
Responden t : You have a l o t  of  f r i e n d s  and no f r i e n d s .  You
have to  be f r i e n d l y  but a l o o f .  They k ind  of  put you on a
p e d e s t a l .  You c a n ' t  be obvious about f r i e n d s h i p s .
I n t e r v i e w e r ; Do you ever f e e l  y o u ' r e  cramping the  s t y l e  
of  a p a r ty ?
Responden t; Oh,.you have to  know when t o  le a v e  d i s c r e e t l y  
so th ey  can have t h e i r  fu n .  Sometimes you know you a re  
s p o i l i n g  th e  p a r t y .  You have to  sense  th e  crowd. Some 
d o n ' t  mind i f  you have a g la s s  of  s h e r r y .  But some might 
f i n d  i t  o b je c t i o n a b le  and, i f  I th in k  t h a t ' s  th e  c a s e ,  I 
d o n ' t .  But r e a l l y  you d o n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  s o c i a l i z i n g  too  
much. Y ou 're  so busy w i th  church a c t i v i t i e s  most of th e  
t ime t h a t ,  i f  you ever had a f r e e  evening ,  you 'd  l i k e  t o
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s t a y  home and s t a r e  i n t o  -space,,
I n t e r v i e w e r : Do you th in k  a m i n i s t e r ' s  wife should have
some kind  of  t r a i n i n g ?
Responden t; Yes, w e l l ,  music i s  h e l p f u l „ I th in k  they  
should d e f i n i t e l y  have a course  in  church doc t r ine , ,  People 
c a l l  up and expect you to  know everything, ,  This week some­
body c a l l e d  me up to  s e t t l e  an arguments She was a t  a 
beauty  p a r lo r  and she wanted to  know something about Ruth, 
L uck i ly  I  have read  the  Book of Ruth many t im e s . Compara­
t i v e  r e l i g i o n  i s  ano ther  t h in g .  They ask you about th e  d i f ­
f e re n ce s  w i th  th e  C a th o l i c s  on Communion and the  B a p t i s t s  
on Baptism, These d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  p r e t t y  s u b t l e .  Oh, 
ano ther  th in g  th e s e  poor g i r l s  should know i s  how to  cook 
and p lan  fo r  l a r g e  crowds and how to  make a c a s s e r o l e  s t r e t c h  
fo r  t e n  when you 've  p repared  i t  f o r  f o u r .  Too, a l l  about 
f u n e r a l  and wedding e t i q u e t t e .  T h e y ' r e  always a s k in g ,  I 
t h in k  I do more work than  the  b r i d a l  c o n s u l t a n t  a t  the  
l o c a l  departm ent s t o r e  and I  d o n ' t  get paid  fo r  i t .
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